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South Commission Examines Third World Debt 
BK031309 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
1241 GMT 3 Mar 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur March 3 (PTI)}—The South Com- 
mission today called for canceling all official debts of low 
income countries and establishment of a debtors forum 
to enable developing nations tc take coordinated action 
on their debt management policies and procedures. 


The commission, which ended its 3-day conference here, 
devoted most of its deliberations to the problem of 
mounting debts of Third World nations and to finalising 
its terms of reference. 


The commission warned creditor nations that unless 
they acted decisively and collectively in finding a dura- 
ble and equitable solution to the debt problem, the 
debtor nations would have no option but to act on their 
own to limit debt service payments to an amount con- 
sistent with the requi: ements of their development. Such 
action, the commission noted, could be more effective if 
there was collective support of the concerned developing 
nations and hence the commission attaches great impor- 
tance to the establishment of a debtors forum on an 
urgent basis. 


The 28-member commission, an independent non-gov- 
ernment body, with a 3-year term, was constituted in 
July last with former Tanzanian President Mr Julius 
Nyerere as chairman and Mr Manmohan Singh as sec- 
retary general. The Kuala Lumpur meeting was its sec- 
ord and was devoted to finalizing its terms of reference 
and debt problem. 
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Mahathir Urges Press Cooperation 
BK010534 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0421 GMT I Mar 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, March | (BERNAMA)—Prime 
Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamad Tuesday called for a 
speedier implementation of programmes for the South, 
and suggested, for one, the linkage of their news agencies. 


He also suggested the setting up of an information bank 
to disseminate news of economic importance to the 
South and the identification of institutions of higher 
learning in developing countries to accommodate stu- 
dents from the South. 


The prime minister made these suggestions, which he 
said could be implemented now, earlier than other 
approaches by countries in the South, when he opened 
the second meeting of the South Commission here. 


“The longer we wait, the more complex and difficult the 
situation will be,” he said, adding it might be worthwhile 
for the commission to indicate certain measures that 
could be implemented even before its work was over. 


In stressing the need for an early beginning in South- 
South cooperation, Mahathir said though solutions or 
approaches might seem imperfect, “an imperfect solu- 
tion implemented is better than the perfect solution 
unimplemented.” [passage indistinct] 
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Official on Recognizing Panamanian Government 
OW071213 Tokyo KYODO in English 1156 GMT 
7 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 7 KYODO—Japan will not hasten 
to come to a decision on whether it will recognize the 
new Panamanian Government of Gen. Manuel Antonio 
Noriega, a top-level Foreign Ministry official said Mon- 
day. 


The official, talking with reporters on condition of 


anonymity, said Japan will watch developments calmly. 


Foreign Ministry sources indicated last week that Japan 
would recognize Noriega’s new government, saying that 
he took power legally and not through a coup. 


Panama’s President Eric Arturo Delvalle was ousted 
following a showdown with Noriega. The United States 
has supported Delvalle. 


U.S. Farm Trade Talks End in ‘Deadlock’ 
OW050645 Tokyo KYODO in English 0600 GMT 
5 Mar 88 


[Text] Washington, March 4 KYODO—Japan-U S. farm 
trade talks ended in deadlock in Washington Friday as a 
senior U.S. trade official urged Japan to offer a clear 
timetable for liberalizing beef and orange imports, a 
ranking Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) dietmember 
said. 


Takami Eto, head of a visiting group of LDP farm caucus 
lawmakers lobbying here to retain Japan’s import con- 
trols on beef and oranges, told reporters after meeting 
with U.S. Trade Representative Ciayton Yeutter that the 
U.S. official was “very arrogant and haughty.” 


He quoted Yeutter as saying that unless Japan intends to 
liberalize beef and orange imports, bilateral talks would 
end in five minutes. 


Yeutter reiterated the U.S. stand that Washington will 
file a petition with the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) after the current bilateral trade agree- 
ment expires at the end of March, unless Japan comes up 
with a clear timetable for lifting the import controls, he 
said. 


Washington has urged Tokyo to scrap its import restric- 
tions on beef and oranges to help reduce Japan’s huge 
trade surplus with the United States. 


Meanwhile, Japan has been trying to get the U.S. to 
discuss the issue at a bilateral level rather than at 
multilateral talks under GATT. In a similar dispute, a 
multilateral GATT panel ruled Japan should remove its 
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import curbs on 10 categories of farm products in 
violation of GATT rules after the U.S. brought the case 
to the international trade body. 


Eto, former construction minister, denounced Yeutter’s 
refusal to resume bilateral talks as a “betrayal” of the 
two nations’ friendly relationship and mutual trust. 


He said the U.S. had promised to renegotiate the issue at 
a bilateral trade conference last September. 


He urged the U.S. to sit on [as received] the nego‘iating 
table without setting a precedent for offering a Japanese 
timetable for import liberalization. 


Defending Japan’s import controls on beef and oranges, 
Eto told U.S. officials the U.S. cannot blame Japan since 
it is also taking protective measures to restrict meat 
imports. 


Each country has its own problems in agriculture, he 
said, adding Japan’s prompt liberalization of beef and 
orange imports would deal a destructive blow to Japa- 
nese livestock and fruit farmers. 


But the U.S. side countered that there is no excuse for 
Japan to restrict controls on farm imports as it is a 
country with a trade surplus of more than 50 billion 
dollars, Japanese officials said. 


Eto told reporters he will force Japanese Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Minister Takashi Sato to resign if 
Sato agrees to announce a plan io liberalize beef and 
orange trade by the end of March. 


Eto, an influential LDP member belonging to the Naka- 
sone faction, made the remarks in comments on recent 
moves within the Agriculture Ministry to consider com- 
plying with U.S. demands for decontrol in the near 
future. 


“I believe (Sato) will not do such a silly thing, but he will 
naturally have to assume such responsibility if he does 
so,” he said. 


U.S. Emergency Military Assistance Studied 
OW060835 Tokyo KYODO in English 0827 GMT 
6 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 6 KYODO—Defense Agency 
sources said Sunday Japan may have to offer the United 
States airport base sites and land for arms stockpiling if 
the current study on U.S. military assistance during 
emergency attacks or Japan is implemented. 


Japan and the U.S. agreed in Janua:y to study U.S. 
military support in case of emergency attacks on Japan. 


It was the first time that Agency sources referred to 
concrete measures by Japan in connection witii the 
study. 
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According to the sources, the Agency thought it neces- 
sary for Japan to offer airport sites to accommodate 
American troops in emergencies and to conclude a new 
accord to offer Japanese land and facilities for stockpil- 
ing and maintaining weapons and related equipment. 


The sources said the airport bases can be made opera- 
tional within the framework of the Japan-U.S. Status-of- 
Forces Agreement, while a new accord will be necessary 
for buying or maintaining related equipment. 


USSR Sets Deadline for Salmon Fishing Ban 
OW041415 Tokyo KYODO in English 2212 GMT 
4 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 4 KYODO—The Soviet Union 
asked Japan Friday to stop salmon fishing outside the 
Soviet 200-mile exclusive waters at the earliest possible 
date before the end of 1992. [as received] 


At the same time, it offered to permit Japanese salmon 
fishing within its 200-mile waters, government officials 
said. 


The new Soviet proposal was advanced on the fifth day 
here of the annual bilateral fishery talks, aimed at fixing 
Japan’s salmon catch quota for this year in offshore 
fishing outside the 200-mile zone and conditions for the 
operations of Japanese fishing boats. 


This marked the first time that the Soviet Union had set 
a clear-cut deadline for the termination of Japan’s off- 
shore salmon fishing, although it referred to its intention 
calling for an end to it at last year’s talks. 


On the first day of the current talks last Monday, Soviet 
delegate Vyachesiav K. Zilanov, chief of the Interna- 
tional Affairs Department of the Ministry of Fish Indus- 
tries, hinted at the possibility of demanding a ban, 
denouncing the “irrationality” of catching salmon before 
their return to their mother rivers in the Soviet Union 
and thus damaging salmon runs in northern waters. 


At Friday’s session, Japanese delegate Kenichi Unno, 
director of the Oceanic Fisheries Department of the 
Fisheries Agency, promptly rejected the Soviet proposal, 
pointing out that Japan’s right of offshore fishing is 
guaranteed by the bilateral fisheries agreement. 


He said Japan has no intention whatever of terminating 
its traditional offshore salmon fishing in northern 
waters, the officials said. 


Unno said that Japan’s survey shows a considerable 
recovery of salmon runs in northern waters. 


One of the reasons for a low ratio of salmon return to 
Soviet rivers is an excess of parent salmon, he said. 
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At the same time, he proposed that Japan’s salmon catch 
quota be increased by 5,500 tons from last year to 30,000 
tons. 


The Soviet delegate said that as a precondition for 
permitting Japanese salmon fishing within the Soviet 
200-mile waters, Japan should pay compensation in the 
form of funds for fisheries cooperation, and also coop- 
erate in Soviet efforts for the reproduction of salmon 
spawned in Soviet rivers. 


He also called for Japanese cooperation in the construc- 
tion of a salmon hatchery in Sakhalin through a joint 
venture, the officials said. 


Unno proposed that a part of the high seas north of 48 
degrees north latitude be newly opened to Japanese 
salmon fishing boats in place of some of the existing 
fishing grounds. 


He also asked that fishing grounds for small fishing 
boats, based on the Pacific coast, be expanded beyond 44 
degrees north latitude, the officials said. 


Survey Shows Soviets Hope for Improved Ties 
OW050933 Tokyo KYODO in English 0906 GMT 
5 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 5 KYODO—Both Japanese and 
Russians strongly hope for improved bilateral relations 
although there exists a wide gap in their perceptions of 
friendship, according to a survey released Saturday. 


The survey, carried out by Japan’s KYODO News Ser- 
vice and the official Soviet news agency TASS through 
telephone invierviews on February 20-23, covered 1,090 
Japanese and 635 Russians. 


The Japanese were picked from eligible voters aged 20 
and over across the nation, while the Russians, aged at 
18 and over, were selected from those living in five 
major cities—Moscow, Kiev, Leningrad, Khabarovsk 
and Vladivostok. 


They were asked to answer 14 questions, including their 
attitude toward each other’s country, the territorial issue 
and nuclear disarmament. 


This is the first survey conducted by the representative 
news agencies of the two countries. 


It found 17.6 percent of the Japanese surveyed had 
friendly feelings toward the Soviet Union, while 88 
percent of the Russians had similar feelings toward 
Japan. 


In sharp contrast, while only 2.4 percent of the Russians 
said they had a bad feeling toward Japan, as much as 
47.4 percent of the Japanese replied they had a bad 
feeling toward the Soviet Union. 
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The replies compare with a public opinion poll KYODO 
conducted in December | 983 which found 5.6 percent of 
the Japanese questioned favored the Soviet Union, while 
79.4 percent disfavored it. 


Survey analysts at KYODO said the reforms being 
carried out by the Gorbachev administration since it was 
inaugurated three years ago favorably affected Japanese 
sentiment toward the Soviet Union. 


However, the “minus image” of the Soviet Union is still 
deep-rovted among the Japanese as 59.2 percent 
believed that country is not a peace-loving state and 74.7 
percent said it is not a democratic country, the analysis 
said. 


The survey showed 97.9 percent of the Russians replied 
Japan is an economically-developed country but 35.8 
percent believed Japan is not a peace-loving country and 
35.1 percent said it is not a democratic nation. 


This indicates there is a perception gap among the 
Russians regarding the economic and political aspects of 
Japan, the analysts said. 


They said information and personal exchange between 
the two countries are still insufficient as clearly indicated 
in the survey which found about 82 percent of the 
Japanese said they do not have enough knowledge about 
the Soviet Union. The corresponding figure for the 
Russians was about 62 percent. 


As for the northern territorial issue, 94 percent of the 
Japanese and 87.4 percent of the Russians said they were 
aware of it. 


Asked whether the current border between the two 
countries fixed after World War II is correct, only 7.1 
percent of the Japanese said yes and 74 percent replied in 
the negative. 


About 78 percent of the Russians said the border is 
correct and only 2.5 percent replied no. 


Four islands east of Japan’s northernmost main island of 
Hokkaido were seized by the Soviet Union after the war 
and continue to be Soviet-occupied in spite of repeated 
Japanese requests for their reversion. 


The survey, however, found 84.2 percent of the Japanese 
wanted to see improved bilateral relations. The percent- 
age for the Russians was 98.9. 


About 62 percent of Japanese and about 97 percent of 
the Russians hoped for expanded trade and other eco- 
nomic relations between the two countries. 


The survey showed 87,3 percent of the Japanese and 
99.4 percent of the Russians desired the abolition of 
nuclear arms by the end of this century. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Olympics Antiterrorism Body Proposed 
OW050751 Tokyo KYODO in English 0716 GMT 
5 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March § KYODO—Japan hopes to inau- 
gurate a Japan-South Korean consultative body in late 
March to prevent terrorist attacks against the Seoul 
Olympics, government sources said Saturday. 


Japanese and South Korean foreign ministers, Sosuke 
Uno and Choe Kwang-su, will meet in Seoul March 21 
and decide the date for the first session «f the Joint 
Liaison Council, the sources said. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita and President No 
Tae-u agreed February 25 to establish the council, which 
will be formed by officials from the Ministries of the 
Foreign Affairs, Justice, Transport and Finance as well 
as the police. 


No proposed the creation of the joint body following the 
November 29 loss of a Korean Air (KAL) jetliner with 
115 people aboard. 


South Korea says two North Korean agents planted a 
bomb to destroy the airliner in order to sabotage the 
Seoul Olympics, scheduled for September | 7-Octobder 2. 


Both agents carried false Japanese passports. 


Kimio Fujita, director of the Foreign Ministry’s Asian 
Affairs Bureau, will head the Japanese team in the 
council. 


The consultative body wil discuss how to tighten immi- 
gration checks of tourists, airliners and ships to and from 
South Korea and also to prevent passports from being 
forged, the sources said. 


The Japanese Government is considering to strengthen 
air and sea patrols in the Sea of Japan to block illegal 
entries into Japan. 


The Foreign Ministry is planning to revise Japanese 
yassports making them more difficult to forge, the 
sources said. 


Foreign Minister Uno is scheduled to visit South Korea 
March 19-21! for a regular consultations with Choe and 
will also meet President No and Prime Minister Yi 
Hyon-chae. 
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New Security Measures Pianned for Olympics 
OW060851 Tokyo KYODO in English 0830 GMT 
6 Mar 8&8 


[Text] Tokyo, March 6 KYODO—The Justice Ministry 
will introduce strict new security measures at major 
Japanese airports in July in an effort to prevent possible 
terrorist activity during the Seoul Olympic games com- 
mencing two months later, Ministry sources said Sun- 
day. 


Many Olympic participants and tourists are expected to 
conme through Japan on their way to South Korea, and 
some participants are planning to prepare for the games 
in this country, the sources said. 


The Olympics are being held at a time when tension on 
the Korean peninsula is still high and it is possible that 
members of radical organizations like the Japanese Red 
Army will get involved with terrorist elements passing 
through the country, they said. 


They said many of the 720 immigration officials and 650 
security guards currently stationed at eight a:.ports 
throughout Japan will be posted to the major airports of 
Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya and Fukuoka from July. 


The ministry also plans to strengthen its links with police 
authorities so that the names of internationally-wanted 
terrorists, together with relevant data, are easily avail- 
able to immigration controllers, the sources said. 


Osaka Airport and Tokyo’s Narita and Haneda Airports 
are already linked by computer for such purposes, and 
Fukuoka Airport will be included in the intelligence 
network from July, they said. 


Negotiations between Japanese and South Korean immi- 
gration officers are being planned and a Liaison Council 
on Olympic Security Affairs, already agreed upon by the 
two countries, will hold its first session later this month, 
the sources added. 


Envoy Cancels Scheduled Trip to Iran 
OW041240 Tokyo KYODO in English 1203 GMT 
4 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 4 KYODO—Japanese Govern- 
ment envoy Takakazu Kuriyama has canceled a sched- 
uled trip to Iran due to intensification of the Iran-Iraq 
war, a top-level Foreign Ministry official said Friday. 


Kuriyama, deputy foreign minister, initially planned to 
visit Tehran to personally deliver a letter from Japanese 
Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno to Iranian Foreign Minis- 
ter ‘Ali Akbar Velayati calling for an early end to the 
seven-year old war after finishing a visit to Pakistan 
Thursday. 
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The ministry, however, instructed him to cancel the 
Tehran leg of his trip because of escalating missile 
attacks against both Tehran and Baghdad, said the 
official, who asked not to be named. 


Kuriyama, who left Japan Tuesday, met with President 
Mohammad Z:aul Haq, Prime Minister Muhammad 
Khan Junejo and Afghan resistance leader Yunis Khalis 
while in Pakistan. 


Kuriyama is scheduled to return to Tokyo around March 
10 after meeting with U.N. peace negotiator Diego 
Cordovez in Geneva. 


UN Envoy Urges Sanctions Against RSA 
OW050425 Tokvo KYODO in English 0412 GMT 
5 Mar 88 


[Text] New York, March 4 KYODO—Hideo Kagami, 
Japanese ambassador to the United Nations, Friday 
criticized South Africa for banning antiapartheid orga- 
nizations, and urged the international community to 
impose political and economic sanctions against the 
government. 


The ambassador made the comments in a speech before 
the U.N. Security Council which has been discussing the 
issue in the white majority-ruled republic at the request 
of African states since Thursday. 


Resolutions critical of Pretoria are now being worked on, 
with the African states asking that economic sanctions be 
included. 


The Japanese envoy stressed that domestic problems in 
Pretoria are a result of the republic’s racially prejudiced 
system but that the Pretoria government will not recog- 
nize this fact. 


He said the ban on political activities by antiapartheid 
organizations proclaimed by the South African Govern- 
ment February 24 constituted a new wave of suppres- 
sions that have come one after another. 


The Japanese urged South Africa to abolish the segrega- 
tionist system and release all political prisoners. 


Officials Discuss Investment Pact With PRC 
OW041230 Tokyo KYODO in English 0810 GMT 
4 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 4 KYODO—Foreign Minister 
Sosuke Uno and China’s Vice Minister of Foreign Eco- 
nomic Relations and Trade Li Lanqing agreed Friday to 
make effort: for early conclusion of a bilateral invest- 
ment protection agreement, the Foreign Ministry said. 


Li, 55, currently on a 10-day visit to Japan which began 
Thursday, told Uno China will promote its open door 
policy and hopes for active Japanese investment in his 
country. 
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During the 15-minute meeting at the ministry, Uno and 
Li also discussed ways to expand economic and trade 
ties, ministry officials said. 


The foreign minister reaffirmed Japan hopes to maintain 
the 1978 bilateral peace and friendship treaty eternally, 
the officials said. Either China or Japan can terminate 
the treaty after October 1988 after being in force for 10 
years. 


Li was quoted as saying China will welcome visits to 
Beijing by Uno and Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita 
later this year. 


Uno plans to visit China in late April to early May, and 
Takeshita in late August, government officials said. 


Li, who became the vice minister in 1986 after serving as 
deputy mayor of Tianjin, is visiting as a Japanese 
Foreign Ministry guest through March 12. He is an 
alternate member of the Chinese Communist Party’s 
Centra! Committee. 


Timber Trade Talks With Canada Break Down 
OW050901 Tokyo KYODO in English 0817 GMT 
5 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 5 KYODO—Japan and Canada 
failed to reach agreement Saturday on Japanese tariffs 
imposed on Canadian timber for houses, Japanese offi- 
cials said. 


The talks, extended for one day, broke down after 
Canada rejected a Japanese offer to reduce tariffs on 
imported spruce, pine and fir from present 8 percent. 


Canada, asking Japan to abolish the tariffs, has threat- 
ened to take the matter for panel talks at the Geneva- 
based General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the 
officials said. 


Jipan’s imports of Canadian spruce, pine and fir timber 
reached 316,570 square meters in the first 11 months of 
1987, up 94 percent from the same period a year before. 


John Treleaven, director of the Japan Trade Develop- 
ment Division at the Department of External Affairs, 
headed the Canadian negotiating team. 


Katsuhisa Uchida, deputy director of the Foreign Mini- 
stry’s Economic Affairs Bureau, led the Japanese team. 


GATT Rules Chip Price Monitoring Illegal 
OW060633 Tokyo KYODO in English 060? GMT 
6 Mar 88 


[Text] Geneva, March 6 KYODO—A panel of the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) has found 
illegal the Japanese Government's practice of monitor- 
ing export prices of computer chips, GATT sources said 
late Saturday. 
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The ruling was based on a complaint lodged in 1986 with 
the GATT, a watchdog of world trade, by the European 
Community (EC) in connection with Japan’s agreement 
with the United States on microchip trade. 


The decision has been communicated to the three parties 
concerned, the sources said. 


The panel ruled that Japan violated GATT Article |! 
banning quantitative export curbs by controlling chip 
production as well as prices of chips sold in overseas 
markets other than the U.S., the sources said. 


In accordance with the chip accord concluded in Sep- 
tember 1986, the Japanese Ministry of International 
Trade and Industry (MITI) prepares a chip supply/de- 
mand outlook and requires manufacturers to report 
export prices in third-country markets. 


The EC charged in filing the complaint in the following 
month that the measures, taken through the practice of 
so-called administrative guidance, have led to higher 
chip prices in the 12-nation community. 


The GATT panel also ruled that the guidance has the 
same effect as legal authority and violates GATT rules, 
the sources said. 


But it rejected another EC complaint that the Japan-US. 
chip pact assures U.S. firms of preferential access to the 
Japanese chip market. 


Under the accord, Japan pledged efforts to increase 
domestic sales of foreign-made chips. 


A monthly GATT council meeting is scheduled for 
March 21 but council debate on the ruling is not likely 
until April and thereafter, the sources said. 


The ruling was the second GATT action in about four 
months that Japan has faced over its trade policy. 


In early December, the GATT council discussed a panel 
report finding Japan’s import restrictions on 10 farm 
products in violation of GATT rules. Japan accepted the 
ruling at a council meeting in February. 


Socialist Party Leader Doi To Visit USSR 
OW051059 Tokyo KYODO in English 1046 GM? 
5 Mar 8 


[Text] Kagoshima, March 5 KYODO—Takako Doi, 
leader of the Japan Socialist Party (JSP), said Saturday 
she will visit the Soviet Union in May to appeal for 
world peace. 


Doi, here on a stumping tour, disciosed this in a speech 
before JSP supporters. 
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LDP Accepts Opposition Tax Cut Demand 
OW050625 Tokyo KYODO in English 0605 GMT 
5 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 5 KYODO—The Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party said Saturday it will accept an opposition 
demand for a 2.94 trillion yen tax reduction as a stale- 
ment on the Diet (parliament) went into the fourth 
Straight day, LDP sources said. 


Business on the Diet is most likely to resume on Mon- 
day. 


The LDP, giving in to opposition pressures, rescinded its 
earlier proposal to open interparty talks to discuss how 
to secure what it calls a “permanent source of revenues” 
to finance a major tax reduction, Opposition sources 
said. 


Cpposition parties have resisted the LDP’s call for talks 
o the “permanent source of revenues” which they say 
means an imposition of a new indirect tax. 


The ruling party led by Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita filed a fresh proposal to begin talks among 
ruling and opposition policy planners to discuss the 
source of revenues for the tax reduction, the LDP saic. 


Three major opposition parties, which did not respond 
immediately to the fresh LDP plan, agreed to hold a 
ruling-Opposition meeting on Monday, opposition 
sources said. 


Kozo Watanabe, chairman of the LDP Diet Affairs 
Committee, presente? the new plan in a meeting Satur- 
day with his counterparts of the Japan Socialist Party, 
Komeito and the Democratic Socialist Party. 


Diet business has been stalled since Wednesday as the 
LDP rejected an opposition call for a 2.94 trillion yen cut 
in income, resident and corporate taxes. The LDP pro- 
posed creating an interparty forum to discuss a tax cut 
and a permanent source of revenues for financing it. 


Parties Disagree Over Where To Cut 
OW070645 Tokyo KYODO in English 0441 GMT 
7 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 7 KYODO—Ruling and opposi- 
tion parties failed on Monday morning to agree to 
resume business on the Diet, stalled since Wednesday 
over an Opposition-proposed tax cut plan, parliamentary 
sources said. 


Representatives of the Lit. ral Democratic Party and the 
three main Opposition parties disagreed over a source of 
revenues to finance the 2.94 trillion yen tax reduction 
plan. 
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Kozo Watanabe, chairman of the LDP Diet Affairs 
Committee, said he will resume the talks in the afternoon 
with his counterparts from the Japan Socialist Party, 
Komeito, and the Democratic Socialist Party. 


Before meeting with the LDP, opposition representa- 
tives met and agreed not to respond to any inter-party 
talks which may lead to an imposition of a ne w indirect 
tax. 


Mongolia 


Soviet Ambassador Ends Tour in Ulaanbaatar 
OW050835 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0910 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] Mongolian party leader and President Batmonh 
met in Ulaanbaatar on Thursday Soviet Ambassador to 
Mongolia Fomichenko in connection with the latter’s 
return home after the completion of his diplomatic 
mission to Mongolia. 


Batmonh presented Fomichenko with the Order of 
Sukhe Bator as a recognition of his great contribution to 
developing and deepening Mongolian-Soviet friendship, 
all-round cooperation between the MPRP and the Soviet 
Communisi Party, and the two states. 


Ministry of Environmental Protection Set Up 
OW05 1327 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0910 GMT 5 Feb 88 


[Text] In the days of the acute ecological conditions, 
particular attention in Mongolia is given to environment 
protection. In view of this, a new Ministry of Environ- 
mental Protection was set up. It has worked ou’ a 
comprehensive program to the year 2005, which 
includes findings on lowering air pollution, promoting 
reforestation, and protecting water resources. Top prior- 
ity attention is given to forest (?tracts), which occupy not 
less than /0 percent of the couniry’s territory. Timber 
resources of Mongolia are enough for meeting the 
country’s needs but the main thing now is to learn to 
rationally utilize and restore them. 


Research Center To Manufacture Computers 
OW060!122 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 
1700 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, March 5 (MONTSAME)—Workers 
of the Experiment-cum-Research Centre of Electronic 
Technology set up last year, are planning to start manu- 
facturing 16-bit computers similar to the American IBM- 
TX machines. since 1985, Mongolia is producing “Mo- 
nei” micro-computers with quite good speed and volume 
of memory. 


Mongolian scientists will participate in the work on 12 
different problems within a Council for Mutual Eco- 
nomic Assistance (CMEA) cooperation programme in a 
tep-priority field of electronics, the organizations 
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involved are the Academic Institute of Physics and 
Technology, Institute of Mathematics, Experiment-cum- 
Research Centre of Electronic Technology, Information 
Centre ec. 


North Korea 


Foreign Ministry on U.S. Anti-Cuba Campaign 
SK050200 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2200 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] The DPRK Foreign Ministry spokesman issued 
the following press statement denouncing the recent 
mean maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists against Cuba. 


The press statement of the DPRK Foreign Ministry 
spokesman: 


The U.S. imperialists have recently engaged in mea: 
maneuvers against Cuba, circulating public opinion as if 
Cuba were trampling on human rights. The United 
States is conducting vicious anti-Cuban commotion, 
going so far as to refer the issue of trampling on human 
rights in Cuba to the UN Human Rights Committee. The 
U.S. anti-Cuban maneuvers are aimed at weakening the 
increasingly enhanced position of the Republic of Cuba 
and blocking its influence. 


Since the first day of the victory of the Cuban revolution, 
the U.S. imperialists have continuously perpetrated 
maneuvers of aggression, interference, blockade, and 
stratagem to obliterate it; but they ha\ ¢ not succeeded in 
blocking the victorious advance of the Republic of Cuba 
and its people. Today the Cuban people enjoy happy new 
lives with human dignity, freedom, and rights com- 
pletely assured under an advanced socialist system and 
are waging a vigorous struggle to defend the country and 
the revolution to bring forth national prosperity by 
firmly rallying around the party and the government, 
headed by their supreme leader Comrade Fidel Castro, 
with high national pride and self-respect. 


As for the issue of trampling on human rights, it is the 
U.S. imperialists themselves that should be denounced 
and stand trial. The U.S. imperialists are the ringleader 
of aggression, war, and international terrorism. It is well 
known to all the people of the world that human rights 
are trampled on most harshly in the United States than 
anywhere else on earth. In the United States, millions 
and tens of millions of jobless people wander around 
begging, murder and kidnapping are rampant in broad 
daylight, and, in particular, black people and minority 
races are harshly suppressed and deprived of even their 
elementary freedom and right to exist. The U.S. persons 
in authority are not in a position to presumptuously rave 
about human rights and are recklessly blaming other 
countries. 
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The world vividly remembers the heinous criminal and 
terrorist acts the U.S. imperialists have habitually com- 
mitted, violently interfering in the internal affairs of 
other countries, strangling sovereign states by force of 
arms, ard engaging in acts of subversion and destruc- 
tion. 


Ever since the first day of their occupation of South 
Korea, the U.S. imperialists have established a fascist 
terrorist ruling system there and converted South Korea 
into a zone of obliterating human rights. i hose who 
committed the Kwangju massacr< in South Korea were 
the U.S. imperialists themscives. Even today in South 
Korea, the people and students who call for freedom and 
democracy are suppressed and persecuted en masse and 
are the object of terrorism, arrest, torture, and murder. 


It is preposterous that the United States, which must 
stand trial as the accused for its own trampling on 
human rights, should blame others as if it were a judge. 
The United States should immediately stop the absurd 
anti-Cuban mazeuvers in connection with the human 
rights issue and respect Cuba’s sovereign right. Should 
the United States continue the reckless anti-Cuban 
maneuvers, grea<: indignation and the hatred of the 
people of the world will be avoused. 


The DPRK Government and the Korean people reso- 
lutely denounce the anti-Cuban maneuvers conducted by 
the U.S. imperialists and send firm support and solidar- 
ity vith the brave struggle of the Cuban people who 
crush the continuous maneuvers of the United States for 
interference and aggression, defend the gains of the 
revolution like a fortress, and vigorously accelerate the 
country’s socialist construction. The Korean people will 
always stand together with the revolutionary Cuban 
people in the anti-imperialist, anti-U.S. joint front. 


[Dated] 4 March 1988, Pyongyang. 


Daily Decries Reagan Talk on ‘Detente’ 
SK070543 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0506 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 7 (KCNA)—U.S. President 
Reagan groundlessly slandered us, clamouring about 
“detente” on the Korean peninsula. Commenting on 
this, NODONG SINMUN today says that it is an 
— shout reminding one of a thief crying “stop 
thief”. 


In a signed commentary the paper goes on: 


The United States is the very one which is aggravating 
tension on the Korean peninsula. 


It is well known to the world that the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea is making all sincere efforts 
to ease tensions on the Korean peninsula. 
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It is none other than the United States that threw a wet 
blanket over the trend of detente which was arranged 
with so much effort and increases the North-South 
confrontation and the danger of war. 


The United States is talking about detente, while creat- 
ing the danger of a war in deed. This is a shameless 


hypocrisy. 


Whatever tricks the U.S. imperialists may apply to 
project themselves as an “angel of peace”, they can not 
cover their ugly sight as war maniacs, interventionists 
who are bringing a dark cloud of war over the Korean 
peninsula. 


The United States is massing armed forces for aggression 
including Naval and Air Forces in and around South 
Korea under the pretext of guaranteeing “security of 
Seoul Olympics”. 


It is nonsensical of Reagan to blare that the “danger” of 
Olympics is likely coming from outside, clamouring 
about other’s “vicience to rupture” the Olympics. This is 
an offspring of the evil habit of the U.S. imperialists in 
shifting their crimes on to others. It is nothing but a 
sophism to justify war provocation moves. 


The relaxation of tensions on the Korean peninsula can 
be achieved only after the United States and the South 
Korean puppets have stopped arms buildup and war 
provocation moves and withdrawn the U.S. imperialist 
aggresssion forces and nuclear weapons from South 
Korea. 


JCP, South’s Smear Campaign Condemned 
SK070459 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0430 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 7 (KCNA)}—The South Korean 
puppets are resorting to a new smear campaign to shift 
the blame for the KAL incident on to us at any cost. 


On March 5 the puppet Security Planning Board of 
South Korea came out with a piffle about the photo 
taken by a correspondent of “AKAHATA” when the 
second meeting of the North-South coordination com- 
mittee was held in Pyongyang in November, 1972, and 
asserted that the photo showed the South Korean dele- 
gate receiving a bouquet of flowers from a school girl 
who they claimed was Mayumi, a “criminal involved in 
the explosion of the passenger jetliner”. This time, they 
claimed that their announcement was based on the 
“confirmation” and “statement” of Mayumi herself. 


Joining them in their smear campaign, the former cor- 
respondent of “AKAHATA” chimed in saying that 
Mayumi “very much louks like” the girl who gave the 
bouquet to the South Korean celegate. 
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This new fiction of the South Korean puppets is nothing 
surprising because they, in a bid to link th2 KAL incident 
with us in a far-fetched way, already invented a cock and 
bull story that Mayumi, whose name, schooling and 
family were cooked up, is an “operative” from the 
North. 


As they are trying to have their fabrication “recognized” 
by producing the photo that appeared in a publication of 
the Japan Communist Party as if it were a strong 
evidence to vilify us, we are compelled to clarify its truth. 


As the girl who they said gave a bouquet of flowers to the 
South Korean Red Cross delegate in Kaesong is not 
Mayumi, so another school girl who gave a bouquet of 
flowers to Chang Ki-yong at the time of the second 
meeting of co-chairmen of the North-South coordination 
committee is not Mayumi either. 


The school girl who gave a bouquet to Chang Ki-yong at 
that time is Chong Hui-son, who is still in Pyongyang. 


Chong Hui-son, born on may 7, 1960, presented a 
bouquet to Chang Ki-yong when she was attending the 
Pyongyang Kumsong Middle School. After graduating 
from the school, she graduated from the Kim Hyong- 
chik University of Education and is now a teacher at the 
Pyongyang University of Foreign Studies since Septem- 
ber 1981. 


Her father Chong Chong-yo who was an artist at the 
Mansudae Art Studio died in December 1984 and her 
mother Pak In-suk is now residing at the neighbourhood 
unit no. 16, Kyongnim-dong, Central District, Pyong- 
yang. She is an embroiderer in a housewives’ service 
workteam. Chong hui-son’s husband returned home 
from Japan in the year 1972 and is now a researcher of 
the University of International Affairs. 


Chon hui-son has two younger brothers and one elder 
sister in Pyongyang. 


According to Chong Hui-son, pupils who presented 
flowers to delegates of the South Korean side who came 
to Pyongyang during the second meeting of the co- 
chairmen of the North-South Coordination Committee 
in November 1972, were selected from the Kumsong 
Middle School and the Crangjon Middle scaool in the 
Central District, Pyongyang; a pupil who stood just in 
front of her was her fellow member of the dance circle of 
the Pyongyang students and children’s palace; that girl 
presented a bouquet to Yi Hu-nak, who was heading the 
delegation of the South side, while she gave onz to Chang 
Ki-yong. 


This is what actually happened. 


It is the stark fact that the very flower-presenter lives 
here in the northern half of the republic and there is her 
picture taken at that time. Isn't it foolish of the puppets 
to advertise her as Mayumi? 
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Their clumsy drama in which they asserted in a far- 
fetched manner Mayumi was a “flower-presenter™ is a 
vivid instance telling the world people how the “KAL 
incident” was faked up. 


In this way, the puppets groundlessly linked the DPRK 
with the “KAL incident.” 


ith the 
<M. cc more 


Clear is the reason why they are gettir 
anti-DPRK smear campaign after 
fabricatic n. 


The puppet rulers, under the backstage manipulation of 
their U.S. imperialist master and in conspiracy with the 
Japanese reactionaries, cooked up the missing passenger 
plane and have frenziedly carried out a smear campaign 
against the DPRK. This, however, turned out to be a 
self-made drama of the plotters as days went by, inviting 
greater denunciation and derision from the world public. 


The puppets, after consultation with their masters, laid 
this case before the United Nations Secucity Council 
meeting Only to suffer a cool treatment and frustration. 
Growing strong even in South Korea is the opin‘on that 
the “results of investigation” into the KAL incident was 
a “fake-up and a document lacking any credibility” 
published by the “No Tae-u group according to its 
prearranged scenario. 


they are seeking to achieve the “security” of their power 
by justifying their crime in aggravating the North-South 
confrontation and leading the situation to the brink of 
war, turning their faces away from our proposal for the 
North-South joint conference, and diverting elsewhere 
the attention of the discontented people of South Korea. 
This is, however, a serious miscalculation. Any new 
brainchild on the part of the puppets to save the already 
bankrupt conspiratorial drama will only reveal more 
glaringly its ulterior motive and invite even bitterer 
cordemnation from world community. On this occasion 
we would like to say a few words to the Japan Commu- 
nist Party and its newspaper “AKAHATA.” It is true 
that a correspondent of “AKAHATA” was stationed in 
Pyongyang in 1972 and he covered the second mee.ing of 
co-chairmen of the North-South Coordination Commit- 
tee. But he was so foolish as to pick out a photo taken by 
him to tell a cock-and bull story, playing the role of 
supplying water to the water mill of the puppets in their 
smear campaign. He seems to be out of his mind or 
bribed by them. This act is hardly understandable. The 
JCP and “AKAHATA” had better behave prudently, 
clearly mindful of what a shameful and base act it is for 
them to side with the puppets bereft of reason after being 
coaxed by the imperialists. The liars should stop such a 
foolish act as pricking their eyes by themselves. We will 
never connive at their dastardly anti-DPRK smear cam- 
paign and the unbiased public opinion of the world will 
not tolerate it either. 
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‘Team Spirit’ Said To Bring Threat of War 
SK060850 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0008 GMT 5 Mar 88 


{NODONG SINMUN 5 March commentary: “A Dan- 
gerous Game of Playing With Fire That Gathers the 
Fiery Clouds of War’’} 


[Text] The war frenzy which is being conducted through- 
out South Korea under the pretext of “Team Spirit-88” 
continues to arouse greater coacern among the people of 
the world with the passage of time. 


4’ atime when hundreds of troops of aggression lined up 
»ehind the first batch of the advance detachment of the 
antiaircraft artillery unit of the U.S. Army who are now 
accelerating their preparations for a mobile field exercise 
in South Korea after being shipped in from the conti- 
nental United States, the U.S. imperialist forces of 
aggression are arriving en masse in South Korea in rapid 
succession to participate in this war exercise. Following 
the arrival in Pusan port of a high-speed U.S. Army 
freighter from Washington in the United States—-a 
freighter carrying a large amount of military hardware, 
including approximately |,000 vehicles of various types 
and helicopters—the equipment unloaded from the 
freighter is being transported to the areas close to the 
Military Demarcation Line where the war exercise 1s 
being conducied. 


Aircraft of various types, large cargo ships, and warships 
carrying the U.S. imperialist troops of aggression and 
military hardware are pouring into South Korea. This 
reminds the people of the scenes of the U.S. imperialists 
lighting the torch of war in our country during the past 
Korean war. 


The movements being made by the U.S. forces occupy- 
ing South Korea and the puppet army in connection with 
the “Team Spirit” war exercise attract our attention. 


Timed to coincide with che arrival of the aggressive 
forces that are being poured into South Korea trom 
abroad, the caudillos of the U.S. Air Force occupying 
South Korea and the puppet Air Force have recently held 
a 3-day joint chemical, biological, and radiological con- 
ference for the discussion of chemical warfare, biological 
warfare, and nuclear war. The puppets who conducted a 
naval exercise for a month beginning | February are now 
often conducting various forms of demonstration exer- 
cises in connection with the “Team Spirit-88" war 
exercise, including a model combat demonstration 
designed to raise war capabilities. 


The acts of aerial spying on the northern half of the 
republic througl: the use of the SR-71 high-speed, high- 
altitude reconnaissance plane have become more fre- 
quent. 
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The military movements by the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppets in the wake of the ““Team Spirit- 
88” war exercise, a danger that can be seen only on the 
eve of war, are now pushing the situation on the Korean 
peninsula, which has remained tense even without it, 
further toward the brink of war. 


The aggressors admit themseives that the Korean penin- 
sula is a region where the danger of war is highest. The 
“Team Spirit-88” joint exercise is not a defensive exer- 
cise of any kind, but a nuclear exercise of northward 
invasion. 


As it is a game of playing with fire set in motion by the 
U.S. imperialist aggressors who have frantically acceler- 
ated their war preparations in South Korea to a stage 
where they are completing them, the danger of this war 
exercise is greater. 


As is widely known, South Korea is the largest nuclear 
forward base in the Far East, filled with approximately 
1,000 pieces of various types of nuclear weaponry. 


In recent years the U.S. imperialists have further accel- 
erated the expanding armament in South Korea. Accord- 
ing to the plans to modernize the U.S. imperiaiist troops 
of aggression that occupy South Korean and to increase 
the puppet army’s combat capabilities, modern equip- 
ment and weapons of mass destruction of various types 
have been shipped in rapid succession into South Korea. 
Nuclear weapons of various types, including neutron 
bombs which are branded diabolical weapons, and 
nuclear delivery means, including Lance missiles, have 
been shipped into South Korea and underground nuclear 
storage depots have been build in various parts of South 
Korea. These are not the only weapons that have been 
shipped into South Korea. 


A large quantity of poison-gas bombs for chemical war- 
fare are stocked in South Korea. The reserve war mate- 
rials stocked to increase war potentials have reached 
thtir limit. 


The U.S. imperialists have stockpiled 10,000 tons of 
military equipment with the U.S. Armed Forces in 
Japan, assuming the provocation of a Korean war. In 
particular, we should not overlook the fact that the 
warmongers reorganized the U.S. forces in South Korea 
and the puppet army into offensive forces and completed 
preparations for wartime mobilization. 


As was exposed, the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppets in 1985 revised the operational and 
combat plans of the puppet army and its command 
system in such a way as to be able to carry out an actual 
northward war of aggression and reorganized the puppet 
armed forces into an offensive force. 


The offensive target area in the northern half of the 
republic has been allocated to the puppet army units and 
tanks and the armored corps have been drastically 
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increased to ensure the speed of offensive operation. 
Special units were organized in battalions, regiments, 
and divisions of the puppet army and in all other service 
branches in the army, navy, and air force. The troops of 
these units number 180,000. 


About 80 to 90 percent of the puppet army have been 
deployed in advance areas close to the Military Demar- 
cation Line, along with the U.S. imperialist aggressor 
forces. Commotions were also staged to reorganize the 
reserve units into active ones and to bind civilians with 
8 wartime system while raving about commandeering 
manpower and material resources required for war. 


The reserve units were mobilized on a large scale in the 
“Team Spirit” war exercise, which is called a test nuclear 
war and a preliminary nuclear war, together with approx- 
imately 200,000 regular armed forces. An exercise of 
commandeering additional manpower and material 
resources was also staged by assuming wartime condi- 
tions. 


The U.S. imperialists and the puppets further completed 
combat (?techniques) simulating a northward war of 
aggression. Last year such offensive operations as a 
landing operation, a maximum-range sortie exercise, and 
a river-crossing operation were repeatedly staged, flying 
even an E-4b plane which is known to be the command 
aircraft for a full-scale nuclear war, so that such opera- 
tions could be turned into a surprise attack on the 


. northern half of the Republic. 


The U.S. imperialists openly raved that the “Team 
Spirit” war exercise proved that it could carry out any 
war without advance notice. This is not an accident. To 
perfect the U.S.-Japan-South Korea tripartite military 
alliance, the U.S. imperialists have frequently staged 
joint exercises with the Japan Self-Defense Forces in 
parallel with the “Team Spirit” war exercise and invited 
the leaders of the Japan Self-Defense Forces to the 
“Team Spirit” war exercise as so-called observers. 


It has become a fait accompli that the U.S. imperialists 
will drag the Japan Self-Defense Forces into a war on the 
Korean peninsula as soon as they provoke it. All facts 
show that the “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise, 
staged on the basis of accelerated preparations for a war 
on the Korean peninsula, can be developed into a war of 
northward aggression at any moment. 


The U.S. imperialists are advancing along the path of 
further aggravating the situation on the Korean penin- 
sula even by concocting an anti-Republic smear incident 
while babbling as if they would ease tension in some 
area. This cannot be considered without keeping in mind 
the completion of war preparations in South Korea. 
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The bellicose Reagan regime which accelerated full-scale | The fact that the U.S. imperialists plotted a concrete 
war preparations in South Korea, while raving about measure to lift the “capacity for the joint chemical, 
reconstruction of the mighty United States, may perpe- _— biological and radioactive warfare” of the U.S. Air Force 
trate anything together with the No Tae-uclique,agroup § and the South Korean puppet Air Force and staged even 
of war maniacs. actual exercise for it shows that their manoeuvres for the 
preparations for nuclear, chemical and bacteriological 
We are closely watching with heightened vigilance the warfare reached a very dangerous stage. 
“Team Spirit” war exercise staged by the U.S. imperial- 
ists and the South Korean puppets. The adventurous — The U.S. imperialists must give up their criminal moves 
playing with fire by the U.S. imperialists and the pup- _ to impose a nuclear and chemical war upon the Korean 
pets, threatening peace in Korea, Asia, and the world, _ people and get out of South Korea, taking along their 
cannot avoid denunciation at home and abroad. aggression forces and all nuclear and chemical weapons. 


If the aggressors recklessly provoke us, we will give due 


punishment to the rascals The No Tae-u group must discontinue its treacherous 


acts to inflict even nuclear and poison gas calamities 
upon the fellow countrymen at the instigation of the U.S. 
imperialists and step down without delay. 


Mountain Exercise Held 


py - Rtgs aw KCNA in English Daily on Arrest of USIS Building Occupiers 
SK071039 Pyongyang KCNA in English 


[Text] Pyongyang March 6 (KCNA) —The U.S. imperi- aay ae 

alists and the South Korean fascist clique on March 4 ; , nie 

held an adventurous “joint mountainous exercise”, syn- _ [“Reactionary Offensive Against Patriotic Forces”"— 
chronizing with the massive deployment in South Korea KCNA headline] 

of the combat equipment for the “Team Spirit 88” joint 

military exercises, a test nuclear war and a preliminary 


war against the North, according to a radio report from _— [Text] Pyongyang March 7 (KCNA)—The South Korean 
Seoul. fascist clique arrested and is harshly torturing and per- 


secuting patriotic students who occupied the “U.S. 
In the exercise held that day at a unit of the puppet air = Information Service” building in Seoul and staged a 
force under the bellicose signboard of “cultivation of sit-in. on March 5 it arrested three more patriotic stu- 
capacity to adapting oneself to the mountain”, the U.S. | dents charging them with being “forces behind” it. 
imperialists and the puppet clique frantically staged a 
“special falling exercise” including the high-altitude | Meanwhile, the puppets are stretching tentacles of sup- 
parachuting exercise. pression to students, crying that they would arrest the 

socalled “prime movers” and “backstage forces’’ who 
This military rehearsal for familiarization with the geog- _ pasted up large wall papers disclosing the seamy side of 
raphy of the northern half of Korea with many moun- _ the KAL incident at universities in Seoul and Taegu. 
tains reveals its aggressive nature. 


NODONG SINMUN today in a signed commentary 
says that this clearly shows how wild the South Korean 


CPRF on South Chemical-Biological Meeting + ; 
SK050430 Pyongyang KCNA in English | ee are running to block the just struggle 
0423 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March $ (KCNA)}—The Secretariat of | "he commentary notes: 


the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the 

Fatherland in its Information No. 441 dated March 4 _—‘ The students struggled, taking the accursed aggressive 
stresses that the Korean people will not pardon the Organ of the U.S. imperialists as a target. It is a proud 
criminal manoeuvres of the U.S. imperialists andthe No 4Nd_ patriotic action worthy of praise. The slogans 


Tae-u group to ignite the most brutal nuclear war and = Shouted by students at the sit-in place are not only 
chemical war. demand of theirs but also the unanimous will of the 


entire South Korean people. 


Some time ago, the U.S. imperialists and the South 

Korean puppet Air Force held a socalled “joint chemical, They disclosed the truth of the fake-up of the KAL 
biological and radioactive conference” to discuss the — incident because it was as clear as noonday that the 
concrete operational tactics for the preparations of — incident was a drama directed and staged by the U.S. 
“chemical, biological and radioactive warfare”, the — imperialists, the Japanese reactionaries and the South 
information says, and continues: Korean puppets for an ulterior political purpose. 
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This notwithstanding, the puppets regard the patriotic 
students who rose in the righteous struggle as criminals, 
and are getting frantic in the crackdown upon them. This 
can be done only by such traitors and fascist maniacs as 
the No Tae-u group. 


The No Tae-u military gangsters clique’s intensified 
suppression of students as never before is aimed at 
preventing the mass movement for independence, 
democracy and reunification led by students who have 
always taken the lead in the struggle in South Korea from 
expanding extensively once again. But no suppression by 
bayonet or smear campaign will bring “relief” to the U.S. 
imperialists and the puppets. 


SKNDF Letter Denounces ‘Transfer of Power’ 
SK060815 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0805 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 6 (KCNA) The Central Com- 
mittee of the “South Korean National Democratic 
Front” (““Hanminjon’’) in its “open letter to the entire 
people” dated February 28 branded the “transfer of 
power’ in South Korea as a work replacing the agents of 
the United States in accordance with its script, according 
to radio “Voice of National Salvation”. 


The letter says: 


The socalled “Sixth Republic” of the traitor No Tae-u is 
not a change of the political system, but a change of 
persons on duty in “Chongwadae”’. And it is a system of 
the U.S. domination inheriting the colonial military 
fascist system of the “Fifth Republic,” a fascist system 
on a military basis and a one-party dictatorial system of 
the “Democratic Justice Party”. 


Both the No Tae-u “regime” and the Chon Tu-hwan 
“regime”, the letter notes, are twin military dictatorial 
“regimes” which have grown from the root of a poison- 
ous plant and the two “regimes” are twin illegitimate 
children born by the United States. 


Exposing the deceptive nature of the traitor No Tae-u’s 
“June 29 commitments” and “February 25 commit- 
ments”, the letter stated this is the yoke of a foolish 
““people’s concord” to bind the people hand and foot to 
the military dictatorial system, a trap for disrupting the 
democratic forces and luring the opposition to ensure the 
vested rights of the ruling party, a drug to emasculate the 
resistance spirit of the basic masses and a poison to bar 
the movement for change. 


Pointing to the necessity to deepen the struggle for a 
genuine democratization, the letter says that the forth- 
coming “parliamentary election” is one more opportu- 
nity in the struggle to terminate the military rule. 
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Holding that the struggle against the military rule should 
be combined with the movement for national reunifica- 
tion, the letter stresses that to this end, the anti-commu- 
nist “state policy” must be abolished, the anti-North 
smear Campaign be discontinued and the unified Olym- 
piad based on the North-South joint sponsorship be 
realized, not the single-handed hosting of the ‘88 Olym- 
pic games. 


Calling that the struggle against the military rule should 
be waged under the banner of anti-U.S. independence, 
the letter says that all the organizations for the nation- 
saving movement and various segments of the demo- 
cratic and patriotic forces should combine their anti- 
military rule struggle for democracy in step with the 
anti-U.S. struggle for independence, not having any 
illusion about the United States. 


The letter declares that the “South Korean National 
Democratic Front” will advance with redoubled courage 
together with the people of all walks of life who are 
burning with justice and patriotism to overthrow the No 
Tae-u military dictatorship with the grand march of the 
anti-U.S. anti-military dictatorship struggle for national 
salvation and usher in a new phase for independence, 
democracy and reunification. 


South Said Attempting To Block Struggle 
SK075019 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0457 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 7 (KCNA) —The No Tae-u 
fascist clique openly revealed an attempt to crack down 
upon the workers’ struggle for right to existence and 
democratic freedom, according to a report. 


The puppet Ministry of Labour, at a meeting of “section 
chiefs of city and provincial public affairs,” on March 3 
instructed them to “grasp beforehand” workers’ collec- 
tive action for formation of independent trade unions 
and wage- hike and deal with it as “illegal’’, and strictly 
“examine the establishment” since a number of new 
independent trade unions have been formed. 


This shows how frantically the South Korean fascist 
clique is trying to put down the workers’ struggle at any 
cost in a bid to keep “stability of power”’. 


Paper on No’s Suppressing People’s Will 
SK050830 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0007 GMT 2 Mar 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 2 March commentary: “Whirl- 
wind of Bayonet-Wielding Suppression Blows’”’} 


[Text] As soon as the No Tae-u ring came into power, 
they drew a bloody bayonet of suppression against the 
people. Saying that they anticipate social disturbances 
around the | March Samil Independence Movement 
anniversary taking advantage of the transitional period, 
they issued an emergency alert order again, driving the 
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police all over South Korea for the suppression of the 
people. Babbling about the advance of the radical stu- 
dents and the impure opposition forces, the puppets also 
issued a suppressive order to thoroughly block them. 


This is part of the new suppressive offensive prompted 
by the criminal design to repress with guns and bayonets 
the people who oppose military rule and demand the 
establishment of a civilian government and to smoothly 
implement military rule by any means. 


Although the farce of the transfer of power is said to have 
taken place in South Korea, under the circumstance 
where the people cannot have any hope, it is natural and 
an exercise of their inalienable rights that they should 
oppose the prolongation of military rule by traitor No 
Tae-u and struggle calling for the establishment of a 
civilian government. 


The criminal to be punished in South Korea is the No 
Tae-u ring itself which blocked the way to democratiza- 
tion with guns and bayonets and prolonged the military 
dictatorship. 


Traitor No Tae-u has continuously raved about demo- 
cratic development, and in the so-called inaugural cere- 
mony he pronounced that an era of oppression by force 
is over. After that, he staged the so-called farce of an 
amnesty. However, the burn-until-it-aches operation 
against the democratic forces, which was committed as 
soon as traitor No Tae-u took the presidential post, 
reveals clearly once again that his babblings about dem- 
ocratic development, democratic reconciliation, and ful- 
fillment of commitment are a palpable lie to disguise his 
act of illegal and unlawful snatching of power and that he 
is only pursuing the government by force. 


The wielding of bayonets against the people 1s the way of 
existence of the No Tae-u ring. In the manner that they 
fabricated their assumption of power by covering all 
South Korea with a forest of guns and bayonets, the No 
Tae-u ring is attempting to make South Korea a bloody 
site of rampant fascism again and to solidify the base of 
the military dictatorial regime by smoothly holding the 
National Assembly elections and the Olympics. The 
clear proof of this is that the No Tae-u ring is hastening 
to form the Olympic security corps, consisting of 
120,000 troops and modern suppressive equipment, 
under the pretext of the Olympics, and organizing some 
800,000 into various forms of auxiliary police armed 
forces, including the voluntary mobile patrol units. 


On 26 February, the fascist clique dispatched some 
1,800 police troops consisting of 12 companies and 
blocked the area surrounding the Myongdong Cathedral 
in Seoul, thereby openly suggesting that anyone who 
opposes military rule will become an object of suppres- 
sion. Traitor No Tae-u, babbling about amnesty, 
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released some persons through the front gate of prison 
and attempted to imprison more people through the 
back gate, thus making all of South Korea a prison 
without bars. 


Judging from ali the behavicr of the puppets, it is very 
clear that they will not hesitate to commit any bestial 
violence in future to sustain the power which they have 
illegally and unlawfully taken. 


However, they will not be able to sustain their doomed 
fate with guns and bayonets. The South Korean people, 
who have already passed a political death sentence on 
the No Tae-u ring, will never stop the struggle until they 
overthrow them and establish a civilian government. As 
shown by the anti-U.S. and antigover ment demonstra- 
tions on 25 February, which were vigorously staged in 
eight cities all across South Korea opposing traitor No 
Tae-u’s coming into power under the slogan: Overthrow 
the United Siates, Overthrow murderer No Tae-u! the 
South Korean people’s anti-U.S., antidictatorship strug- 
gle for democratization is exploding strongly again. As 
the cold winter wind cannot stop the coming of spring no 
matter how strong it may be, so the puppets will not be 
able to curb the will of the South Korean people to live in 
the spring of democracy, the spring of struggle, no matter 
what harsh fascist bayonet-wielding wind may blow. The 
South Korean people will eliminate the colonial fascist 
rule of the U.S. imperialists and the No Tae-u ring with 
a pannational resistance. 


Commentary on No’s Talk on ‘Self-Dignity’ 
SK050811 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1150 GMT 4 Mar 88 


{Commentary by station commentator Chong Pong-kil: 
‘““Unbecoming Propaganda of Colonial Puppets”’} 


[Text] The South Korean ruling bunch, including traitor 
No Tae-u, has vociferously clamored about a so-called 
era of national self-dignity on various occasions. 


At the so-called presidential inaugural ceremony, traitor 
No Tae-u put forth such jargon. In the wake of this, he 
made the same remarks in his speech to commemorate 
the | March anniversary. 


Also, the puppet prime minister and other underlings 
have talked about an era of national self-dignity. This is 
deceptive propaganda, unbecoming of the colonial pup- 


pets. 


South Korea is a typical colony of the modern era whose 
national sovereignty has been completely infringed 
upon. The U.S. imperialists behave as masters in the 
political, economic, military, and other fields in South 
Korea. 


The No Tae-u regime is nothing but a puppet regime that 
the U.S. imperialists have placed in power. It is no secret 
that traitor No Tae-u was nominated as a presidential 
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candidate and his victory was cooked up according to the 
U.S. imperialists’ scenario and behind-the-scenes 
manipulation. It is no accident that the South Korean 
youths, students, and people denounce the No Tae-u 
regime as the U.S. imperialists’ marionette regime. 


This notwithstanding, the nation-selling traitors, who 
have left South Korea to the U.S. imperialists as their 
colonial and military base, have survived under the 
support of the U.S. and Japanese masters and their 
behind-the-scenes manipulation, and have bestially sup- 
pressed the people who demand national sovereignty 
and reunification, are babbling about so-called national 
self-dignity. There could not be a more preposterous and 
ridiculous political caricature than this. 


Under whatever pretext, the No Tae-u ring has no 
qualifications to talk about national self-dignity. It can- 
not hide the stark fact that South Korea is a colony and 
the ring is a group of sordid lackeys with such deceptive 
propaganda. 


It is not because the puppets think even one iota about 
national dignity or sovereignty that they talk about 
national self-dignity. For the advent of an era of genuine 
national self-dignity in South Korea, above all an end 
should be put to the U.S. imperialists’ military occupa- 
tion, political domination, and economic subordination 
which have lasted for nearly 40 years, and their nuclear 
weapons, which are plunging the nation into the danger 
of nuclear holocaust, should be withdrawn from South 
Korea. 


Without referring to this at all, nevertheless, traitor No 
Tae-u is making irrelevant remarks. 


The No Tae-u ring is raving that so-called reconciliation 
should be achieved to open an era of national self- 
dignity. The puppets’ version of so-called reconciliation 
is, in a word, an indication that the South Korean people 
should not protest against its extension of military rule, 
but obey the so-called new regime. 


After all, traitor No Tae-u, under the pretext of national 
self-dignity, is trying to hide his nature as a colonial 
lackey and toadying traitor and to attain security in the 
pro-U.S. military, fascist dictatorship rejected by the 


people. 


However, this is useless. The South Korean people will 

never pardon those who trample underfoot and sell 

al sovereignty. This is well shown by the fact that 

ith Korean youths, students, and people are 

y rising up in the anti-U.S. and antipuppet strug- 

nouncing No Tae-u as a lackey of the United 

States and demanding the overthrow of the United 
States and murder maniac No Tae-u. 


Traitor No Tae-u must not cling to a political acrobatic 
show which can convince no one, but step down from 
power as demanded by the South Korean people. 
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No’s Student Military Drill Criticized 
SK071020 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1014 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 7 (KCNA)—The No Tae-u 
group are scheming to force numerous students into 
collective military drill at barracks, according to a report. 


The military fascist clique announced that the collective 
military training of students would be staged at “civil 
and military corps” and “regional students’ army drill 
ground” from March 7 to mid-November and it would 
involve over 160,000 first-year students throughout 
South Korea. 


This is one of the anti-national moves of the No Tae-u 
group to stamp out the consciousness of anti-U.S. inde- 
pendence and desire for reunification ever growing 
among students and use them as war cannon-fodder of 
the U.S. imperialists by inciting among them hostility 
and war fever against the northern half of the republic 
and forcing them into military drill. 


This is also a crafty trick to keep students away from the 
ranks of the people fighting for independence against the 
United States and for democracy against fascism and for 
reunification in all parts of South Korea. 


No sooner had the traitor No Tae-u grabbed the puppet 
regime than he tries to mobilize many more students to 
military drill. This discloses his filthy nature of an 
anti-national splittist and military fascist. 


Kim Chong-il on Revolution, Construction 
SK051050 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1039 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 5 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today carries a signed article headlined “Profound 
Elucidation of Methodological Principle of Revolution 
and Construction”. 


The article says: 


In his work “On Some Problems of Education in the 
Chuche Idea” dear Comrade Kim Chong-il gave a pro- 
found exposition of the methodological principle of the 
revolution and construction. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the 
Political Bureau, and secretary, of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, said: 


**...The revolution and construction are man’s creative 
activities to transform the objective world to meet his 
needs. Therefore, these undertakings can be successful 
only when man uses the proper methods which have 
been worked out on the basis of a scientific calculation of 
the characteristics of the objective world and the laws of 
its movement.” 
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In his work he indicated the man-centred philosophical 
world outlook, the socio-historical outlook and, on this 
basis, gave a comprehensive exposition of the method- 
ological principle of the revolution and construction. 
This is an outstanding ideological and theoretical feat 
which firmly guarantees the revolutionary character and 
science of the chuche idea. 


Elucidating the methodological principle of the revolu- 
tion and construction is, in essence, to expound the 
correlations between the subject and objective condi- 
tions in the revolution and construction and find a 
correct principle of activity based on it. 


By clarifying in a scientific way that the decisive role in 
the revolution and construction is played not by the 
objective condition but by the popular masses, its sub- 
ject, he fulfilled with success the ideological and theoret- 
ical task to elucidate the correct methodological princi- 
ple of the revolution and construction. 


Basing himself on a scientific exposition of the corela- 
tions between the subject and objective conditions, he in 
his work set it forth as the methodological principle of 
the revolution and construction to discover the cause of 
success or failure in our work within ourselves and 
identify objectively what is to »e done and combine a 
proper strategy and tactics while giving play to the 
epthusiasm of the masses. The cause of success or failure 
of our work should be found within ourselves because 
the success or failure of the revolution and construction 
is mainly decided by man, their master. The reason why 
it is necessary to identify objectively what is to be done 
can be explained by the fi -t that objective condition and 
environment are the object of the creative activity of 
man. To bring the revolutionary zeal and creativity of 
the masses into full play is a guarantee for raising their 
ideological awareness to win a constant victory in the 
revolution and construction. 


When their zeal is being brought into full play, the 
objective condition can be turned favourably and the 
revolution and construction be carried out successfully. 
If their revolutionary zeal and creativity are to result in 
success of the revolution and construction, there should 
be a correct guidance. 


The combination of guidance with masses means, in 
essence, realising the guidance of the party and the leader 
among the masses. When a party of the working class 
gets the masses fully display revolutionary zeal and 
creativity and, at the same time, puts forward a correct 
strategy and tactics, can it combine guidance with the 
masses and lead the popular masses abong the correct 
path of the revolution and construction. herein lies the 
methodological weapon of the working class party to 
lead the popular masses to the victory of the revolution. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Strict Adherence to Collectivist Method Urged 
SK071009 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0959 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 7 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN Sunday runs a signed article entitled “Strict 
Adherence to Collectivist Method Is Essential for Con- 
solidation of Socialist System.” 


The article says: 


Dear Comrade Kim Chong-il in his works propounded 
the idea of strictly adhering to the collectivist principle 
and method in the course of consolidating the socialist 
system. The idea serves as a highly important guideline 
in the efforts to maintain the advantages of the socialist 
system and increase its attraction. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the 
Political Bureau, and secretary, of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, said: 


“The normal method of running the socialist system 
should be by all means a collectivist method.” 


In the course of consolidating the socialist system, the 
collectivist principle and method should be strictly kept 
to in all spheres of social life, politics, economy, moral- 
ity, way of life, etc. Only then is it possible to constantly 
consolidate the socialist system and give full play to its 
advantages. unified application of this principle and 
method in running the socialist system makes it possible 
to maintain the working-class position and revolutionary 
principle in the building of socialism and communism 
and promote the revolution and construction without 
deviation. 


Unified application of this principle and method in the 
political affairs is guaranteed by socialist democracy. 


Unified application of this principle and method can be 
seen in the course of managing the economy in the 
direction of consolidating socialist ownership of the 
means of production in the economic sectors. 


Collective ownership of the means of production is the 
economic foundation of the socialist system. Collectiv- 
ism, the life and essence of the socialist system, can be 
displayed only by relying on socialist ownership of the 
means of production. The consolidation of this owner- 
ship is an important component in the strengthening of 
the collectivist features of the socialist system. 


The collectivist principle and method can run through 
the people’s morality and way of life only by intensifying 
education in communist morality and establishing a 
socialist way of life. 
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Our practical experience clearly proves that unified 
application of the collectivist principle and method is the 
correct way of steadily consolidating the socialist system 
and ensuring success in the building of socialism and 
communism. 


South Korea 


UNC Blames North for Not Returning MIA’s 
SK042325 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
5 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] The United Nations Command (UNC) compone- 
nent of the Military Armistice Commission (MAC) con- 
firmed yesterday that the Communist side of the MAC 
has again refused to return UNC war remains. 


The North Korean/Chinese side’s refusal came in a letter 
on Feb. 29 from Maj. Gen. Yi Tae-ho, senior member of 
the Communist side, which was in response to a Feb. 16 
letter from Rear Adm. William T. Pendley, senior mem- 
ber, UNCMAC. 


Yi’s response blamed sanctions by the United States 
over the Korean Air 858 incident for the failure to reach 
agreement on the return of war remains. 


Commenting on the letter, Pendley said that the refusal 
to return remains of UNC soldiers which the Communist 
side has officially and publicly admitted they are pres- 
ently holding makes no sense whatsoever and brings into 
serious question their sincerity in enforcing the armi- 
Stice, especially as it pertains to such humanitarian 
issues. 


He explained that, on Aug. 17, 1954, both sides agreed to 
a Subsequent Agreement to the Armistice that provided 
for the delivery and receipt of remains of military 
personnel of both sides. 


“The UNC discovered and returned to the Communist 
side the war remains of two Chinese soldiers in 1981, 
five Chinese soldieys in 1984 and two more in 1986 in 
accordance with Paragraph 20 of this Subsequent Agree- 
ment,” Pendley noted. 


He added that the UNC, in accords with the spirit 
and intent of this Subsequent Agreement, routinely 
returns the remains of both civilian and military person- 
nel, usually drowning victims. 


As examples, in 1986 the UNC returned to Pyongyang 
the remains of 13 North Koreans. And in 1987 the 
remains of seven personnel—four North Koreans and 
three South Koreans—were exchanged. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


“Despite cooperation in this area, North Korea has 
refused since November !954 to search for and disinter 
the remains of personnel lost during the war or to 
negotiate a new agreement to remove any technical 
concerns related to the return of UNC remains,” Pendley 
stated. 


He pointed out that the Communist side’s recalcitrance 
ignored data provided by the UNC to assist in the 
search. ““We have provided them with detailed informa- 
tion to include maps of exact locations where UNC 
personnel are buried; however, they’ve refused to coop- 
erate in this humanitarian effort, using the flimsy and 
erroneous excuse that the Subsequent Agreement to the 
Armistice does not require them to search for and 
disintern war remains.” 


U.S. Army Plan To Dismiss Laborers Protested 
SK060056 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
6 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Some 500 Korean civilians employed by the U.S. 
Eighth Army (USFK) staged a demonstration Friday on 
the USFK Yongsan compound in protest against the 
Army authorities’ decision to cut the number of Korean 
employees. 


The group action was the third taken by members of the 
USFK Korean Employees Union since early February 
when the U.S. Army Facilities Engineer Activity Korea 
(FEAK) informed the union of its decision to dismiss 
388 Korean laborers assigned to the FEAK. 


Describing the decision as posing a grave threat to the 
Korean workers’ livelihood, the demonstrators 
demanded it be made null and void. The demonstration 
lasted for about an hour from 5 p.m. 


Earlier in the day, representatives of labor and manage- 
ment met to iron out differences between them but failed 
to reach an agreement. They only agreed to meet again 
Tuesday. 


Kang In-sik, national president of the labor union, said 
he suggested to his counterpart at the meeting that the 
personnel cut be made naturally as time passes or be 
replaced by energy conservation and other ways to cut 
expenses. 


Ruling out the possibility of cutting expenses, Larry E. 
Segesman, the USFK civilian personnel director, said he 
would study the idea of “natural reduction” and show 
the union definite plans to resolve the issue Tuesday, 
according to Kang. 


Kang said all union members working at U.S. Forces 
units in the country would begin a general strike as soon 
as the USFK “plans” are judged as unsatisfactory, add- 
ing that he issued the ultimatum to the USFK director. 
IThe USFK labor-management dispute was sparked on 
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Feb. 5 when Col. Thomas W. Skeiton, the FEAK com- 
mander, informed the union through a letter that his unit 
had no option but to reduce the number of Korean 
employees due to a budget cut. 


Paper Notes Challengers to Kim Chong-il 
SK050937 Seoul TONG-A ILBO in Korean 
5 Mar 88 p 2 


[Report by TONG-A ILBO Hong Kong correspondent 
Kim Chong-so] 


[Text] On 5 March, the SOUTH CHINA MORNING 
POST reported that a real military power holder or one 
of the three children born to Kim Il-song and his second 
wife may emerge as the new successor to Kim II-song. 


From the article by reporter (David Chen) entitled “The 
Kim Dynasty Is Shaking,” the POST also reported that 
Kim Chong-il, who is known to be the successor to Kim 
Il-song, might have been driven into a corner after the 
incident of the blowing up of KAL Flight 858 and the 
incident of the explosion of the ammunition cargo train 
in Hyesanjin. 


The paper analyzed that the possibility of Kim Chong-il 
failing to inherit power is likely due to opposition by the 
party and the military. The paper also noted that a “plot 
in the royal court” appears to be ongoing even within 
Kim Il-song’s family against Kim Chong-il’s reckless and 
senseless acts. The POST reported that major challengers 
to Kim Chong-il’s taking power are Kim’s half brother, 
Kim’s brother-in-law, and an ambitious person within 
the military. 


Drug Companies Plan Joint Ventures in China 
SK060100 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
6 Mar 88 p 6 


[Text] Korea’s pharmaceutical businesses are pushing 
ahead with plant exports to China and other Asian 
nations as well as joint ventures with firms in those 
countries, business sources said yesterday. 


The officials said that Green Cross Medical Corporation 
is contacting Chinese businesses in order to invest $1 
million in the construction of a plasma fraction plant in 
China and to supply basic materials, technology and 
machinery to the plant. 


Kwang-Dong Pharmaceuticai Co. is also pushing ahead 
with the establishment of a joint venture for pharmaceu- 
tical production in China, according to the officials. 


Besides China, Korean pharmaceutical concerns are also 
considering ways to set up joint ventures in Indonesia, 
Pakistan and other nations and also to begin plant 
exports to those countries. 
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Sungdo pharmaceutical Co. is holding discussions with 
Pakistani and Bangladeshi businessmen on exports of 
machinery, basic materials and technology to the two 
Asian nations in order to build a plant for antipyretic 
and analgesic production. 


Shinpoong Pharmaceutical Co. has decided to construct 
a joint-venture plant in Sudan for the production of 
pharmaceuticals and has applied to the Bank of Korea 
for authorization of an overseas investment worth 
$330,000 to carry out the project. 


Cheil Sugar & Co., was contacted by an Indonesian 
business to build a plant in the Southeast Asian country 
for the production of a hepatitis vaccine. 


A government official said the government will encour- 
age Korean businesses to make more inroads in overseas 
markets by increasing the number of market-exploration 
missions abroad by private businessmen and ministry 
officials and also to step up barter trade with countries 
with which Seoul does not yet have diplomatic ties. 


Authenticity of JCP Photo Confirmed 
SK050909 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0856 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 5 (YONHAP)—A South Korean 
intelligence agency announced Saturday that a North 
Korean woman linked to the bombing last November of 
a Korean Air (KAL) jetliner confirmed that her photo- 
graph had appeared in an official photo magazine pub- 
lished by the Japan Communist Party in 1972. 


According to the announcement by the Agency for 
National Security Planning, Ms. Kim Hyon-hui, the 
25-year-old North Korean agent, said it was a picture of 
me taken in Pyongyang back in November 1972 when I 
was presented with a March 6 issue of GRAPH KON’I- 
CHIWA (GOOD MORNING), the photo magazine pub- 
lished by the Japan Communist Party. 


Kim’s confirmation of her photo provides indisputable 
evidence refuting Pyongyang’s allegation that North 
Korea had nothing to do with the disappearance of KAL 
Flight 858, in which all 115 people aboard were killed on 
November 29 last year. 


The North Korean regime repeated its claim during 
recent international meetings that Seoul had planted the 
time bomb on the ill-fated South Korean aircraft. The 
communist regime also maintained that South Korea’s 
ruling party masterminded the bombing in a bid to stir 
people’s concern for security and win the presidential 
election held on Dec. 16 last year. 


The photo shows a group of North Korean female 
students, including Kim Hyon-hui, preparing to present 
flowers to a South Korean delegation arriving at a 
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heliport in Pyongyang for the inter-Korean dialogue in 
November 1972. The photo was taken by a former 
correspondent of the Japan Communist Party organ 
RED FLAG. 


On Jan. 15, Kim confessed that she was a North Korean 
agent acting on the direct orders of Kim Chong-il, son 
and heir apparent of North Korean leader Kim Il-song, 
and that she, along with a male companion, had planted 
a time bomb aboard the KAL flight. 


Flight 858, which originated in Baghdad, Iraq, made one 
stop in Abu Dhabi but later vanished over the Andaman 
Sea near Burma before a scheduled refueling stop in 
Bangkok en route to Seoul. 


Bomb Explodes at Pusan Coffee Shop 
SK060022 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 6 
Mar 88 p 3 


[i -xt] A bomb exploded ao a coffee shop in the southern 
port city of Pusan Friday evening, wreaking havoc 
though no casualties, were reported. 


According to police, a privately-manufactured bomb 
concealed under one of the chairs at the Angel Coffee 
Shop at Pujon-dong, Pusan, went off at about 8:20 p.m. 
on Friday. 


Taken by surprise, roughly 20 clients rushed out of the 
shop. 


Police speculated a man in his early 20s who briefly 
visited the tearoom with a vinyl shopping bag before the 
blast might have secretly placed the bomb under the 
chair in front of the counter. 


Police collected pieces of broken “‘soju’’ bottle, a partial- 
ly-burnt plastic box and six melted 1.5-voltage dry 
batteries. 


Police quoted Ms. Chang Su-chin, 23, owner of the 
coffee shop, as saying that she passed the telephone 
receiver to a man in a red parka near the counter at 8:15 
p.m., at caller who said he wanted to contact him. 
[sentence as published] 


She said that the bomb went off as he was answering the 
call. 


Police have started to probe into the case, believing the 
bomb may have been planted to set fire to the shop for 
reasons of personal vengeance. 


Kim Tae-chung ‘May’ Announce Retirement 
SK060018 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
6 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Kim Tae-chung may announce his retirement 
from the political front line Wednesday, sources said 
yesterday. 
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Kim, president of the Party for Peace and Democracy, 
told reporters yesterday he would have a press meeting 
Wednesday to disclose his position on the pressure for 
his withdrawal and other issues. 


“I’m ready to sacrifice myself for opposition victory in 
the coming parliamentary election and local autonomy,” 
Kim said. 


Sources expect Kim to declare his withdrawal from the 
opposition leadership but hint he and Kim Yong-sam 
would nevertheless exercise influence for the National 
Assembly election expected in mid-April. 


Kim’s press meeting is scheduled the day after a revision 
bill featuring a one-seat-per-district election format is 
slated to pass through the Assembly. 


After losing the Dec. 16 presidential election, there has 
been a demand for the two Kims to withdraw from the 
opposition leadership. 


Role in Unified Party Debated 
SK042355 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
5 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Opposition negotiators who met yesterday at a 
Seoul restaurant to devise a way to merge the RDP and 
the PPD [Party for Peace and Democracy] devoted much 
of tk cir meeting to debate on the role of Kim Tae-chung 
in t) e projected unified party. 


Without agreeing on any substantial issue, such as the 
leadership structure, they came out of a meeting room 
with different interpretations of what had happened that 
suited their own positions. 


RDP negotiators, whose boss Kim Yong-sam resigned 
from the party presidency a few weeks ago, demanded 
that PPD president Kim Tae-chung should promise not 
to seek any office in the party. 


Representatives of the nascent Hangyore Party, repre- 
senting the dissident forces, lent support to the RDP by 
asking Kim Tae-chung to bow out of a leadership role in 


the merged party. 


PPD counterparts, most of whom are staunch loyalists to 
Kim Tae-chung, countered that “it is morally wrong to 
demand a specific personality withdraw from leader- 
ship.” 


They tried to mollify the hardline stance of the RDP and 
the Hangyore Party negotiators by saying that Kim 
Tae-chung had already indicated that he would take a 
back seat if a grand reunion is realized by the RDP, the 
PPD and the dissident figures. 


His declaration is still effective and Kim Tae-chung has 
not made any retraction of the remark, the PPD negoti- 
ators said. 


FBIS-EAS-88-044 
7 March 1988 


DJP Decides on 21 April as Election Date 


Adopts Small Constituency System 
SK070841 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0830 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 7 (YONHAP)}—The ruling Demo- 
cratic Justice Party, which has decided to revise the 
Parliamentary Election Law to institute a small! constit- 
uency system, plans to hold general elections around 
April 21, about 10 days later than its original date— 
April 12—party sources said Monday. 


In a home affairs committee meeting Monday, the ruling 
party unilaterally passed its bill revising the National 
Assembly Law. The DJP’s revision features the adoption 
of a small constituency system for electing one lawmaker 
from each electoral district. 


Under current law, two lawmakers are elected from each 
of 92 electoral districts. The DJP’s revision calls for 
increasing the number of electoral districts to 225. 


DJP sources said that a delay in the elections is inevita- 
ble in view of the problems resulting from the increased 
number of constituencies, such as selecting 225 candi- 
dates and organizing a DJP chapter in each district. 


The DJP will organize a screening committee with eight 
or nine members to select the party’s candidates. Party 
Secretary-General Sim Myong-po will head the ad hoc 
committee. 


The screening committee is expected to announce the 
names of candidates in 110 districts, mostly in small 
cities and rural areas, by Friday while screening of 
candidates for large cities will have to continue until 
April 15, according to the sources. 


The DJP plans to finalize the amendment bill at the 
National Assembly's plenary session by Tuesday. 


RDP, PPD To Submit Proposal 
SK042351 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
5 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The two major opposition parties will jointly 
submit a unified draft amendment to the Parliamentary 
Election Law, typified by the small electoral constitu- 
ency system today indicating a substantial step towards 


Opposition integration. 


But the prospects for the eventual success of the merger 
between the opposition parties still remain unclear as the 
twin rival parties showed sharp differences over the 
resignation of Kim Tae-chung from the leadership of the 
projected unified opposition party, which remains a 
bone of the hot contention. 
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The main opposition Reunification Democratic Party 
(RDP) has been adamant in calling for Kim Tae-chung’s 
resignation from the leadership. 


Reps. Kim Su-han and Yi Chung-chae were appointed as 
negotiators for the RDP and its rival PPD (Party for 
Peace and Democracy) respectively for the revision of 
the Parliamentary Election Law. 


The agreement between the two parties on the presenta- 
tion of a single formula came hours before the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party resolved in its caucus to adopt 
the small constituency system in disregard of strong 
repercussions fro.:i its incumbent lawmakers. 


Rep. Kim Chung-kil, spokesman for the eight-member 
RDP negotiating team, claimed after the three-hour 
meeting of the integration negotiators that the PPD side 
agreed to an understanding that PPD president Kim 
Tae-chung will not stand for leadership of the unified 


Opposition party. 


“We have virtually agreed to the resignation of the PPD 
president Kim from the leadership of the unified party, 
but decided not to specify it in the form of a joint 
statement in order to save the face of the opposition 
leader,” Rep. Kim claimed. 


But Kim’s PPD counterpart Cho Se-hyong denied Kim’s 
assertion. 


“We claimed that the political course of action of a 
specific person should not be talked about at this meet- 
ing,” he said. 


“The format of the unified party’s leadership will be 
decided on in a meeting of the subpanel of the opposi- 
tion integration promotion committee to work out the 
party charter and cegulations,” said Cho. 


The PPD suggested that a joint convention of the unified 
Opposition party to be composed of 150 delegates each 
from the rival parties will elect the leaders of the new 


party. 


The PPD negotiators claimed that a major obstacle to 
Opposition unity was cleared away as the PPD already 
withdrew its earlier decision to have the two Kims 
jointly take the leadership of the unified party. 


Then the PPD side pressured tht RDP to adopt the small 
constituency formula as its official position in its caucus 
and to submit it to the Assembly as soon as possible. 


The RDP, for its part, insisted that PPD president Kim 
must clarify his intention to take a back seat in the 
unified opposition party first as the RDP will finally 
adopt the small constituency system in a caucus today. 
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The choice of leader and the electoral district debates 
have been the major c *stacles to opposition integration 
combi ing the two parties and the dissident forces. 


PPD president Kim himself has still failed to give a clear 
answer as to whether he will retreat from the overall 
leadership of the unified party. 


Political observers hold a negative view on the possibil- 
ity of the PPD president Kim retiring from the leader- 
ship. 


The RDP’s insistence of Kim’s retreat stems from a fear 
that the PPD president will attempt to take the opposi- 
tion leadership after realizing its primary goal of adopt- 
ing the small constituency system, favored by the PPD. 


The RDP side finally agrced to the joint initiation of a 
single draft amendment to the Parliamentary Election 
Law, understanding that the PPD’s withdrawal of the 
co-leadership proposal meant that its president Kim 
willlnot take the forefront leadership of the unified 


party. 


Five negotiators of the embryonic “Hangyore™ Party 
sided with the RDP, claiming that opposition integra- 
tion with the two Kims as the leaders of the new party 
would be meaningless. 


They have called for the retreat of the two Kims from the 
opposition leadership there taking responsibility for 
opposition failure in the presidential election due to 
their failure to single-up the candidacy. 


DJP, Opposition Disagree 
SK060029 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
6 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] The ruling Democratic Justice Party, formally 
adopting a small constituency formula, yesterday failed 
to pass its own amendment bill to the Parliamentary 
Election Law featuring the system at a National Assem- 
bly committee session due to objections from the oppo- 
sition. 


DJP legislators of the House Home Affairs Committee 
tried to motion the bill and pass it in a blitz action 
yesterday evening in defiance of the opposition parties’ 
call for a two-day delay. 


They entered into a brief clash with opposition members 
of the panel who succeeded in occupying the podium and 
foiled the DJP’s attempt in less than three minutes. 


Ruling and opposition vice chairmen of the committee 
agreed in a meeting hastily convened after the clash that 
the standing pane] would review the DJP’s bill tomor- 
row, along with that of the Party for Peace and Dtmo- 
cracy [PPD]. 
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The PPD’s biil is also based on the one-lawmaker-per- 
district formula but shows a wide gap with the DJP idea 
in the number of Assemblymen and electoral precincts. 


The government party is bidding for a vote showdown at 
the committee, primarily in charge of the election law 
revision. 


It will later seek the passage of its own bill at the 
Judiciary Committee and a full-house parliamentary 
session by Tuesday, the final day of the current extra 
sitting, despite anticipated resistance from the opposi- 
tion. The party, with almost 60 percent of the entire 276 
Assembly seats, is legally able to rewrite the law with its 
own ballots. 


Its railroading of the bill will bring about tension, which 
is, however, not expected to last long as the political 
arena will shortly be enveloped in an election fever. 


The main opposition Reunification Democratic Party 
requested the resumption of the panel sitting after its 
caucus of lawmakers at 10 a.m. in which they would 
discuss the constituency system, one of the most crucial 
matters for them at present. 


DJP floor leader Yi Tae-sun said, “We have to handle 
the bill within this parliamentary session. We will not 
longer be trapped by opposition plots.” 


“Even if the opposition parties jointly choose a single- 
lawmaker-per-district system, I do not expect that we 
could iron out differences over the number of electoral 
districts and Assemblymen,” he said. 


The DJP Central Executive Council, the government 
party’s chief decision-making body, chose the small 
constituency system after two and a half months of 
capriciousness in connection with the issue. 


Under the DJP bill passed by the Home Committee's ad 
hoc subpanel yesterday morning, 225 legislators will be 
elected from as many districts throughout the country, 
42 less than the PPD proposal. 


An additional 75 will get Assembly seats through a 
proportional representation system without voting. 


In case the largest party fails to obtain an absolute 
majority of House seats, a half of the 75 will go to it and 
the remaining seats will be allotted in proportion to the 
number of votes given to other parties, a scheme sup- 
posed to assure “political stability.” 


If the largest party wins 113 seats or more, the 75 seats 
offered for the proportional system will be entirely 
districted in accordance with ratios of ballots earned by 
the parties. Parties which have less than five Assembly- 
men will be excluded from the allotment. 
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Of the 225 districts, 78 are in the five special cities, 
accounting for less than 35 percent of the whole. The 
opposition has insis.ed that over 60 percent of seats 
should represent urban constituencies, because of their 
generally higher popularity in cities. 


Administrative districts whose populations range from 
88,000 to 350,000 will have one lawmaker each. 


Those with populations of 350,000 to 700,000 will be 
divided into two constituencies with one representative 
elected from each segment. Urban wards, with popula- 
tions of over 700,000, of which there are only two, 
Songdong and Kuro in Seoui, will be divided into three 
to get as many legislators. 


The original constituency system, put forward by the 
ruling party, was a unique mixture of small and medium 
districts which would elect one to three lawmakers in 
accordance with the population. 


The small constituency system, widely favored by the 
electorate, had initially been proposed by the PPD and 
later accepted by the rival opposition RDP in a meeting 
of Kira Tae-chung and Kim Yong-sam for a merger. 


The DJP’s abrupt turnaround and acceptance of the 
actually risky formula, once objected to by many DJP 
lawmakers who feared their slim chance of winning, will 
force the ruling camp to let the election date for later 
April. The general elections were tentatively scheduled 
for the middle of April. 


A senior party official said that it would take longer to 
prepare for the small district system, to be revived after 
16 years, than for the mcre comfortable mixed constit- 
uency formula. 


Background on Small Constituencies 
SK060134 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
6 Mar 88 p 2 


(“Week in Review” column by staff reporter Sim Yong- 
su: “DJP Adoptimn of Single-seat Format on People’s 
Will; Confident of Winning Majority Assembly Seats”] 


[Text] DJP secretary-general Sim Myong-po appeared to 
have lost his typical broad smile last week. 


In other unusual behavior, the No. 3 man in the DJP’s 
hierarchy evaded reporters and his party lawmakers, 
seeking seclusion. 


It all came amid controversial rumors that he was the 
party’s key champion for a drive to adopt a single- 
member constituency system for the general elections. 


The rumors made him an instant target of bitter criti- 
cism from the party lawmakers opposing the small 
constituency system being pressed for by the opposition. 
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As it turned out later in the week, the real champion of 
the small constituency format was none other than 
President No Tae-u who also heads the ruling party. 


As recently as Friday morning, local newspapers 
reported that the party was firming up its mind to stick 
to its original formula of electing one to three lawmakers 
from a district because of internal dissent over the 
single-member constituency system. 


But things suddenly changed in the afternoon. All these 
changes came after the party chairman Chae Mun-sik 
secretly visited the party presidtnt at Chongwahae, 
apparently seeking his final verdict. 


Back in his party office, the journalist-turned politician 
made a less-than-veiled remark that the party was lean- 
ing toward a single-member constituency format. 


Speaking to reporters, Chae quoted No as telling him, 
“We had better read the people’s mind and choose a 
direct offensive.” 


The meaning of No’s remark was clear and simple: “Why 
not choose the single-member constituency while a 
majority of the people want it?” 


No’s final decision helped clear Sim’s suspicions and 
silence criticism from the party lawmakers who had been 
all-out against the single-member constituency system. 


The unexpected party decision to adopt the single- 
member constituency format triggered several questions. 


One was, “Was it another political gambit” (something 
like the party president's famous June 29 declaration) or 
“Either way, we can make ourszlves more important?” 


The other was whether the party chose it purely out of 
will or was forced to do so, aware of public opinion. 


As for the question, political observers agreed that the 
party decided to make a gambit after it decided that 
either way, it could retain a majority of parliamentary 
seats. 


Such a view was echoed by Sim when he met reporters 
Friday afternoon after nearly a week of seclusion. 


“You want to know whether our party will win the next 
elections under a small constituency system?” he said, 
beaming for the first time in a week. 


“If we field good players, we will win, and decisively,” 
Sim confidently said. 


His remark came amid reports that the party is looking 
for big-name former politicians, former cabinet mem- 
bers and even big entertainment stars whom it wants to 
run in the next elections, particularly in traditionally 
pro-opposition big cities. 
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The reports all the more angered the incumbent party 
lawmakers who hoped to run in the areas in an uphill 
battle with opposition candidates. 


But Sim’s remark looked to be a pure show of confi- 
dence. Many of the big names courteously turned down 
the party's offer, simply saying, “We had better not run 
in a race we are hardly likely to win.” 


Such a response came as small relief to the incumbents. 


Which type of electoral district system to be adopted 
was, in fact, a matier of life and death for the party 
members who will run in big cities and southwestern 
Cholla province, the opposition leader Kim Tae-chung’s 
stronghold. 


Contrary to the high party officials’ optimism, fainty [as 
published] or not, the mood among promising candi- 
dates for the pro-opposition turfs was something like 
“hopeless.” 


Such a mood was well reflected in heated session of the 
party’s Central Executive Committce last Monday at 
Seoul's Shilla Hotel to discuss the constituency issue. 


Lawmakers from big cities and Cholla province 
expressed their anger with the two top party officials 
present, Chae and Sim. 


Their response was something like this, “You are saying 
you don’t mind which one is adopted. Then you will run 
in our districts and we will run in your districts.” 


Most of the high party officials are virtually guaranteed 
their seats in the next parliament because their electoral 
districts are in traditionally pro-government rural areas 
or they will seek their seats from the proportional 
representation system. 


For example, Chae won his seat from Munkyong-Ye- 
chon, Kyongsangpuk-do and Sim from Yongwol, Kang- 
won-do, both regions being regarded as the safest places 
to run for ruling party members. 


But since Friday, an optimisoic mood has been fast 
building up among the party lawmakers except those 
from big cities and Cholla province. 


They agree that things will not be the same in big cities as 
the last general elections in February 1985. 


The ruling party suffered devastating defeats in big cities 
such as Seoul and Pusan, though it managed to secure a 
majority. 


Their sudden confidence seems not totally groundless in 
view of the sliding popularity of the opposition since the 
Dec. 16 presidential election. 
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Popular dissent over the opposition’s defeat in the poll, 
widely attributed to the opposition’s split (referring to 
Kim Yong-sam and Kim Tae-chung’s break and separate 
running), still remains undiminished. 


The two Kims’ recent less than enthusiastic effort to 
merge their two parties before the next general elections, 
on and off for weeks, turned their supporters away. 


These internal squabblings and sliding popularity of the 
opposition politicians might have prompted the DJP to 
make a safe gambit to choose the single-member constit- 
uency system, political observers viewed. 


But the DJP leadership gives a totally different explana- 
tion. They say that :t should be interpreted as an exten- 
sion of the party president’s czmpaign to realize democ- 
racy in “every sector of society,” as he stated in his 
inauguration speech Feb. 25. 


In a democratic society, they say, both the ruling and 
opposition parties should be judged by the people, and 
the judgment could be made in the fairest way under the 
single-member formula. 


These remarks created a new question: “If they thought 
so, then why had they so long toyed with the never- 
before-heard one-to-three system in face of strong oppo- 
sition from the general public?” 


Behind the DJP’s final decision to adopt the small 
constituency system against ail these odds might be the 
party president’s meticulous calculation: 


“If the ruling party scores an overwhelming victory din 
the general elections with the popularly-accepted single- 
member system, people will no longer dispute the No 
government's legitimacy (because of his winning the 
Dec. 16 poll with just 37 percent of the vote.” [sentence 
as published] 


No Appoints Political Affairs Minister 
SK070704 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0655 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 7 (YONHAP)—President No Tae-u 
Monday appointed Kim Yun-hwan, former secretary- 
general to No’s predecessor, Chon Tu-hwan, as first state 
minister for political affairs. 


Kim, 55, also served as vice culture and information 
minister and senior presidential secretary for political 
affairs. 


No also named Han yong-sok, former vice justice min- 
ister, as chief presidential secretary for civil affairs. 
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Kim Chong-hui, director of the Security Affairs Institute 
at the National Defense Academy, was appointed assis- 
tant to the president for security affairs and Pak Chol-on, 
a fellow at the legal Research and Training Institute of 
the Justice Ministry, was appointed assistant to the 
president for policy. 


The positions of assistant to the president for security 
affairs and assistant to the president for policy, both vice 
minister-level posts, are newly established. 


Presidential spokesman Yi Su-chong said that the 
appointment of the state minister was designed to facil- 
itate cooperation between the government and the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party to help carry out the political 
agenda, including the upcoming parliamentary elections, 
in a smooth manner. 


Cabinet Meeting Reflects No’s 
SK042359 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
5 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The first regular Cabinet meeting presided over by 
Prime Minister Yi Hyon-chae yesterday reflected 
changes now taking place in the new administration 
under the leadership of President No Tae-u. 


Most notable, among other things, was that Cabinet 
ministers held a free-wheeling discussion on various 
subjects during an unusually long session lasting 130 
minutes. 


Yesterday's session displayed contrast to previous Cab- 
inet meetings in that the ministers presented their opin- 
ions On matters not directly related to their own busi- 
nesses. 


The discussion focused on how to materialize No’s 
election promises and recommendations for democratic 
reforms made by the Democratization and Reconcilia- 
tion council. 


Premier Yi asked ministers not to implement adminis- 
trative business without discussing it at the Cabinet 
meeting. 


As to the necessity of drawing up a “state policy guide- 
line” as the Cabinet has customarily done each year, the 
participants presented conflicting opinions. 


National Unification Minister Yi Hong-ku, Seoul mayor 
Kim Yong-nae and Energy-Resources Minister Yi Pong- 
so said that such a “guideline” is not necessary because 
the basic state policy was already declared by President 
No in his inaugural address on Feb. 25. 


Minister Yi Pong-so suggested that a catchphrase be 
presented to the people as a national goal of the year 
instead. 
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Transportation Minister Yi Pon-chun said that he state 
policy guideline is necessary in order to give a vision and 
hope to the people. 


Prime Minister Yi and Defense Minister O Cha-pok 
sided with Yi. O said that the national security should be 
emphasized. 


Premier Yi then decided to draft the guideline by con- 
sulting with ministers of government administration, 
culture-information, national unification and director of 
legislation office. 


As to the ways of translating No’s election promises into 
action, some ministers suggested that a working-level 
task force be formed under the direct control of the 
premier. 


Premier Yi revealed that his office has already catego- 
rized the election pledges so that they can be pushed 
ahead with by the ministries concerned. 


Smal! Demonstration Held Near Chongwadae 
SK050007 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
5 Mar 88 p 5 


[Text] Some 30 family members of “political prisoners” 
yesterday staged a demonstration near the presidential 
residence of Chongwadae, chanting slogans calling for 
the release of the prisoners. 


The demonstrators, all from the south-western city of 
Kwangju, also demanded those at large for political 
reasons be dropped from the police’s wanted list. 


They demonstrated for some 10 minutes from around 
noon before being forcibly dispersed by riot police. 


According to police, they gathered at an alley in front of 
Chinmyong Girls’ High School near Chongwadae in 
groups of two to three, after staging an all-night sit-in at 
the head office of the National Coalition for Democracy 
on the third floor of the Christian Center in central 
Seoul. 


Ministry To Interfere in Violent 
SK050001 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
5 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Labor Minister Choe Myong-hun said yesterday 
that the government will maintain a hands-off policy on 
labor disputes and adjustment of workers’ wages for the 
moment. 


But he made it clear that the government will interfere in 
labor Ccisputes if any violence is involved. 


Choe said, “The basic position of the government is that 
it will not interfere in labor disputes and business firms’ 
wage policy as long as no violence takes place.” 
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He made the remarks during a report to the Cabinet 
meeting yesterday. 


Choe predicted that some labor struggles may take place 
around the Workers’ Day which falls on March 10 as 
enterprises are readjusting workers’ wages these days. 


Deputy Premier-fconomic Planning Minister Na Ung- 
pae at the same meeting said that what is important is to 
correct the “inflation mentality” prevailing among citi- 
zens. 


Na revealed that first policy priority will be given to the 
stability of prices and that his ministry is mapping out 
comprehensive measures for price stability. 


As to the prolonged winter drought which has caused 
severe damage to grain, Science-Technology Minister Yi 
Kwan reported that enough rain is expected from mid- 
March to end the drought. 


Management, Labor Differ on Wage Increase 
SK060053 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
6 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] The representatives of labor and management 
showed discrepancy over the level of wage increase for 
this year in a meeting held Friday at the conference room 
of the Kuro Industrial Complex. 


The labor side demanded 29.3 percent as a proper level 
of wage hike while the management insisted on 8.5 to 
10.5 percent. 


in a three hour-long dialogue session attended by some 
500 people from both sides, three representatives from 
each side made presentations clarifying respective posi- 
tions, followed by heated free discussion by participants. 
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Representing the labor side, Min Yo-ki, secretary-gen- 
eral of the Federation of the Korea Trade Union's 
Association (FKTUA) said “righteous” wage hikes have 
been made light of by the governmenth claim that it 
would stimulate commodity price increases. 


Considering the increased rate of the minimum liveli- 
hood expense, the wage level for the laborers should be 
hiked by about 29.3 percent, he said. 


Min also said the lack of genuine dialogue between labor 
and management caused extreme forms of labor disputes 
in the past. 


In connection with this, he argued, a democratic form of 
labor-management relationship be established so that 
bona fide dialogue between the two sides can be realized. 


In the meantime, Hwang Chong-hyon, executive director 
of the Korea Employers’ Federation, said the level of 
wage hike should be made in line with the increase in the 
rate of national income. 


Representing the management side, he said “It is wrong 
to equate the increase rate of company income with the 
increase rate of wage level.” 


Hwang argued that an 8.5 to 10.5 percent increase is the 
optimum level of hike this year. 


Meanwhile, Kim Chol, chairman of the federation of 
labor unions in Kuro Industrial Complex, said industrial 
development of the nation has been made at the expense 
of laborers’ income. 


A minimum wage level that would afford a decent living 
for the laborers must be guaranteed, he said. 


Kim also called on the management to render humanis- 
tic treatment to the laborers and make effort for fair 
distribution of profits. 
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Thai Crown Prince Concludes 6-Day Visit 


Attends U Ne Win-Hosted Banquet 
BK031403 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 3 Mar 88 


{Text} U Ne Win, chairman of the Burma Socialist 
Program Party [BSPP] of the Socialist Republic of the 
Union of Burma, hosted a banquet for Thai Crown 
Prince His Royal Highness Maha Wachiralongkon at 
1900 this evening at the president’s house on Ahlone 
Road in Rangoon. 


Also present at the banquet with BSPP Chairman U Ne 
Win were U San Yu, vice party chairman and president; 
U Aye Ko, party general secretary and vice president; U 
Sein Lwin, party joint general secretary and member of 
the state council; U Maung Maung Kha, prime minister; 
Thura U Tun Tin, deputy prime minister and minister of 
finance and planning; Thura U Kyaw Htin, deputy 
prime minister and minister of defense; U Ye Gaung, 
minister of foreign affairs; and U Nyunt Swe, Burmese 
ambassador to Thailand. 


Present at the banquet with Thai Crown Prince His 
Royal Highness Maha Wachiralongkon were Mr Praphat 
Limpaphan, Thai deputy foreign minister and Mr 
Thongchan Chotikasathian, Thai ambassador to Burma. 


Bid Farwell by U Ne Win 
BK050746 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
0630 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] U Ne Win, chairman of the Burma Socialist 
Program Party, visited the Leinlet Kantha State Guest 
House on University Avenue this morning at 0915 and 
bade farewell to Thai Crown Prince His Royal Highness 
Maha Wachiralongkon before his departure from Burma 
at the end of his visit. 


Present on the occasion were U Maung Maung Kha, 
prime minister; U Ye Gaung, minister of foreign affairs; 
and U Saw Hlaing, deputy minister of foreign affairs. 


Also present at the meeting with the Thai crown prince 
were Mr Praphat Limpaphan, deputy minister of foreign 
affairs of Thailand, and Mr Thongchan Chotkasathian, 
Thai ambassador to Burma. 


Departs Rangoon § March 
BK050804 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
0630 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Thai Crown Prince His Royal Highness Maha 
Wachiralongkon and his entourage left Rangoon airport 
by special plane this morning at 1000 after visiting 
Burma for 6 days, beginning 28 February. 
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The Thai crown prince and members of his entourage 
were seen off at the Rangoon airport by U Maung Maung 
Kha, prime minister; Thura U Tun Tin, deputy prime 
minister and minister of finance and planning; Thura U 
Kyaw Htin, deputy prime minister and minister of 
defense; U Ye Gaung, minister of foreign affairs; U Min 
Gaung, minister of home and religious affairs; U Nyunt 
Swe, Burmese ambassador to Thailand; responsible offi- 
cials from the Office of the Council of Ministers and the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; ambassadors accredited to 
Burma led by Mr Thongchan Chotikasathian, dean of 
the diplomatic corps in Burma and Thai ambassador to 
Burma; and officials of the Thai Embassy and their 
wives. [passage omitted] 


Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


KAL, SIA Flights Security Tightened 
BK051023 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0800 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The Malaysian Department of Civil Aviation, 
DCA, is taking extra security measures regarding all 
Korean Airlines [KAL] and Singapore Airlines [SIA] 
flights following threats against the two airlines from an 
international terrorist group. The security alert covers all 
local airports with scheduled KAL and SIA flights. 


The department director general, Zulkifli Abdul, disclos- 
ing this today, said the alert was carried out based on an 
intelligence report received from Interpol last month. He 
said according to the Interpol report, possible sabotage 
would most likely come from a mercenary group said to 
be working for an Asian government. [passage omitted] 


Foreign Minister Meets Polish Counterpart 
BKO051016 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0800 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Malaysia, which is seeking a 2-year term on the 
United Nations Security Council, has requested Poland’s 
support for its candidacy for the seat. Foreign Minister 
Datuk Abu Hassan Omar made the request to visiting 
Polish Foreign Minister Marian Orzechowski during a 
discussion in Kuala Lumpur today. Datuk Abu Hassan 
said Poland was giving sympathetic consideration to 
Malaysia’s request. Election for the 1989-90 term will be 
held at the UN General Assembly this year. Several other 
countries, including the United States and Canada, have 
indicated that they would support Malaysia’s candidacy. 


Datuk Abu Hassan said he also extended Malaysia’s 
invitation to the president of Poland to visit the country. 
Prime Minister Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir Mohamed has 
also been invited to visit Poland. 
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On trade and economic relations, Datuk Abu Hassan 
said Malaysia had impressed upon Poland with open 
economy and that it welcomed investment from other 
countries. 


On international issues, Datuk Abu Hassan said Poland 
shared Malaysia’s views on solution to the Kampuchea, 
West Asia, Afghanistan, and the Iran-Iraq problems. 


Mr Orzechowski, who arrived yesterday for a 3-day visit, 
later called on Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir. 


Bilateral Ties Viewed 
BK051330 Kuala Lumpur RTM Television Network 1 
in Malay 1200 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] Malaysia and Poland have a great desire to 
promote cooperation in various fields. [passage omitted] 


Speaking at a news conference, the Polish foreign min- 
ister said that his country would like to further promote 
trade with Malaysia. A step which should be taken is the 
opening of direct trade links. Both sides must identify 
available opportunities in Malaysia and Poland. Mr 
Orzechowski said that the two countries should promote 
an exchange of information. Poland is prepared to assist 
Malaysia in fishing, including sending technical experts 
in the exploration, control, and processing of fish. 
Poland would also consider sending trade delegations to 
Malaysia and exchanging visits by high-ranking officials. 
Poland is prepared to receive Malaysian trade delega- 
tions. These efforts will further strengthen relations 
between the two countries. 


Mr Orzechowski, who earlier visited India and Thailand, 
said that Poland’s relations with the Asia-Pacific coun- 
tries had developed over the past 2 years. 


Police Say CPM Task Force ‘Paralyzed’ 
BK041329 Kuala Lumpur RTM Television Network 1 
in Malay 1200 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] Security forces have paralyzed the activities of the 
lst Armed Task Force of the outlawed Communist Party 
of Malaya [CPM] in Rawang and Kuala Kubu Baharu 
after shooting dead three terrorists and arresting four 
others in an operation in those areas. This was disclosed 
by Police Inspector General Tan Sri Haniff Omar in the 
nation’s capital. The statement was announced by Super- 
intendent Mamat Talib, public relations officer of the 
Bukit Aman Police Headquarters. 


[Begin Talib recording] The security forces shot dead a 
leader of the 1st Armed Task Force, which was operating 
in the Rawang and Kuala Kubu Baharu areas, in the 
Templar Park area, Selangor Darul Ehsan on 12 January 
1988. The name of the communist leader is Loi Mun 
Hong, 41, and he was a member of a regional central 
committee. He joined the communist terrorist organiza- 
tion in 1975. Two supporters of the communist terrorists 
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belonging to this group were arrested in the same oper- 
ation. In connection with this success, the police also 
want to state that the security forces earlier killed two 
communist terrorists of the same group. They were Tan 
Ah Nam, 33, and Chew Kum Teng, 29, in the Serendah 
area, Hulu Selangor. In the same operation, two female 
communist terrorists, Wong Mun Kong and Tan Bee 
Hong, both 35, were arrested. Wong Mun Kong is deputy 
chief of the Ist Armed Task Force. [end recording] 


Threat Seen as ‘Real’ 
BK060752 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0615 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, March 6 (QANA-BERNAMA)— 
Inspector General of Police [IGP] Mohamed Haniff 
Omar has described the communist attempt to seize 
power in Malaysia through a militant approach is a 
“real” threat. 


As such, he called on the people to be constantly on the 
alert, during a telecast programme here on Saturday 


night. 


Since January last year, he said, security forces killed 14 
communist terrorists, and there are still about 1,300 
communist terrorist remnants roving in the jungles of 
the country. 


He said 1,200 terrorists were operating along the Malay- 
sian-Thai border, 150 in the peninsula and 42 in the east 
Malaysian state of Sarawak. 


“They are terrorists and not subversive elements,” he 
stressed. 


The latest success scored by security forces was the 
killing of three armed work force members of the Com- 
munist Party of Malaya (CPM) early this year in 
Selangor. They included the leader, Loi Mun Hong, 41, 
who is also a CPM district committee member. 


The IGP said most of the remnants of the communist 
terrorists in the peninsula are in the states of Selangor, 
Perak, and Pahang. 


Tally of CPM Members 
BK070939 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0800 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] There are 1,392 communist guerrillas operating 
from Malaysian jungles after more than 900 surrendered 
to Malaysian and Thai authorities last year. Of the total 
1,200 guerrillas of the Communist Party of Malaya 
[CPM] were operating in the jungles along the 600-km 
long Thai-Malaysia border jungles and 150 inside pen- 
insular Malaysia. Inspector General of Police Haniff 
Omar said this on a television program last night. 


Another 42 belonging to the Sarawak communist orga- 
nization are based in Sarawak state on Borneo island. 
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Ruling Party Retains Tanjung Puteri Seat 
BK060750 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0523 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[Text] Johor Baharu, Malaysia, March 6 (OANA-BER- 
NAMA)}—The National Front (BN) candidate, 
Mohamed Yunos Sulaiman won a Johor State Assembly 
(Tanjung Puteri) by-election by a majority of 31 votes. 


He polled 10,181 votes against the 10,150 secured by 
Abdul Razak Ahmad of the People’s Socialist Party of 
Malaysia (PSRM). 


There was a recount of the votes because of the closeness 
of the difference. There were 274 votes rejected as 
“spoilt”. 


Only about 58 per cent of the registered cast their 
votes—which officials said was a “low turn-out”’ consid- 
ering the fact it is an urban constituency. The by-election 
had generated considerable interest in that several lead- 
ers of the ruling BN’s component parties, including the 
prime minister, Dr Mahathir Mohamed had campaigned 
for the BN candidate. 


The seat fell vacant following the High Court declaration 
of the 1986 election to the seat as void. 


Yunos, 53, a former Johor executive councillor and 
Razak, 45, a lawyer, had both contested then with the 
former winning by 506 votes. 


Cambodia 
Soviet Solidarity Delegation Holds Talks 


Meets With Yos Son 
BK051227 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1117 GMT 
5 Mar 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 5 Mar (SPK)—Yos Son, member of 
the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampuchea Central 
Committee and president of the Kampuchean Commit- 
tee for Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity, held talks in 
Phnom Penh Thursday with the visiting delegation of 
the Soviet Committee for the Support to Vietnam, 
Kampuchea and Laos led by L.A. Stenyev, vice president 
of the Soviet Committee for Afro-Asian Peoples’ Soli- 
darity Organization. 


Yos Son informed his guests of the situation in Kampu- 
chea, especially since the promulgation of the PRK’s 
national reconciliation policy which, he said, has led to 
the meetings between Hun Sen, chairman of the PRK’s 
Council of Ministers, and Prince Norodom Sihanouk. 


He expressed full support for the Soviet Union's foreign 
policy of peace and the process of perestroika (restruc- 
turing) which is taking place in all domains in the Soviet 
Union. 
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In reply, L.A. Stenyev highly appreciated all-sided 
achievements recorded by the Kampuchean people in 
national defense and construction and voiced full sup- 
port for the PRK’s national reconciliation policy. 


The two sides exchanged views on issues of mutual 
concern and discussed measures to develop their bilat- 
eral cooperation. 


On the same day, the Kampuchea-USSR Friendship 
Association organized a get-together in honor of the 
Soviet delegation. Taking the floor, Sim Ka, president of 
the said association and vice president of the Control 
Commission of the party Central Committee, highly 
appreciated the relations between Kampuchea and the 
Soviet Union, particularly the material assistance and 
moral support from the latter to the Kampuchean revo- 
lution. 


The leader of the Soviet delegation, for his part, pledged 
to do his best to contribute to consolidating and devel- 
oping these friendly ties in the interests of the two 
peoples and of peace and stability in the region and the 
world as a whole. 


Meets Chea Sim 
BK070802 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Comrade Chea Sim, member of the party Central 
Committee Political Bureau and chairman of the 
National Assembly and of the KUFNCD National 
Council, received the delegation of the Soviet Commit- 
tee for Solidarity with Asian and African Countries on 
the afternoon of 5 March at Chamka Mon State Palace. 
The Soviet Delegation was led by Comrade L.A. Sten- 
yev, vice chairman of the committee. 


Speaking on that occasion, Comrade Chea Sim noted the 
all-round achievements made by the Cambodian revolu- 
tion during the past 9 years and the strong power of the 
Cambodian people’s unity which is the decisive factor 
for victories in the cause of defending the fatherland and 
the revolutionary gains and building the country. Com- 
rade Chea Sim also expressed profound thanks to the 
Soviet party, government, and people for their support 
and assistance to the Cambodian people’s correct and 
just struggle against the genocidal regime and other 
reactionary Cambodians who have been attempting to 
undermine Cambodia’s rebirth. 


Comrade Chea Sim also expressed full support for the 
peace initiatives of the Soviet Union and countries in the 
socialist community and firm support for the world 
people’s struggle for peace, independence, freedom, and 
social progress. 


In his reply, Comrade L.A. Stenyev acclaimed the all- 
round progress made by Cambodia during the past 9 
years and voiced firm support for the PRK’s national 
reconciliation policy and all its proposals regarding the 
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political solution to the Cambodian problem which are 
creating new possibilities in contribution to peace and 
stability in Southeast Asia and the world. 


Chea Sim Notes Cuban Assembly Chairman’s Death 
BK0501236 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0400 GMT 
5 Mar 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 5 Mar (SPK)}—Chea Sim, chairman 
of the PRK National Assembly, sent his deepest condo- 
lences to Cuba’s National Assembly of the People’s 
Government after learning of the demise of its chairman, 
Flavio Bravo Pardo. 


The message stated that the demise of Flavio Bravo 
Pardo, a revolutionary fighter and prominent son of the 
Cuban people who set an example of heroism and 
revolutionary struggle for the Cuban people and the 
progressive peoples in the world, is a great loss for the 
Cuban people as well as the Cambodian people. 


Chairman Chea Sim then pledged to continue work on 
the consolidation and expansion of the bonds of friend- 
ship, solidarity, and all-round cooperation between the 
two peoples, particularly between the two legislative 
bodies for socialism, peace, and security in the world. 


KPNLF Commander Notes Battle Success 
BK061045 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0500 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[5 March Statement by General Sak Sutsakhan, com- 
mander in chief and chief of the General Staff of the 
KPNLA on the ninth anniversary of the KPNLA— 
recorded] 


[Excerpt] Venerable monks, my respect to all compatri- 
ots and guests of honor, greetings to all beloved com- 
rades-in-arms: 5 March 1988 is the ninth anniversary of 
the founding of the Khmer People’s National Liberation 
Army [KPNLA] on 5 March 1979. Many of our patriotic 
figures, determined to liberate the fatherland and Cam- 
bodian people from the grasp of the communist Viet- 
namese who sent massive forces to invade and occupy 
Cambodia since 7 January 1979, pooled their forces and 
created a patriotic army called the KPNLA. These patri- 
otic heroes, including His Excellency Dien Del, who at 
that time was His Excellency Son Sann’s special repre- 
sentative, together with a number of other figures both 
military and civilian that I am not going to list here, were 
the first to kindle the flame in the conception of our 
KPNLA. Then, our KPNLA counted only a little more 
than 2,000 scarcely-armed combatants in its ranks. 
Every year, our KPNLA has been growing steadily in 
terms of its size, quality, views, and means. At this ninth 
anniversary in 1988, we have 21,000 armed and yet-to- 
be-armed volunteers in our army. Of the already-armed 
combatants, 5,593 of them are carrying out missions to 
disrupt the Vietnamese forces in several provinces from 
the west to the northwest down to the eastern part of 
Cambodia and the vicinity of Phnom Penh, operating in 
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small groups using guerrilla warfare tactics and divided 
into military regions according to the Cambodian grid. 
We also count 5,435 other armed combatants ready to be 
sent for successive operations. The other combatants 
form the network of planted elements working within the 
army and administrative ranks of the Heng Samrin 
regime as well as within the strata of the Cambodian 
people throughout the country. 


Our KPNLA combatants have fulfilled their missions 
inside the country bg effectively disrupting and remark- 
ably harassing tine Vietnamese enemy. Allow me to give 
the tally of the successful military operations of our 
KPNLA from 5 March 1987 to 5 March 1988 as follows: 


There were 466 battles and clashes, 85 ambushes, 61 
sabotage and harassment operations against the enemy. 
These skirmishes, ambushes, and acts of harassment 
against the enemy resulted in the following: 


On the enemy side: 840 enemy soldiers were killed and 
771 others wounded either seriously or slightly. We 
destroyed a large quantity of enemy war materiel such as 
telephone cable, seized 160 assorted enemy weapons, 
captured 51 Vietnamese soldiers alive, and accepted the 
surrender of 5 communist Vietnamese soldiers and 116 
Heng Samrin soldiers who also requested to join our 
side. We also seized a large quantity of enemy docu- 
ments and war materiel. 


On our side: 193 of our combatants were killed on the 
battlefield and 390 others wounded. We also lost [bat- 
bang] some combatants, arms, and war materiel. [pas- 
sage Omitted] 


Combat Successes in Kompong Cham Reported 
BK060130 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
5 Mar 88 


[From the “Daily Report From Various Battlefields” 
feature] 


[Excerpt] Kompong Cham battlefield: On the night of 27 
February, our National Army attacked a Vietnamese 
battalion position in Reay Pay commune in Kang Meas 
District. We killed 13 Vietnamese soldiers and wounded 
22 others. We destroyed a B-40, 4 AK’s, a commune 
office, 3 barracks, and some war materiel; seized 6 AK’s, 
an SKS gun, 5 B-40 rockets, 1,000 rounds of AK ammu- 
nition, and some war materiel; liberated 9 villages—Prey 
Thkau, Kraul Krabei, Prek Ta Nak, Reay Pay Kraom, 
Reay Pay Kandal, Reay Pay Leu, Vihear, Boeng Ta Tea, 
and Kanlai Run; and freed 5 village administrators. 


On the night of 28 February, our National Army success- 
fully swept the Vietnamese soldiers off a 15-meter 
stretch of Route 7 from Prey Totoeng to Skuon in Prey 
Chhor District. We liberated 4 communes— Khvet 
Thom, Chra, Srangae, and Samraong. We also liberated 
18 villages—Sleng Tol, Angkraong, Khvet Thom, and 
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Ampil Thom in Khvet Thom commune; Lovea, Tang 
Kouk, Tang Trapeang, Trapeang Chraneang, Sdok 
Anlung in Chra commune; Srangae, Ta Sar, Vat Thmei, 
Song Son, and Trapeang Thom in Srangae commune; 
and So Dei, Trapeang Russei, Svay Prey, and Prek Chik 
in Samraong commune. We killed 2 Vietnamese soldiers 
and wounded some others; destroyed 4 barracks, 20 
sacks of rice, 1,000 gunny sacks, and a 7-meter bridge 
along Route 7; and seized 5 sacks of rice and some war 
materiel. [passage omitted] 


Train Runs Over Land Mine in Kampot 
BK050135 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
4 Mar 88 


[From the “Daily Report From Various Battlefields” 
feature} 


[Excerpt] Kampot battlefield: On 25 February, a train 
carrying the Vietnamese enemy from Phnom Penh to 
Kompong Som hit our land mine at O Chan Cheang in 
Kampot District. A locomotive and 2 train cars were set 
on fire, 10 Vietnamese soldiers in the train were killed, 
20 others were wounded, and a 12.8-mm gun, 2 B-41’s, 
and some war materiel were destroyed. [passage omitted] 


Briefs 


Chea Sim in Kandal 


Phnom Penh, 5 Mar (SPK)}—Chea Sim, Political Bureau 
member and chairman of the National Assembly and of 
the KUFNCD National Council, has just attended a 
meeting to sum up achievements of the front committee 
of Ponhea Loe District of Kandal Province. The partic- 
ipants of the meeting heard a report on the activities of 
the front during the 1985-87 period and the objectives 
and tasks for the 1988-90 period. Addressing the meet- 
ing, Chairman Chea Sim stressed the important role 
played by the front, and called on those present to take 
part in the three revolutionary movements. [Text] 
[Phnom Penh SPK in French 1148 GMT 5 Mar 88 BK] 


Returnees in Kratie 


In 1987, 234 misguided returnees reported themselves to 
the revolutionary authorities and people throughout 
Kratie Province, bringing along 77 assorted weapons and 
some war materiel. [Excerpt] /Phnom Penh Domestic 
Service in Cambodian 1200 GMT 4 Mar 88 BK] 


Returnees in Kompong Thom 


In 1987, people and authorities in Kompong Svay Dis- 
trict of Kompong Thom Province welcomed 169 return- 
ees, including 157 Pol Pot soldiers, 44 Moulinaka sol- 
diers, anc 12 Sereika soldiers [all figures as heard]. 
[Summary] /Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambo- 
dian 0430 GMT 7 Mar 88 BK] 
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Gift from CSSR 


Phnom Pehn, 4 Mar (SPK)}—The Kampuchia news 
agency SPK has received 15,000 big-format color posters 
from Czechoslovak press agency ORBIS. The gift was 
handed over to SPK General Director Em Sam-an by 
Czechoslovak Ambassador to Kampuchea Petr Janecek 
at a ceremony held in Phnom Penh this morning. [Text] 
[Phnom Penh SPK in English 1113 GMT 4 Mar 88 BK] 


Indonesia 


Suharto on Vice Presidential Candidates 
BK050757 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
0700 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] President Suharto has hinted that one of the two 
vice presidential candidates, who is not expected to win 
majority of votes, should withdraw from the race. The 
head of state indicated this when he received founders and 
officials of the 17 August 1945 Foundation at Merdeka 
Palace, Jakarta, this afternoon. Ruslan Abdulgani and 
B.M. Diah, founders of the 17 August 1945 Foundation, 
told newsmen that the president believed that a majority 
vote would definitely be obtained if the two candidates 
were maintained. However, the candidate, who is unlikely 
to receive the majority vote, should withdraw to enable a 
unanimous consensus to be reached. 


The founders and officials of the 17 August 1945 Foun- 
dation called on the president at Merdeka Palace to 
report on the results of a seminar on world developments 
in the next 25 years vis-a-vis national development. 


According to Ruslan Abdulgani, President Suharto said 
that the 1945 Constitution has two provisions, namely 
the Pancasila ideology and its operational mechanism. 
He said that the election of the vice president should be 
viewed from the mechanism of the 1945 Constitution 
that is inspired by a spirit of consultations for a consen- 
sus. President Suharto pointed out that the provisions of 
the 1945 apply not only to the nomination of a vice 
presidential candidate but also a presidential candidate. 


Mokhtar Says Iran To Restore Embassy 
BK041251 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
1200 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja says 
the Iranian Government has promised to restore the 
Indonesian Embassy building in Tehran, destroyed by an 
Iraqi missile. Speaking to newsmen in Jakarta today, 
Mokhtar said the the promise was given by the Iranian 
Government to Indonesian Ambassador Ibrayim Yasin. 


The Iraqi missile exploded about 25 meters from the 
Indonesian Embassy building, but caused no casualties. 
The embassy’s communications system is now function- 
ing well, and the Foreign Affairs Department in Jakarta 
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began communicating with the embassy in Tehran yes- 
terday. On the possibility of Indonesia claiming damages 
from Iraq, Mokhtar said the missile attack took place 
during wartime, which would make it difficult for Indo- 
nesia to do so. 


Mokhtar on U.S. Reducing Defense Commitment 
BK041015 Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
27 Feb 88 pp 1, 8 


[Excerpt] Jakarta, KOMPAS—Foreign Minister Mokh- 
tar Kusumaatmayja says there is a general impression that 
the United States wants to reduce part of its defense and 
security commitment in Asia-Pacific, adding that under 
the tenure of former Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone, 
Japan responded positively to the U.S. proposal by 
trying to expand its defense parameter about | ,000 miles 
from Tokyo. 


Speaking at a news conference at the Foreign Affairs 
Department in Jakarta yesterday, Mokhtar noted that 
the more countries are willing to share the U.S. defense 
commitment, the better for the superpower. The main 
problem, however, facing many countries on this issue, 
including Indonesia, is the fact that a defense buildup 
requires not only enormous expenditure, but also a 
review of foreign policy. 


Mokhtar said that with its independent and active for- 
eign policy, it is impossible for Indonesia to have a 
binding defense arrangement with other countries. Up to 
now, Indonesia’s defense cooperation with other ASEAN 
countries is cooperative in nature, such as adjusting the 
weaponry and communications system. It is not known 
if the same is true regarding Indonesia’s reluctance to 
enhance its defense cooperation with Australia. Some 
time ago, Australian Defense Minister Kim Beazley 
remarked on this issue. When asked about the Australian 
defense minister's complaints, Mokhtar said, ‘I cannot 
answer that question because I have not heard about 
Beazley’s complaints.” [passage omitted] 


Laos 
Border Talks With Thailand End in Bangkok 


Correspondent Reports on Talks 
BKO50558 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0500 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] Following is the news report on the talks 
between the Lao and Thai Government delegations in 
Bangkok as dispatched via telephone by Choumma 
Chanthalangsi, a correspondent of our Lao nationai 
radio. 


[Begin Choumma Chanthalangsi recording] The meeting 
and talks between the Lao and Thai Government dele- 
gations continued for the second day yesterday—Friday, 
4 March 1988—at the meeting hall of the Thai Foreign 
Affairs Ministry in Bangkok. The talks were held both in 
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the morning and in the afternoon. The Lao side was 
headed by Brigadier General Thonglai Kommasit and 
the Thai side was headed by M.R. Kasemsamoson 
Kasemsi. The meeting and talks in the morning began at 
1000 and recessed at 1245. The meeting and talks in the 
afternoon began at 1500 and ended at 2100. Five min- 
utes later, at 2105, a joint press statement was issued. On 
this occasion, heads of the two delegations of Laos and 
Thailand, Brig Gen Thonglai Kommasit and M.R. 
Kasemsamoson Kasemsi, took turns reading the joint 
statement of the Lao and Thai Government delegations 
to the mass media. M.R. Kasemsamoson Kasemsi read 
the joint statement in Thai while Brig Gen Thonglai 
Kommasit read it in the Lao language. Following is the 
recorded statement read before the mass media by Brig 
Gen Thonglai Kommasit, head of our Lao Government 
delegation. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


[Begin Choumma Chanthalangsi recording] Afterward, 
the heads of the two sides’ delegations took turns answer- 
ing questions raised by the correspondents. The news 
conference continued until 2125. Choumma Chantha- 
langsi, correspondent of the national radio, reported 
from Bangkok, Thailand. [end recording] 


KPL Reports Press Statement 
BK051012 Vientiane KPL in English 
0906 GMT 5 Mar 88 
Delegations’ 


[“Results of Lao-Thai Governmental 


Talks”—KPL headline} 


[Text] Vientiane, March 5 (KPL)}—According to the 
information from Bangkok, the talks started on March 3 
between the Lao and Thai governmental delegations to 
seek peaceful solution to the border dispute in the region 
of Lao Sayaboury Province and Thai Phitsanulok Prov- 
ince ended on March 4 at 9 p.m.. 


The Lao delegation was led by Major General Thonglai 
Kommasit, dep head of the General Political Depant- 
ment of the LPA, and the Thai one was headed by 
Kasemsamoson Kasemsi, permanent secretary at the 
Thai Foreign Ministry. 


The two sides exchanged views in a frank manner filled 
with spirit of brotherhood and the need to solve the 
problem of the Lao-Thai border conflict by negotiations. 
The talks reaffirmed the importance of the cease-fire as 
agreed by the Lao-Thai high-level military delegations. 


The sides have issued the joint statement on the results 
of the Bangkok talks as follows: 


1. The Lao-Thai Government delegations, on March 3-4, 
1988 held talks to find a solution to the Lao-Thai border 
conflict in the region between the Lao Sayaboury Prov- 
ince and the Thai Phitsanulok Province. 
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Major General Thonglai Kommasit, deputy-head of the 
General Political Department of the Lao People’s Army, 
headed the Lao governmental delegation, and Kasemsa- 
moson Kasemsi, permanent secretary at the Thai For- 
eign Ministry, led the Thai Governmental delegation at 
the talks. The delegations of the two countries had a 
frank exchange of opinions in an atmosphere of broth- 
erhood and with the intention to permanently solve the 
border conflict at the disputed area. 


2. Both sides, at the talks, considered legal points and 
presented comprehensive proofs, including maps relat- 
ing to the area between the Lao Sayaboury Province and 
the Thai Phitsanulok Province. The talks also considered 
the proposals on establishing a joint committee to solve 
the border problems by making on-the-spot inspections 
of the borderline and demarcating the frontier line on 
the basis of moral justice in accordance with the 1907 
Franco-Siamese Treaty and related maps. 


3. The delegations of the two governments agreed to 
propose to their respective governments to restore and 
step up the work of the Committee for the Lao-Thai 
Cooperation at the national and regional level in accor- 
dance with the joint communiques by the heads of the 
governments of the two countries in 1979, in order to 
consolidate the Lao-Thai relations and promote their 
co-operation in accordance with the planned goals. 


4. Having acknowledged further progress in the political 
talks, the two sides decided that the cease-fire as agreed 
in Bangkok on February 17, 1988 by the Lao and Thai 
military delegations still holds valid. 


Delegation Returns to Vientiane 
BK051333 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Following the conclusion of its talks with the 
delegation of the Thai Government in Bangkok, the 
delegation of our Lao Government led by Brigadier 
General Thonglai Kommasit, deputy chief of the Gen- 
eral Political Department of the LPA, returned home 
this afternoon. Seeing off the Lao government delegation 
at the VIP lounge at Don Muang Airport in Bangkok 
were M.R. Kasemsomoson Kasemsi, under secretary of 
the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs and head of the 
delegation of the Thai Government; Khamphan Simma- 
lavong, LPDR ambassador extraordinary and plenipo- 
tentiary to the Kingdom of Thailand; and Niran Phanu- 
phong, Thai ambassador to Laos. The SRV ambassador 
and the Soviet charge d’affaires to Thailand were also on 
hand to see off Brigadier General Thonglai Kommasit 
and his party. 


The special plane carrying our Lao delegation landed at 
Wattai Airport in Vientiane at 1640. Welcoming Brig 
Gen Thonglai Kommasit and his party at the airport 
were Khamphai Boupha, first deputy minister of foreign 
affairs; Brigadier General Phonsai Chaleunsouk, Air 
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Force commander; and many other distinguished per- 
sonages. Mrs Phathuang Rotphrom, charge d'affaires at 
the Thai Embassy in Laos, and staff members of the 
embassy were also at the airport to welcome our delega 
tion. 


At Wattai Airport, Thongloun Sisoulit, deputy minister 
attached to the office of the Council of Ministers and 
deputy head of the Lao Government delegation, briefed 
the press on the atmosphere and the outcome of the 
2-day talks in Bangkok: [Begin Thongloun Sisoulit 
recording] In connection with the outcome of and the 
atmosphere at the 2-day talks in Bangkok, I can tell you 
that the atmosphere at the talks was cordial. The two 
sides raised their own views and presented their evi- 
dence with an open heart, keeping in mind the brotherly 
friendship and the lasting interests of the two countries. 
The two sides reached unanimity on those points we 
announced yesterday. However, some issues have not yet 
been settled in detail. Both sides will convey these issues 
to their respective governments for consultation. Thon- 
glai, head of our Lao side’s delegation, invited the 
delegation of the Thai Government to Vientiane to 
continue the consultations. I think that further negotia- 
tions will be held in due course. [end recording] 


The joint statement of the Lao Government delegation 
and the Thai Government delegation—which was alter- 
nately read to the press by Brig Gen Thonglai Kommasit 
and M.R. Kasemsamoson Kasemsi, respectively heads 
of the Lao and Thai delegations to the talks at the Thai 
Foreign Ministry in Bangkok yesterday evening after the 
conclusion of the talks—reads as follows: 


1. On 3 and 4 March 1988, the delegations of the LPDR 
Government and the Government of the Kingdom of 
Thailand held talks in Bangkok to find ways to settle the 
Lao-Thai borderline problem in the border area between 
Sayaboury Province and Phitsanulok Province with Brig 
Gen Thonglai Kommasit, deputy chief of the General 
Political Department of the LPA, as head of the Lao 
Government delegation and M.R. Kasemsamoson 
Kasemsi, under secretary of the Foreign Ministry, as 
head of the Thai Government delegation. The delega- 
tions of the two countries exchanged views in a frank 
manner in an atmosphere of brotherliness and with 
aspirations to permanently settle the Lao-Thai border- 
line conflict in the disputed area. 


2. The delegations of the two sides considered legal 
points and presented numerous pieces of evidence, 
including maps relating to the area between Sayaboury 
Province and Phitsanulok Province. The meeting con- 
sidered the proposals of Thailand to establish a joint 
committee to consider solving the existing borderline 
problems between the two countries by surveying and 
demarcating the border in accordance with the principle 
of justice and correctness based on the 1907 French- 
Siamese Treaty and related maps. On this issue, the Lao 
government delegation agreed to forward the proposals 
to its government and will inform the Thai side in due 
course. 
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3. The delegations of the two sides agreed to propose to 
their respective governments to restore and step up the 
work of the Joint Lao-Thai Liaison Border Committee, 
established in accordance with the joint communiques 
reached between the heads of the governments of the two 
countries in 1979, at the national level as well as at the 
local level in order to further strengthen relations and 
promote Lao-Thai cooperation in accordance with estab- 
lished goals. 


4. Because political negotiation has resulted in one more 
step of further progress, the two sides agreed that the 
cease-fire bilaterally agreed upon between the Lao and 
Thai military delegations in Bangkok on 17 February 
should continue to remain valid. 


[Dated] Bangkok, 4 March 1988. 


News Conference Held 
BK070059 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
7 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Laos has said Thailand’s proposal for a joint 
committee to resolve the border problem may violate the 
spirit of their 1979 joint communique. 


Brig-Gen Thonglai Kommasit, deputy chief of the Polit- 
ical Department of the Lao People’s Armed Forces, told 
Thai reporters in Vientiane yesterday that he was afraid 
a joint border demarcation committee would interfere 
with the joint Thai-Lao cooperation committee formed 
under the 1979 communique. 


He said he favoured the revival of the jont cooperation 
committee as agreed upon by the Thai and Laotian 
delegations that met in Bangkok last Friday. Brig-Gen 
Thonglai headed the Laotian team at the talks. 


Laos prefers setting up the Joint Thai-Lao Cooperation 
Committee at the national and local levels in accordance 
with the 1979 communique, he said. 


When the committee was first formed, it was headed by 
then Thai Interior Minister Gen Lek Naeomali and Gen 
Sisavat Keobounphan of Laos. 


Thonglai said that since Gen Lek has been out of office, 
the joint cooperation committee has been inactive. He 
Suggested that someone be appointed to the slot so the 
panel could be revived. 


The Thai proposal calls for creation of a joint committee 
headed by the chiefs-of-staff of the two armies to suvey, 
verify and demarcate the border on the basis of the 
Franco-Siamese Treaty of 1907 and relevant maps. 


The proposal, said Thonglai, is expected to be discussed 
by both sides sometime this month in Vientiane. 
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Although his meeting in Bangkok with Thailand’s dele- 
gation had been held in a “very good atmosphere”, he 
said, “solution of the border dispute is not an easy task, 
it takes time.” 


“Because the dispute has long been ignored, meeting 
only once could hardly settle the differences,” he said. 


Thongiai said however he was satisfied with the meeting 
because both sides had agreed to settle their differences 
with peace rather than force. 


He said Thailand and Laos both recognise the 1907 
France-Siamese Treaty, but not the same boundary lines. 


However, he said, this could be settled if both sides are 
sincere and work in the spirit of brotherhood. 


Asked to comment on doubts by some in Thailand of 
Laos’ sincerity, he said it was the view of only a handful 


of people. 


Meanwhile, Gen Sisavat warned Thailand against using 
a third country to sabotage Thai-Lao relations. 


The third country, which he did not name, wants Thai- 
land and Laos to fight so it can make money by selling 
weapons, he said. 


He suggested the money would be better used to develop 
the country than to buy more advanced weapons. 


He also dismissed rumours that Laos would invade 
Thailand: “How can a small country like Laos do that?” 


Laos wants to strengthen its relations with Thailand and 
to see peace in the region, he said. 


Deputy Foreign Minister Leaves on Tour 
BK071036 Vientiane KPL in English 
0911 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Vientiane, March 7 (KPL)}—Souban Salitthilat, 
deputy minister of foreign affairs left here on March 5 to 
start his official visits to Burma, India, France, Holland, 
the FRG, the United Kingdom, Sweden and Belgium. 


Bidding farewell to the delegation at the airport were 
Khamphai Boupha, first deputy-minister for foreign 
affairs, as well as diplomats of the embassies of the 
countries concerned. 


SRV Cultural Cooperation Protocol Signed 
BK060537 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT I Mar 88 


[Text] Yesterday afternoon, a ceremony was held in 
Vientiane to sign a protocol on cultural cooperation 
between then LPDR and the SRV. Signing the protocol 
on the Lao side was Somsi Desakz »hou, deputy min- 
ister of culture, and, on the Vietn. ese side, was Vu 
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Khac Lien, vice minister of culture. Present at the 
Signing ceremony were Thongsing Thammavong, mem- 
ber of the party Central Committee and minister of 
culture, and Nguyen Xuan, SRV ambassador extraordi- 
nary and plenipotentiary to Laos. 


The protocol spells out the cultural cooperation between 
the two ministries in 1988. The two sides will exchange 
films and the Vietnamese side agrees to process and 
develop motion picture films for the Lao counterpart. In 
addition, the two sides will help each other train cadres 
on both a short and long-term bases. Vietnamese special- 
ists will assist in some aspects of cultural work in Laos. 
The two sides also agreed to popularize each other’s 
national day and other important anniversaries. 


The delegation of the SRV Ministry of Culture arrived in 
the LPDR on 23 February for a friendship visit and will 
leave for home on | March. 


Phoumi Vongvichit Receives Guinean Envoy 
BK051018 Vientiane KPL in English 
0900 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Vientiane, March 5 (KPL)}—Haj Abdourahamane 
Sow, ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Guinea, yesterday presented his creden- 
tials here to the Lao Acting President Phoumi Vongvi- 
chit. 


The acting Lao president, on this occasion, discussed 
with his guest the relations between the two nations in 
the past as well as in the future. 


Phoumi Vongvichit wished the new ambassador of 
Guinea, whose chancellery is in Beijing, success in his 
mission in Laos. 


Sali Vongkhamsao Addresses National Meeting 
BK061410 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 3 May 88 


[Text] The second national conference to review lessons 
of grass-roots production units in switching to the busi- 
ness accounting system opened in Vientiane capital this 
morning. The conference was attended by more than 400 
delegates from various economic units throughout the 
country along with representatives of various state enter- 
prises, ministries, and Vientiane municipality. The pur- 
pose of the conference is to review the achievements and 
lessons of various economic units in carrying out busi- 
ness, review business activities in the past year, and 
together lay out plans to consolidate the work of each 
unit to conform with the new procedures based on the 
present socioeconomic rules. The delegates to the con- 
ference will also study a report of the central committee 
for guidance in the change to the business accounting 
system and hear a report on model activities of grass- 
roots economic units as well as of economic units of 
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certain provinces and of Vientiane municipality. They 
will also hear an address of Comrade General Secretary 
Kaysone Phomvihan on the implementation of the new 
mechanism. 


On this occasion, Comrade Sali Vongkhamsao, Political 
Bureau member of the LPRP Central Committee, vice 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, and chairman of 
the State Planning Committee, on behalf of the central 
committee for guidance in the change to the business 
accounting system, read a report on the achievements in 
Carrying Out business in the past year. In his report, he 
first pointed to the success achieved by each production 
unit in Carrying out business and some initial achieve- 
ments that we have scored in organizing the national 
training course on business for more than 1,000 key 
cadres. In this course the speech of Comrade General 
Secretary Kaysone Phomvihan and the review report on 
the experimental achievements by the comrade head of 
the central committee for guidance in the chqange to the 
business accounting system were used as the main con- 
tents for study. He also noted the broadening of the 
reform of the signing of economic contracts for use as the 
basis for working out and implementing the 1987 busi- 
ness plans for many state enterprises at the center as well 
as in localities. 


He then pointed out that in this regard, a number of 
enterprises took the offensive in carrying out their pro- 
duction in a more effective manner in 1987 as compared 
to 1986. For example, in Champassak Province, out of 
the total of 14 enterprises, 11 obtained high incomes 
from the implementation of the business system, 12 
enterprises turned in greater revenues to the state bud- 
get, and 9 enterprises successfully increased their labor 
productivity. In other places, including in Vientiane 
municipality, many economic units have also achieved 
success in increasing production, both in terms of quan- 
tity and quality. Most enterprises have effectively car- 
ried out the tasks of consolidating and perfecting their 
management apparatuses and reorganizing the cadres 
and workers, as a result of which the management 
apparatuses and the cadres and workers have enjoyed 
tranquil working conditions. Many enterprises have 
worked out a reasonable calculation of (?fixed) prices, 
profits, and revenues to be put on the state budget. Some 
enterprises have set their own rules and regulations on a 
temporary basis while certain ministries and localities 
have paid attention to stepping up the task of consoli- 
dating and organizing various party and mass organiza- 
tions attached to the enterprises under their control. This 
has directly brought about positive results on the task of 
switching to the business system. 


Comrade Sali Vongkhamsao continued: In the past year, 
the Council of Ministers also enforced a number of 
economic policies concerning prices, taxes, circulation of 
goods, currency, the consolidation of the trading system, 
and so forth. Certain ministries and local administra- 
tions have organized to further consolidate and simplify 
their apparatuses to be more in conformity with the true 
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Situation by reducing unnecessary middle points and 
sectors which are not in favor of the state management 
work. He also noted: Although the task has been effec- 
tively implemented, there remain some weak points and 
remaining problems. For example, business production 
and labor productivity in many enterprises which have 
switched to the business system have declined or have 
come to a standstill not as a result of any objective cause. 
Another example is that incomes have declined while the 
number of cadres and workers has increased, as a result 
of which profits have not been divided in a reasonable 
way and many enterprises have turned in less revenue to 
the state budget. Many enterprises have still failed to 
exert all efforts to fulfill their business production plans. 
The rotation of capital in many enterprises is still at a 
low speed. The actual salaries of cadres, workers, and 
state employees in many state enterprises are still low 
and they are even lower than those of workers and 
employees in various private enterprises and coopera- 
tives. Many enterprises have not yet been comprehen- 
sively consolidated and strengthened. Some enterprises 
have quite effectively consolidated their activities, but 
their party and mass organizations have not yet been 
completely consolidated and strengthened. 


Comrade Sali Vongkhamsao also pointed to some weak 
points and remaining problems that must be settled in 
the immediate future by each enterprise which carries 
out businesslike production. He said: [Begin Sali Vongk- 
hamsao recording] The causes of various weak points 
and remaining problems are that we have failed to 
completely do away with the centralized bureaucratic 
administrative management mechanism based on the 
state-financing system and to absolutely switch to the 
business system, that various enterprises have failed to 
thoroughly implement the self-mastery system in carry- 
ing Out business, that the state administrations have 
continued to seriously interfere in the internal affairs of 
enterprises, and that our cadres have yet to profoundly 
and thoroughly understand and grasp the party’s line, in 
particular the party’s plan and policy concerning the 
economic structure. Our cadres have also failed to pro- 
foundly understand the work on the goods-money rela- 
tions, the broadening of democracy and the use of 
economic measures as basic means to carry out the 
management as set forth by our party in the resolution of 
the fourth party congress. All these have been clearly 
seen through many events and practices as follows: A 
number of state enterprises have not completely turned 
to implementing the business accounting mechanism. As 
a result, those enterprises have failed to take the initia- 
tive in carrying out their production business activities. 
Noteworthy is that they have yet to maintain self- 
mastery in certain fields, such as in the financial field. 
For example, due to misunderstanding of the role and 
responsibility of money order, cash, and currency, it is 
apparent that the form of money order has been used 
indiscriminately and not in accordance with its role, 
responsibility, and principle. As a result, the enterprises, 
which have switched to the business system, cannot 
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implement self-mastery in using their capital, thus result- 
ing in having debts with each other. The situation in 
which enterprises have been in debt and controlled one 
another's capital has been widely expanded to a danger- 
ous extent. An example of this is that in 1987, the Lao 
electrical company had a total debt amount of 1.58 
billion kip, the water supply company had 174.9 million 
kip, the material and technical supply company had 225 
million kip, the trade company of Champassak Province 
had 1.2 billion kip, and the Lao fuel oil company had 718 
million kip in debt. Many enterprises, not being allowed 
to withdraw their money, have had to delay the payment 
of wages to workers. For example, workers of the lead 
exploitation company have not received their salaries, 
part of which is cash, for 4 to 5 months already. The 
implementation of the salary-paying system under the 
form of contracts of some enterprises, such as the central 
postal company and the Champassak provincial electri- 
cal company, has also been suspended due to the (?lim- 
itation in the work). The failure of most enterprises to 
strictly implement the state’s unified accounting system 
is one of the various causes of [words indistinct] and the 
wasteful use of capital of those enterprises. 


In short, there are still many remaining problems that we 
must together completely settle and overcome in order to 
lead the movements of changing to the business system 
to march forward firmly and comprehensively. [end 
recording] 


Attending the conference as guests of honor on this 
occasion were comrade Political Bureau members of the 
LPRP Central Committee, namely Comrade Nouhak 
Phoumsavan, Comrade Phoumi Vongvichit, Comrade 
Phoun Sipaseut, Comrade Sisavat Keobounphan, Com- 
rade Maichantan Sengmani, and Comrade Saman Vi- 
gnaket; comrade alternate members of the Political 
Bureau of the party Central Committee, namely Com- 
rade Oudom Khatthi-gna and Comrade Choummali 
Sai-gnason; along with comrade members and alternate 
members of the Party Central Committee, ministers, and 
deputy ministers. The conference will continue for more 
than a week. 


Briefs 
Minister Meets Thai Musicians 


Vientiane, March 7 (KPL)}—The minister of culture 
Thongsing Thammavong received here on March 5 the 
Thai “Carabao” pop band led by Colonel Sarathoun 
Pathammanon. The Lao minister welcomed and hailed 
the friendship tour of the well-known “Carabao” band. 
Thongsing Thammavong highly valued the positive 
results of the Lao-Thai negotiations which have pro- 
vided favourable conditions for Lao and Thai artists to 
exchange artistic and cultural experiences, thus contrib- 
uting to the improvement of the long-standing relations 
of brotherhood between the Lao PDR and Thailand. 
Being as it is, peace, friendship and coexistance can be 
promoted, said he. The ““Carabao” band arrived here on 
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March 5 and gave an open-air concert to Vientiane 
public. The Thai artists left here for home yesterday. 
[Text] /Vientiane KPL English 0908 GMT 7 Mar 88 BK] 


Philippines 


Postponement of U.S. Bases Review Sought 
HK071305 Hong Kong AFP in English 1241 GMT 
7 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 7 (AFP)}—The Philippines and the 
United States are to start reviewing an agreement grant- 
ing U.S. access to military bases here on March 23, but 
Manila has sought a postponement, a Philippine senator 
said Monday. 


Leticia Shahani, chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, told reporters the review was sched- 
uled to start March 23 and could extend to July. 


However, Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus had 
relayed Manila’s request to postpone the bilateral review 
in a recent meeting with U.S. Ambassador to the Philip- 
pines Nicholas Platt, she added. 


Although the review on the agreement on Subic Naval 
Base and Clark Air Base was scheduled this year, it was 
the first time either party has announced the date of the 
negotiations. 


Mrs. Shahani said Manila wanted it set back to enable 
the Senate to deliberate on three bills to implement a 
constitutional provision banning nuclear weapons on 
Philippine territory. 


The bills seek a formal declaration of the Philippines as 
a nuclear-free zone, the creation of a nuclear weapon- 
monitoring agency, and declaring any move by a friendly 
country to store nuclear weapons in Philippine territory 
as a “hostile act”. 


Washington neither confirms nor denies the presence of 
nuclear weapons at Clark or Subic, in line with a world- 
wide U.S. policy. 


Mrs. Shahani said there was no firm consensus on the 
bills’ enactment, but she was confident the three bills 
would be acted upon before July. Passage of the pro- 
posed legislations would send “signals to the Americans 
that we are serious on the matter,” she added. 


Mr. Manglapus and Mrs. Shahani are members of an 
executive-legislative committee preparing the Manila 
panel’s agenda in the bases review. 


The committee previously said it would raise the issue of 
increased compensation, the anti-nuclear provision and 
jurisdiction over crimes committed inside these facili- 
ties, but not a new agreement. 
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Manila receives about 180 million dollars yearly in 
economic and military aid from Washington over a 
five-year period ending 1989. The agreement ends in 
1991. The Philippine Constitution bans any military 
bases treaty with a foreign nation unless ratified by a 
two-thirds Senate vote. 


Aquino Orders Study of Bases Issue Position 
HK071101 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Pressdent Corazon Aquino has ordered the For- 
eign Relations Committee to conduct a thorough study 
of the Philippines’ official position on the issue of U.S. 
bases in the country. Here is Sel Baesa with the full 
details: 


[Begin recording] The president issued the directive 
during a luncheon meeting with officials of the commit- 
tee headed by Senate President Jovito Salonga at Mala- 
canang today. 


Later, in talks with newsmen, Salonga said that aside 
from the military bases issue, the committee also dis- 
cussed the MNLF’s bid for membership in the Organ:- 
zation of Islamic Conference. However, Salonga stressed 
that the meting tackled only procedural aspects of the 
issues. He added that the committee will meet with the 
president <gain before the end of the month in order to 
search for appropriate solutions to the problems. 


Sel Baesa, Bureau of Broadcast Services News. [end 
recording} 


Economic Benefits of Giving Up Bases Cited 
HK0,1245 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
7 Mar 88 p 8 


{By Benjamin B. Cruz] 


[Text] In terms of economic benefits, it is more profit- 
able to give up the U.S. bases and convert these into 
various commercial ventures. The revenues which could 
be earned if the vacated lots were to be used for viable 
enierprises would be bigger than the “rent” the country 
is getting from these bases. 


This was the initial result of the on-going studies being 
under-taken by the Congress Economic Planning Staff 
(CEPS), one of the Government agencies tasked to come 
up with proposals on the feasibility of different eco- 
nomic alternatives to the bases. It is working closely with 
the House economic affairs committee and Department 
of Foreign Affairs. 


In an interview with BUSINESS WORLD, CEPS head 
Leonardo Mariano said that based on the preliminary 
results of their studies, the country stands to earn P12 
billion in annual income if the projects being considered 
become fully operational. 
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The projects he was referring to include the business 
conversion of the bases’ lands. For instance the Clark 
Air Base area, once vacated, is being eyed to be broken 
down as follows: 3,000 hectares for Armed Forces head- 
quarters, 7,000 hectares for an international airport, 
industrial estates, 10,000 hectares; agro-industrial, 
10,000 hectares; and, corporate farming, 5000 hectares. 


Similar alternatives are being considered for the Subic 
Bay Naval Base. 


The Pi2-billion projected income, when these options 
become fully operational, is, Mr Mariano pointed out, “a 
lot higher” than the maximum $180 million annual 
“rent” the country is getting. 


For the period 1984-89, the Reagan administration had 
pledged a $900-million military and economic fund for 
the use of the facilities. 


But he noted that at least P75 billion would be needed to 
establish and operationalize all these economic alterna- 
tives. He added this amount should never be sourced 
from either the National Treasury or foreign borrowings, 
but should be “internally generated.” 


In explaining how the projects could be funded, the 
CEPS head told BUSINESS WORLD that the sale of 
military camps, like Camp Aguinaldo, could fetch PS 
million. 


Present military headquarters, as the studies envisioned, 
would be vacated. They would be transferred to Clark 
and Subic. 


Mr Mariano also said some of the vacated lands could be 
made into “exclusive, sophisticated” residential areas, 
“like Forbes Park.” This early, he said he already 
received notices of intent for that purpose. He indicated 
that some Japanese businessmen have offered to pu- 
chase some of the lots. 


“Japan’s problem is that she kas plenty of money but 
doesn’t know where to put them,” he said, although 
tight-lipped about the specifics of the offer. 


He added that the emptied international airport is 
another “prime property.” He disclosed that there is also 
an intent to buy that property. 


On the 70,000 workers to be displaced from the bases’ 
removal, he said they could be easily absorbed by the 
industries that would emerge. He said he recommended 
some labor-intensive projects. 


Mr Mariano, clarified, however, that the CEPS studies 
are not limited to economic components of the bases. 
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“Suppose the Americans leave, does our AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines} have the capability to fight 
external aggression,” is an issue that CEPS also attends 
to, he said. He added thought that “as (Foreign Secre- 
tary) Rau! Manglapus said, the bases are not needed for 
the country’s security.” 


He noted further that the expected income could be used 
to increas. ihe AFP’s budget. 


While expressi\g optimism with these economic alterna- 
tives, Mr Mariano said “everything is still tentative.” He 
said the detailed feasibility report will be available by 
March 30. 


‘No Economic Alternative’ to U.S. Bases Seen 
HK041417 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 4 Mar 88 p 6 


[By Elmer Cato] 


[Text] Angeles City—There exists no economic alterna- 
tive should the United States military bases in the 
country be phased out, city officials here admitted, 
warning at the same time of a serious economic disloca- 
tion here. 


City authorities also said they are asking the National 
Government for representation in the Philippine panel 
for the forthcoming review of the military bases agree- 
ment (MBA). 


“There exist no alternative framework should the bases 
be phased out,” Angeles Vice Mayor Edgardo Pamin- 
tuan told the CHRONICLE yesterday, saying there still 
is no serious effort in preparing for a “post-bases” 
scenario. 


“There definitely will be an economic debacle. Angeles 
City will not survive. The bases are necessary evils,” 
Pamintuan, himself an anti-bases activist, admitted. 


Pamintuan said close to 80 per cent of the local economy 
will be displaced in the event Clark Air Base is with- 
drawn in two to three years’ time. 


National Government authorities are said to have pre- 
pared economic alternatives to both Clark and Subic 
Naval Base in Olongapo. Angeles has been envisioned as 
the seat of an international airport and an agro-commer- 
cial center. ““However, all these remain on the drawing 
board,”” Pamintuan said. 


The city government, according to him, has set up a 
committee which will conduct an exhaustive study on 
the bases alternative and encourage local businessmen to 
prepare for a post-bases scenario. 


“I am quite optimistic that Angeles City has its own 
dynamism to pursue economic growth by utilizing indig- 
enous material, labor, and skills,” Pamintuan said. 
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Pamintuan at the same time stated that the city govern- 
ment is strongly batting for representation in the Philip- 
pine panel to the bases talk. 


Anti-Bases Students ‘Storm’ Congress Building 
HK050829 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 5 Mar 88 pp 1, 18 


[By Victor Vega] 


[Text] About 100 student demonstrators belonging to the 
League of Filipino Students (LFS) stormed the old 
Congress building yesterday morning, occupied the 
building lobby for an hour, then posted and painted the 
walls with revolutionary and anti-American slogans. 


A contingent of Philippine Marines guarding the build- 
ing was surprised by the students, but the Marines kept 
their cool until the demor:strators left. The Senate holds 
its sessions in the building. 


The students gathered in front of the Pamantasan ng 
Lungsod ng Maynila (PLM) [University of the City of 
Manila] in Intramuros before marching to the old Con- 
gress building. 


The students denounced the American bases in the 
country and the nuclear plant in Battan. 


Sen. Leticia Ramos Shahani, in her speech during the 
student rally, said that the Senate is still studying the 
bases and nuclear issues. 


The demonstrators cheered Senator Shahani as she was 
leaving the lobby but they became unruly afterwards and 
forcibly entered the building, shouted anti-American 
slogans, and placed a red flag at the building entrance. 


The students also denounred Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile and 
other senators for allegedly supporting American bases 
in the country. 


Also yesterday, some 3,000 government employes dem- 
onstrated at the Mendiola bridge to denounce mass 
lay-offs of employees under the guise of reorganization. 


Led by the Confederation for Unity, Recognition, and 
Advancement of Government Employes (Courage), the 
government employes also assa:ied the government for 
implementing the value-added tax (VAT) and House Bill 
No. 4984 which, according to them, will curtail their 
right to self-organization. 


Dependence on Foreign 
HK050837 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 5 Mar 88 p 6 


fEditorial: “Psychology of Dependence™] 


[Text] If the country should decide that the U.S. should 
no longer use the bases, it should be determined noi to 
ask for any economic or military assistance from that 
country. That would be the attitude of a self-respecting 
nation. 


But judging by the questions asked of visiting American 
officials, some Filipinos would still ask for assistance 
even if the U.S. were no longer allowed the use of the 
bases. 


The matter of seif-respect is probably the factor that has 
contributed greatly to the slow economic development of 
this country. The lack of it has developed into a psychol- 
ogy of dependence that is manifested in the continuing 
requests for American aid, which has, however, failed to 
industrialize the country, unlike the assistance given to 
Taiwan and South Korea. 


The psychology of dependence has given the couniry 
very little leverage so that it is now heard to complain 
that it gets less for the use of the bases than other 
countries whose bases are also used by the US. 


The preservation of self-relpect—overcoming the atti- 
tude of dependence—is a function of leadership, because 
it is the leadership (in the political branches of the 
government) that should educate the people on the ways 
of self-reliance. 


The leadership should do more than tell the leaders of 
the local governments to encourage livelihood projects. 
It should also impart the vision of a self-reliant nation. 


What is happening today is that the people of this 
country are relying heavily on the tax-payers of other 
countries for meeting the payment of their bills. 


The burden of asking the people to be self-reliant and to 
set the example in this respect is supposed to be implied 
in the eagerness to run for public office. 


Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister To Visit 
HK050841 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev is 
expected to arrive in Manila on 22 March. The Soviet 
Embassy announced that Rogachev will hold political 
and security consultations with President Aquino. Roga- 
chev, who will pay a 5-day visit in the country, is the first 
top Soviet official to visit Manila since President Aquino 
assumed power. 


Support Criticized ¥ 
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Meanwhile, the Soviet Embassy’s minister counsellor 
Alexander Losyukov stated that the USSR is prepared to 
cut down its nuclear weapons, carrier ships and subma- 
rine fleets in the Pacific and the Indian Oceans if the 
United States will remove its military bases in the 
Philippines. 


Official Says Japanese Terrorists in Country 
HK050817 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 5 Mar 88 pp 1, 18 


{By Estela Ansula] 


[Text] Immigration Commissioner Miriam Defensor 
Santiago confirmed reports yesterday on the entry of 
Japanese terrorists in the country whose main objective 
is to create violence. 


In a speech during the induction of officers of the 
University of the Philippines Sigma Delta Phi Alumnae 
Association at the Manila Hotel, Santiago identified the 
terrorists as members of the Japanese Red Army (JRA) 
and the Japanese Boryokudan, an organized crime 
group. 


She said intelligence reports indicate that Cebu’s Mactan 
international Airport, which became operational on July 
16, 1987, has become the port of entry of these Japanese 
terrorists. 


Qutlining the operations of both organizations, the 
immigration commissioner said the JRA, an ultra-left 
force and arm of the League of Communists, concen- 
trates on establishing international bases to promote 
worldwide revolution through simultaneous armed 
uprisings in different countries. 


Santiago said the JRA’s preliminary activities were 
Staged in international airports and, in most cases, 
involved the use of fake travel documents to avoid 
detection. 


Reports showed that in 1972, three JRA terrorists killed 
100 persons at the Lod International Airport in Tel Aviv, 
Israel, she said. 


In 1973, a JRA member and four Palestinian guerrillas 
hijacked a Japan Air Lines jet in Amsterdam, the Neth- 
erlands, to Libya where it was blown up. 


Santiago said that since 1972, many JRA members have 
been arrested in various international airports for illegal 
entry. 


Earlier this week, a29-man Japanese team invited by the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines revealed that the JRA 
has close links with the New People’s Army (NPA) and is 
giving ammunition and money to the rebels. 
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Santiago said the Japanese visitors’ report indicates that 
the JRA coordinates closely with members of the Com- 
munist Party to carry out acts of terrorism, such as the 
assassination of public officials and destruction of public 
works. 


The Japanese Boryokudan, Santiago said, is dedicated to 
organized, violent crimes. 


Although the Boryokudan operates like the Yakuza (Ja- 
pan’s version of the Mafia), the Boryokudan uses vio- 
lence, while the Yakuza operates through illegal activi- 
ties with profit as its main objective, Santiago said. 


The Boryokudan is also well-financed by various crime 
lords selling guns and narcotics, mainly in Hong Kong, 
and running gambling and prostitution dens. 


The organization, like the Yakuza, is also responsible for 
the recruitment of Filipino women forced to work as 
prostitutes in Japan, Santiago said. 


Although sources said that the intelligence community 
has sufficient information on the operations of both 
Japanese organizations, they said the government has 
not yet taken action against the Japanese terrorists. 


Nine Killed in Rebel Ambush Near U.S. Base 
HK070635 Hong Kong AFP in English 0621 GMT 
7 Mar 88 


[Text] Olongapo, Philippines, March 7 (AFP)}—Philip- 
pine Marines guarding a U.S. naval base here have been 
sent to hunt down suspected communist rebels who 
killed nine local troops and civilians nearby at the 
weekend, officials said Monday. 


The Marines joined Paramilitary Constabulary troops 
backed by two helicopter gunships in searching for some 
50 suspected New People’s Army (NPA) guerrillas in 
mountains near the perimeter of Subic, the largest U.S. 
naval base in Asia. 


The attackers killed six Philippine Navy men and three 
hitchhikers—two women and a six-year-old boy—in a 
road ambush Saturday on a navy jeep off Hermosa town 
in Bataan province, about six kilometers (3.7 miles) from 
Subic’s fence. 


It was the largest show of strength in recent years near 
Subic by suspected members of the NPA, which has 
vowed to attack more U.S. nationals and facilities this 
year after killing two servicemen off Clark Air Base in 
nearby Pampanga Province in October. 


Two suspected NPA men shot dead a Philippine soldier 
in January at a bus depot in Olongapo, where hundreds 
of U.S. servicemen, defense employees and their depen- 
dents move about daily in commercial and residential 
areas. 
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Subic and Ciark are technically Philippine bases, but the 
United States is guaranteed unhampered use of their 
facilities located in the center of sprawling base reseva- 
tions guarded by local troops. 


31 Suspected NPA Members Arrested in Manila 
HK050501 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Thirty-one suspected members of the NPA were 
arrested today by elements of the Western Police District 
[WPD]. WPD Superintendent Brigadier General Alfredo 
Lim said that the police raided a house near the depart- 
ment’s headquarters on UN Avenue with warrant issued 
by Judge Abelardo Dayrit. Lim identified the leader of 
the suspects as one Jun Sadia alias Dominador Tamara 
and Ka [Comrade] Jun. Twenty-two of those arrested 
came from Ligaw, Albay, while 9 others were allegedly 
from Basilan. Confiscated from them were guns and two 
grenades. 


26 Released by Police 
HK070456 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[Text] The Capital Regional Command [Capcom] has 
released 26 of the 31 suspected New People’s Army 
rebels who were picked up Saturday by Manila police- 
men in an early morning raid in an alleged communist 
safehouse in Ermita, a few blocks away from the Western 
Police headquarters. 


According to Ist Lieutenant Arsenio Pinacate, Capcom 
spokesman, the 26 who were earlier brought to the 
Capcom headquarters at Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig, 
were allowed by Capcom Chief Brigadier General Ale- 
xander Aguirre to go home at 1200 yesterday [6 March], 
after investigators failed to find sufficient evidence 
against them. However, five other suspects remain under 
detention at the Western Police headquarters. Charges of 
illegal possession of firearms will be filed by the police 
today against the five suspects. 


Rebel Amnesty Remains on Case-to-Case Basis 
HK040259 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 3 Mar 88 


[Text] President Aquino says the communist rebels are 
still welcome to avail of amnesty. More from Art Pabel- 
lon: 


[Begin recording] [Pabellon] President Corazon Aquino 
yesterday [3 March] indicated that the door is still open 
and communist rebels may avail of the opportunity for 
amnesty. In a brief talk with newsmen at Malacanang, 
the president said: 


[Aquino] I think that was already explained earlier by 
General Ramos, that we can do it on a case-to-case basis. 
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[Pabellon] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos had told 
newsmen that even with the lapse of the government’s 
amnesty program last Monday, amnesty would still be 
granted to surrendering rebels on a case-to-case basis. He 
had pointed out that President Aquino is empowered by 
the Constitution to grant amnesty to any offenders, 
subject to confirmation by Congress. The reconciliation 
program continues the amnesty proclamation which 
expired last February 29, but this does not mean that the 
door for amnesty has been closed, Ramos stressed. [end 
recording] 


House Rules Amnesty Illegal 
HK041423 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 4 Mar 88 pp 1, 6 


[By staff writer Miguel Genovea] 


[Text] The House of Representatives ruled last night as 
not valid the amnesty granted to surrendering New 
People’s Army rebels under Presidential Proclamation 
138 from August 11, 1987 to February 29, 1988. 


This ruling was made by Speaker Ramon Mitra Jr. when 
the question was raised by Rep. Eduardo Joson Jr. 
(Bagong Lakas, Nueva Ecija) and is expected to prompt 
another crisis between Congress and the Executive 
Department. 


Joson raised the question in response to a statement by 
Defense Secretary Fidel V. Ramos that surrendering 
rebels could still avail themselves of the amnesty “‘on a 
case-to-case basis” despite its expiration last February 
29. 


Amnesty was first granted by the government last Feb- 
ruary 27, 1987 under Presidential Proclamation [PP] 
No. 30. It was extended, however, to another six-month 
period under PP 138 issued by the Presideni last August 
11, 1987. 


Mitra ruled that the extension under proclamation 138 
has “no legal effect” until Congress gives its concurrence 
since the directive was issued while Congress was in 
session. 


The House leadership cited Paragraph 2, Section 19 of 
Article 7 of the 1987 Constitution, which empowers the 
President to grant amnesty with the concurrence of the 
majority of the members of Congress. 


The AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines} said 6,322 
rebels availed of PP 138. 


Rep. Raul Roco (Unido [United Nationalist Democratic 
Organization], Camarines Sur) said this defect of the 
amnesty granted under PP 138 could be cured with the 
passage of House Resolution 168. The resolution, 
authored by Joson, seeks to declare the concurrence of 
Congress with President Aquino in issuing PP 138. 
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The proposal has been reported out under Committee 
Report 73 but has not been deliberated on the floor. 


Meanwhile, the House approved on third reading House 
Bill 4284 establishing at least a P5-million multi-purpose 
sports center in every legislative district in the country 
for a total of P! billion, and House Bill 4351 increasing 
the insurance benefit of local government officials. 


Military Calls NPA ‘More Sophisticated’ 
HK041459 Manila THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
in English 4 Mar 88 p 8 


[By Alden Alag] 


[Text] Two top-ranking military officers admitted yes- 
terday the Armed Forces’ weaknesses in the face of the 
communist threat, conceding that rebel forces today are 
much more sophisticated, equipped with modern weap- 
onry, and supported by a strong political network. 


In contrast, Armed Forces chief of staff Gen. Renato de 
Villa described the military as a “poor man’s armed 
forces” battling a growing communist insurgency. 


De Villa , speaking ut a luncheon news conference of the 
Foreign Correspondents Association of the Philippines 
[FOCAP], said the 159,000-strong Armed Forces lacked 
“the minimum of what we need,” UPI reported. 


“We have critical shortage of tactical communications 
equipment. We are short on mobility,” UPI quoted him 
as Saying. 


Complementing De Villa’s critical assessment of the 
fighting capability of the armed forces was the grudging 
admission by Army chief Maj. Gen. Restituto C. Padilla 
that present-day communist rebels are formidable foes. 


The armed struggle being waged by the insurgents is far 
more complicated, and thus more difficult to defeat, 
than the Hukbalahap [Hukbong Mapaglaya ng Bayan— 
Freedom Fighters of the Nation] campaign of the 1950s, 
Padilla told members of the American Chamber of 
Commerce at the Manila Garden Hotel. 


He described the communist rebellion as a fighting 
machine with an “intelligent brain which is the party, a 
sword which is the New People’s Army, and a shield 
which is the National Democratic Front.” 


“They (the NPAs) are now equipped with modern fire- 
arms, sophisticated communication apparatus and 
afforded with moral and financial support by other 
communist countries,” Padilla said. 


In his talk before the FOCAP, De Villa said the NPA has 
grown from a maximum of 23,000 members to 25,000 
since President Aquino came to power two years ago. 
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He said their firearms had increased from 12,000 before 
the February 1986 revolution to about 15,000 firearms 
today. 


“We are a poor man’s armed forces,’ De Villa said. “But 
these shortages will not stop us from fighting the war.” 


Padilla said the communist insurgency is essentially a 
political war, and that the local communists adhere to 
the dogma that their efforts should be geared toward 
winning the support of the population and adopting the 
grand strategy of protracted war. 


“The main tenet of insurgency is that whoever wins 
popular support or the support of the people wins the 
war,” Padilla said. 


Ramos Reveals Captured Communist 6-Year Plan 
11K050641 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 4 Mar 88 


| Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos yesterday declas- 
sified captured documents confirming a 6-year commu- 
nist plan now on its second year of implementation in 
the taking over of the government by 1992. The docu- 
ments were seized by military operatives during the 
capture of 20 suspected members of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines [CPP] and the National Demo- 
cratic Front in Metro Manila last month. 


Ramos said the documents revealed that the CPP had in 
place long and mid-term plans to consolidate its political 
machinery prior to the final take-over of the govern- 
ment. Earlier, Ramos vowed tu crush the communist 
movement through a total counterinsurgency approach 
being adopted by the government. Ramos also said the 
balanced combination of political, social and military 
action is needed to defeat the insurgency. 


Army Chief on New Anti-Insurgency ‘Concept’ 
H1K041527 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 3 Mar 88 p 8 


[Text] The military will check rebel movement in the 
countryside through a three-dimensional approach, Phil- 
ippine Army chief Maj. Gen. Restituto Padilla said 
yesterday. 


Padilla, who was the guest speaker at the American 
Chamber of Commerce general membership meeting, 
said that while the Communist Party of the Philippines 
(CPP) has expanded its operations in far-flung areas, the 
Army has developed a triad concept to stop the opera- 
tions by the rebels. 


He said the concept involves well-orchestrated and 
mutually supporting activities which are intelligence, 
civil-military operations, and tactical movement. 
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He declared that although the concept has military 
undertones, this does not mean the use of superior 
combat manpower and firepower. The military, for 
instance, now has sound, accurate, and timely informa- 
tion necessary in practically all types of warfare, Padilla 
said. 


“We know our enemy and we are now in the process of 
almost perfecting a system of intelligence collection to 
support our tactical and psychological operations,” he 
said. 


Padilla identified the political mechanism, specifically 
the propaganda arm, of the rebels as the one aspect that 
has to be dealt with by the Armed Forces. 


On the other hand, he said, the concept that insurgency 
warfare is essentially a political war makes it important 
to turn to civil-military operations, targeting the “hearts, 
minds, and souls of the people.” 


“In the business world, I think you will agree that if a 
product is bad and rotten, no amount of advertisement 
can convince the consumer to patronize it.” 


“The same is true with insurgency warfare wherein we 
have to win popular support of the people,” Padilla told 
the American businessmen. 


He said the Army is building up its image and credibility 
and is doing its best to manifest the highest state of 
discipline. 


“In effect, it is my policy to make every soldier of the 
Army a walking advertisement of the whole AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines],”’ he said. 


The Army, Padilla announced, is now undertaking a 
revitalized troop information, education, and value for- 


mation program. 


Army Said Monitoring Communist Leaders 
Abroad 

HK050640 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0600 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] The military is closely monitoring the activities of 
known CPP [Communist Party of the Philippines]-NPA 
leaders who have left for other countries. This followed 
an announcement by Armed Forces of the Philippines 
chief General Renato de Villa that about 37 solidarity 
groups from 11 countries are believed to be sending 
support to communist rebels in the Philippines. 


De Villa said the top 13 ieaders of the CPP-NPA-NDF 
are currently abroad to solicit assistance from solidarity 
groups in Europe, America, Australia and Asia. De Villa 
added that local rebels last year received some $19 
million in cash and supplies such as food and medicines. 
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Aquino Appeals Again to Islamic Body 
HK060028 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 
in English 0000 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[Text] President Aquino today reiterated her appeal to 
the Organization of Islamic Conference [OIC] not to 
accept the application for membership of the Moro 
National Liberation Front. The president issued the 
appeal in the wake of press reports quoting MNLF chief 
Nur Misuari as saying the OIC would announce on 
March 21 the admission of the MNLF as its 49th 
member. 


Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno said that Mrs Aquino 
denies or doubts the accuracy of these front-page stories. 
In a briefing, Benigno also read a statement from Foreign 
Secretary Raul Manglapus, who also conveyed his 
doubts on the accuracy of quotations attributed to the 
OIC secretary general, who reportedly denied the claim 
of Speaker Ramon Mitra that Saudi Arabia would not 
support the MNLF and that the OIC would support the 
Philippine Government’s position. 


Ramos ‘Optimistic’ About Mindanao Problem 
HK070521 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos yesterday 
expressed optimism that the Mindano problem would be 
solved through diplomatic means, even as he under- 
scored military preparedness to meet any possible emer- 
gency situzcion. Ramos expressed this optimism before 
the officers and men of the Army’s Sth Infantry Divi- 
sion, based in Camp Servillano Aquino in Tarlac, Tarlac. 
There he received the surrender of more than |,178 NPA 
rebels and their sympathizers in Lingayen, Pangasinan. 


Ramos said the problem arising from the uncertain 
outcome of the Organization of the Islamic Conference 
meeting in Amman, Jordan, next week is keeping the 
entire AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] on its toes. 
The Defense Chief said [word indistinct] was unfortu- 
nate that the big decision of the OIC on the demand of 
the MNLF for membership in the 48-member-country 
organization will come at a time when the AFP is 
celebrating the PMA [Philippine Military Academy] 
graduation on the | 1th of March and the AFP founda- 
tion day on the 28th and 29th of the same month. 
Nevertheless, Ramos said that he is confident of the 
government efforts to find a peaceful solution to the 
MNLF question as long as the preparation of the AFP in 
the critical areas of possible engagement would be suffi- 
cient to handle any situation. [end recording] 


Manglapus on Implementing Tripoli Accord 
HK050513 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus stressed the 
government’s responsibility to implement the Tripoli 
Agreement within the framework of our Constitution. 
Under the said agreement, | 3 of 23 provinces in Minda- 
nao will be granted autonomy. 
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Meanwhile, Peace Commissioner Alfredo Bengzon said 
the Tripoli Agreement was the first step toward creation 
of the Regional Consultative Commission in Mindanao. 
MNLF demands the implementation of the Tripoli 
Agreement even as it awaits a decision from the Organi- 
zation of Islamic Conference [OIC] regarding its appli- 
cation for membership with the organization. 


However, top government leaders headed by President 
Corazon Aquino believed that the application will not be 
approved by the OIC. 


Diplomatic Offensive Against MNLF Launched 
HK071207 Hong Kong AFP in English 1124 GMT 
7 Mar 88 


[By Cecilia Quiambao] 


[Excerpt] Manila, March 7 (AFP)—The Philippine Gov- 
ernment Monday launched a fresh diplomatic offensive 
against Moslem separatist rebels two weeks before a 
major world Islamic gathering starts in Jordan. 


Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus summoned envoys of 
eight member countries of the Organization of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) Monday to discuss projects for Mos- 
lem-populated Mindanao and other southern islands. 


The summons came after President Corazon Aquino 
appealed to OIC members not to support the moves of 
the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), a Moslem 
a group seeking to become the 47th member of the 


The ambassadors from Iran, Libya, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Gabon and Saudi Arabia were 
briefed on the “program of government in Moslem 
communities in the Philippines,” a foreign department 
spokesman said. 


Mrs. Aquino for her part met at the presidential palace 
Monday with Mr. Manglapus and leaders of Congress to 
take up foreign affairs issues including ways to blunt the 
MNLF campaign. 


House of Representatives Speaker Ramon Mitra pro- 
posed at a public forum Monday that the Philippines, a 
largely Roman Catholic nation, apply for membership in 
the OIC, saying it was more qualified than the MNLF. 


“The Philippine Government is better qualified to apply 
because it is a state,” he said, adding that there were four 
non-Moslem countries which are OIC members— 
Gabon, Upper Volta, Lebanon and Nigeria. 


He said Mrs. Aquino directed Mr. Manglapus to study 
this proposal during their palace meeting. 


Mr. Mitra said his proposal, if approved, would bring 
MNLF Chairman Nur Misuari “back to the fold of law.” 
He did not elaborate. 
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After the palace meeting, Senate President Jovito 
Salonga said the Philippines and the United States will 
possibly start reviewing an agreement granting U.S. 
access to military bases in this country by the month’s 
end. 


“I understand that there may be negotiations toward the 
end of March and so we will meet again so we can firm 
up our position,” he told reporters. 


He did not say where the two panels will meet. Although 
the review is scheduled this year, neither Manila nor 
Washington has announced when and where the meet- 
ings would take place. 


The committee previously said that during the review it 
would raise the issue of compensation for Clark Air Base 
and Subic Naval Base, an anti-nuclear provision in the 
Philippine constitution, and jurisdiction over crimes 
committed inside these facilities. It would not raise a 
new bases agreement. 


Manila receives about 180 million dollars yearly in 
economic and military aid from Washington over a 
five-year period ending 1989. The agreement ends in 
1991. The Philippine Constitution bans the signing of 
any new treaty for foreign military bases unless it has 
been ratified by a two-thirds senate vote. 


Peace Commission Meets Envoys 
HK071301 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] The Peace Commission was able to meet the 
Muslim ambassadors to the country in its efforts to gain 
the sympathy of the OIC members regarding the 
MNLF’s membership bid with the Muslim body. The 
Tripoli Agreement, the implementation of autonomy in 
Mindanao, and the composition of the Regional Consul- 
tative Commission have already been discussed in a 
closed-door briefing. According to Chairman Alfredo 
Bengzon and Foreign Affairs Under Secretary Manuel 
Yan, the Muslims agree with the Aquino government’s 
moves in solving the Mindanao problem. 


[Begin recording in English] [Yan] I think that the doubts 
have been clarified. I think the people are [words indis- 
tinct] the government’s intention and capability. 


[Reporter] [Question indistinct] 


[Bengzon] They are here to receive briefing, information, 
and having received that, they are going to transmit these 
to their own governments, including the handouts given 
to them. 


[Reporter] But they sought clarifications on the govern- 
ment’s implementation? 


[Bengzon] Yes, that is right. That was explained to them. 
[end recording] 
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Misuari Denies MNLF Membership Application 
HK070511 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[Text] Moro National Liberation Froni Chairman Nur 
Misuari has said the MNLF has not yet applied for full 
membership in the Organization of the Islamic Confer- 
ence [OIC]. He said that they are still waiting until the 
time is right. MNLF leaders in the country have been 
spreading the news that the OIC had already blessed the 
MNLLF bid for membership. There was also a report that 
the OIC will approve its full membership during their 
meeting this month. The OIC headquarters in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia, had arranged for talks between the Phil- 
ippine government and the MNLF. The basis for the 
talks was the autonomy for Mindanao’s | 3 provinces but 
the talks broke down last May. More news on the MNLF 
from Wen Moralina: 


[Begin recording] Senator Leticia Ramos Shahani Satur- 
day refuted reports on Moro National Liberation Front 
acceptance into the OIC, saying it was part of Nur 
Misuari’s propaganda efforts to build up support for 
him. She said those were press releases which were made 
by Misuari. The senator said that in view of this pub- 
lished report, newspapers should impose some kind of 
discipline as they are now trying to mislead the people. 
She also pointed out that the local press had become part 
of the manipulation. 


Two weeks ago, Shahani said she had received inforn\a- 
tion that the MNLF had not applied for membership in 
the OIC, adding that with the recent development there 
appeared to be a lot of (?play) now. She also cited that the 
high level mission sent by the government to the Middle 
East to negotiate on the Mindanao crisis left without 
somebody from the senate. [end recording] 


—— Leader Confirms Troop Movements in 
t 

HK071123 Quezon City MALAYA in English 

7 Mar 88 p 14 


[By Merpu Roa and Charlie Senase] 


[Text] Sultan Kumander, Lanao del Sur—A top ranking 
Moro National Liberation Front rebel has confirmed 
military reports of MNLF troop movements along the 
border areas of Bukidnon, North Cotabato, Misamis 
Oriental, Maguindanao and the two Lanao provinces. 


In Cotabato City, Brig. Gen. Jesus Hermosa, deputy 
commander for security operations of the Southern 
Command said monitored reports showed that MNLF 
troops were massing toward Christian-dominated com- 
munities in Central Mindanao. 


Hermosa, who is also the PC/INP regional command | 2 
chief, believes this move is a new MNLF strategy that 
would make the Christians bear the brunt if hosilities 
break up between the MNLF and government troopers. 
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During the Muslim rebellion in 1973-76, most of the 
fighting occurred in Muslim-dominated areas, Hermosa 
noted. 


Brother Solitario of the MNLF Ranao North State 
Revolutionary Committee told newsmen that troop 
deployment started seven months ago and that an esti- 
mated 200 mujahedeen (Muslim freedom fighters) from 
Tawitawi and Sulu have joined the MNLF forces in 
Ranao Sur which he says comprises 2! municipalities. 


Solitario told Malaya “‘that tactical operations will not be 
launched just to impress the Organization of Islamic 
Conference [OIC} scheduled to meet on March 21 in 
Amman, Jordan. The OIC meeting will take up the 
MNLF’s membership to the Muslim body. 


Solitario also revealed that the MNLF rebels are armed 
with AK-47, Bar, and grenade launchers. However, he 
did not disclose the number of rebels in Northern 
Mindanao. 


Despite all these reported rebel movements, Hermosa 
assured the residents of Central Mindanao that the 
military is still in control of the situation and is prepared 
to handle any MNLF offensive. 


Marcos Interviewed on Wealth, Insurgency 
HK041517 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
4 Mar 88 pp I, 16 


[Text] Exiled President Ferdinand Marcos yesterday 
downplayed talks about his so-called hidden wealth and 
stressed the top agenda of the nation should be the 
danger of a communist takeover. 


In a telephone interview with radio newscasters of ABS- 
CBN [Alto Broadcasting System-Chronicle Broadcasting 
Network], Marcos said the major concern of the nation 
and its leaders should be the communist insurgency for 
which there must be unity and sacrifice. 


“After this, pagusapan natin ang mga pera, pera, pera 
(we can talk about money, money, money),” he said. 


Marcos said he was glad about the invitation of Presi- 
dent Aquino for all factions to help in the preservation of 
democracy. 


In reply to other questions of ABS-CBN newscasters, 
Marcos: 


1. Clarified that the visits of Rep. Igmidio Tanjuatco 
and, later, House Majority Floor-leader Francisco Sumu- 
long, close relatives of President Aquino, were prelimi- 
nary and that they did not talk about details on the 
possibility of his homecoming. 


2. Said he is not aware of a March 5 visit of Ambassador 
Emmanuel Pelaez, but said should Pelaez do so, he 
should bear authority from his leader. 
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3. Complained that for the last two years, he has been 
accused of stashing away the wealth of the country, but 
so far his accusers have not presented any proof. 


4. Said some cases have already been investigated by the 
United States General Accounting Office at the instance 
of Sen. Edward Kennedy, but the finding was that “there 
is no evidence to substantiate charges...or abuse of 
authority.” 


5. Said the U.S. revenue service investigated the so- 
called Marcos files and the conclusion was “There is no 
evidence against Marcos, especially on the matter of 
stealing...” 


6. Called as hearsay the reported recovery by him of $10 
billion worth of gold and jewelry, part of the fabled 
Yamashita treasure. 


7. Said “maski na anong sabihin nila sa akin, ay malinis 
ang aking budhi. tkung ano man ang kasalanang ipina- 
pahid nila sa akin...ipakita nila ang pruweba at ako ay 
sasagot (Whatever they say against me, my conscience is 
clear. Whatever sins they wipe off on me...they must 
show the proof and I will answer).” 


8. Said, “I am against violence. I am against the seizure 
of government by force. I don’t like killings or civil war 
as what happened in Indonesia.” 


9. Advised politicians to turn into statemen. 


10. Said there was need to talk about the split in the 
Armed Forces and the movement of so-called Marcos 
loyalists. “The danger is that a small shooting incident 
might lead into a civil war and attack by communists 
from other countries, like Vietnam and others,” he 
added. 


11. Said he is hurting in the knee and was operated on, 
but has no cancer, that he is strong physically and doing 
some exercises. It is not true that he was comatose and 
that he was under intensive care. 


Enrile Admits Formation of New Alliance 
HK040817 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 4 Mar 88 pp 1, 9 


[By Staff member Wilsou Bailon] 


[Text] Senate Minority Floor Leader Juan Ponce Enrile 
yesterday admitted he was a member of a group that is 
forming a “non-partisan” organization that will serve as 
a “forum for rethinking Government policies.” 


Enrile told the CHRONICLE he attended a group meet- 
ing yesterday morning and that another one was sched- 
uled within the week. 


He refused to identify the proponents but hinted they 
would appear in due time to announce the launching. 
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He denied the groups was a political alliance. “It is some 
kind of a movement where all sectors of society will 
come in to discuss issues.” It is not necessarily an 
Opposition group,” he said. 


Enrile said the idea of organizing a “forum” was first 
broached to him about three weeks ago. 


Reports identified businessman Enrique Zobel as the 
group’s “coordinator and mediator.”’ Others reportedly 
involved were Enrile, Vice President Salvador, Laurel, 
leaders of the Grand Alliance for Democracy (GAD), 
some businessmen and labor and peasant organizations. 


Observers said if the new initiative pushes through, this 
will be the first time after the May 11 congressional 
elections that major opposition groups will be reunited 
again under one umbrella. 


The different opposition groups went their separate ways 
after they were clobbered in the may elections. Enrile 
heads the “revitalized’’ Nacionalista Party [NP] while 
Laurel controls the United Nationalist Democratic 
Organization (Unido), composed mainly of what is 
referred to as the Laurel bloc of the NP. 


GAD is manned by Francisco Tatad, Wilson Gamboa, 
Eva Estrada Kalaw and Homobono Adaza. 


The formation of an “opposition-oriented” alliance 
came in the wake of efforts by members of the ruling 
coalition in the House of Representatives to form a 
single Administration party. 


Some groups in the pro-Administration coalition, nota- 
bly Liberal Party under Senate President Jovito Salonga 
and a faction of PDP-Laban [Pilipino Democratic Party- 
Lakas ng Bayan—Strength of the Nation] led by Sen. 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr., have indicated they would not 
join the proposed “Cory party.” 


President Aquino’s Holds Weekly Program 
[Passages within slantlines denote English] 


HK070551 [Editorial Report] Quezon City Radyo ng 
Bayan in Tagalog at 1300 GMT on 6 March carries a 
50-minute live program entitled “Magtanong sa 
Pangulo” [“*Ask the President”], in which President 
Corazon Aquino answers listeners’ questions, most of 
which are phoned in, while others are relayed by the 
moderator, Orly. 


The president starts by discussing her recent trip to the 
south. She says she learned, during her visit to Tawitawi, 
that the main source of livelihood is the growing of 
seaweed that is made into “plastic straw” for export to 
countries like Singapore and others. She says she learned 
that $25 million worth of this product was exported last 
year, and that the Tawitawi governor asked her for 
financial assistance to set up a proper processing plant. 
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She said she found Tawitawi quite beautiful and the 
climate delightful, but the main problem is the water 
shortage. She proposed having more artesian wells dug. 


Moderator Orly asks about rumors that the president’s 
security people had not wanted her to go to Tawitawi but 
that she insisted on going. Mrs Aquino says one reason 
for this was that the runway in Tawitawi is only semi- 
asphalted, which is why she had to change planes in 
Zamboanga. She says she is glad she went so that she 
could see for herself what needs to be done in the area, 
and so she could direct department secretaries (9 attend 
to urgent business where it is needed. Lack of water 
supplies, roads, and electricity were what the president 
say she found to be the main problems in that region. 


Mrs Aquino says she had been told earlier that she is the 
first president ever to visit Tawitawi province, but she 
says she found out that President Ramon Magsaysay had 
gone there in 1957. So she wanted to correct what her 
drumbeaters had been saying about her being the first 
president to visit the area, and she apologized for the 
false information that had been disseminated earlier. 


A Manila caller asks about the program to attract the 
rebels and whether plans to provide them with alterna- 
tive lifestyles are being implemented. President Aquino 
says, “Because of the goverament’s limited resources, we 
cannot give the surrenderees too much. But we can 
provide some help, and this is where the private sector 
must come in to help set up business enterprises for these 
rebel returnees. At first, the businessmen were wary of 
accepting these rebel returnees, but I believe we must 
give these people, who are our brothers, a chance. The 
main problem remains that because of a lack of job 
Opportunities, not all these former rebels can be accom- 
modated. One way to tackle this is to see if we can 
persuade them to go to the provinces to begin a new life; 
because if they go to places where their background is not 
known, they would have better chances to start life anew. 
Some government lands might even be provided for 
them. This is something I wish to promote.” 


A Cabanatuan City resident quotes Senator Juan Ponce 
Enrile’s questioning whether General Renato de Villa 
can legally serve as Armed Forces chief of staff beyond 
his retirement in April. Enrile has said that the Consti- 
tut:on disallows extention of service in the military, and 
the caller says he has read that De Villa may still serve 
out a 3-year stint. 


The president replies, /“Gen Renato de Villa, whom I 
appointed chief of staff of the Armed Forces, can legally 
serve even beyond April of this year. This is because his 
appointment was made under the 1987 Constitution; 
and pursuant to Paragraph 7, Section 5 of Article 16 
thereof, it provides that, and I quote: ’The tour of duty 
of the chief of staff of the Armed Forces shall not exceed 
3 years." Now, we did some research on this, when this 
matter was being discussed by the Commission on 
Appointments. Even before that, I had asked my legal 
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staff to look into the background of this particular 
provision because one particular provision says that no 
military officer can be given an extension of service. And 
yet there is another provision which provides for the tour 
of duty of 3 years for the chief of staff. So we looked into 
the deliberations by the Constitutional Commission, and 
one commissioner expressly asked if the chief of staff is 
appointed one day before he reaches the age of retire- 
ment, will he still be able to serve the rest of his 3-year 
term? The answer was yes; that even if he is appointed 
jut one day before his birthday, he will still be able to 
serve the rest of the 3-year term. ’One thing also that has 
to be pointed out is the 3-year stint is the maximum that 
a chief of staff can serve. But it doesn’t mean that he will 
have to serve the entire 3-year term. I think it was 
Representative Lorna Yap who expressed some appre- 
hension that because Gen de Villa will serve beyond his 
retirement period, it could delay the promotions of other 
officers. But that is premised on the fact that he will 
serve for 3 years. But I think, depending on what the 
situation is in our country, Gen de Villa perhaps will be 
the first to say that we should give the others a chance. 
He is that kind of a person, he will not cling to the office 
of the chief of staff if he believes that there are others 
who can serve equally well and who will be, in effect, not 
given a chance if he stays on for the entire 3 years. At the 
same time, I have expressed to some of the people I know 
very well in Congress that it is also very necessary that 
the commander in chief is able to have a chief of staff in 
whom she can have absolute trust and confidence. Gen 
de Villa is an officer that has proved himself time and 
time again as being very loyal to the Constitution, and I 
believe he is the best man for the job at the moment.*‘/ 


A Batangas City resident asks for the president’s opinion 
of a threat made by Congressman Dimaporo, /“‘a politi- 
cal warlord in Mindanao,’ that if his two gubernatorial 
candidates _n Lanao did not win in the election, trouble 
would erupt. The president replies, /*‘I don’t really know 
if Representative Dimaporo did issue a warning, but 
apparently the people in the province of Lanao were not 
afraid of his warning because I know that the candidates 
who were not supported by Dimaporo won in that 
province. I think, that with our new Constitution where 
we are living in a democracy now, people should be given 
the freedom to choose their own officials. Because what 
good is a governor if he does not have the support of the 
majority of the people? He will be a useless leader. Like 
in my case, if the majority of the country does noi 
support me, then I would be very ineffective because 
whatever programs | present to the people, if they don’t 
gain their support, then we have that much less of a 
chance to succeed. So I think our people are sufficiently 
politicized, and they know what their rights are and they 
will not allow themselves to be coerced or frightened by 
any threat or any warning by anybody.”’/ 


The president also answers questions regarding assis- 
tance for Cebuano residents whose barangay was 
destroyed by fire, opportunities for jobless youths in 
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Manila, sanitation problems in Cebu City, and non- 
payment of year-end bonuses to civil security agents in 
western Mindanao. 


Mrs Aquino ends the program by greeting all the newly 
elected mayors, governors, and other local officials. She 
says she will attend the graduation ceremony at the 
Philippine Military Academy in Baguio on 12 March, 
and she congratulates the parents of the cadets who will 
be graduating. She says her daughter Kris will also be 
graduating from high school in May, and she extends 
congratulations to other parents whose children will also 
be graduating. She asks for everyone, especially the 
private sector, to help the government provide employ- 
ment for all the new graduates. 


Thailand 
No Agreement Reached in Lao Border Talks 


Joint Press Statement Issued 
BK041558 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 
1500 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] Thailand and Laos reached an agreement to settle 
their territorial conflict when their delegates resumed 
negotiations today. The results today will pave the way 
for Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila’s visit to Vientiane. 
According to M.R. Kasemsamoson Kasemsi, permanent 
secretary for foreign affairs, the Thai and Laotian dele- 
gations finished their meeting at 4 pm. They described 
their talks as friendly and cordial. “We found that it is 
very easy to talk because we are relatives,” said Kasem- 
samoson, head of the Thai delegation. “Though there are 
some obstacles, I believe that with this kind of discus- 
sion, we will certainly achieve our goals,” said Kasem- 
samoson’s counterpart, Brigadier General Thonglai 
Kommasit, deputy chief of General Political Depart- 
ment of Lao People’s Armed Forces. 


Today’s joint press statement of the delegations of the 
Thai and Lao Governments: 


Firstly, on 3 to 4 March 1988, the delegations of the 
Royal Thai Government headed by M.R. Kasemsamo- 
son Kasemsi, permanent secretary of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, and of the Government of the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Laos headed by Brigadier Gen- 
eral Thonglai Kommasit, deputy chief of General Polit- 
ical Department of the Lao People’s Armed Forces, met 
in Bangkok in order to find a solution to the Thai-Lao 
boundary problem in the area where Phitsanulok and 
Sayaboury Provinces adjoin. The delegations of both 
governments held a frank exchange of views in a broth- 
erly spirit and with the determination to find a durabie 
solution to the Thai-Lao boundary problem in the said 
area. 


Secondly, both delegations extensively considered the 
point of law involved and presented evidence including 
maps of the area where Phitsanulok and Sayaboury 
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Provinces adjoin. The meeting further considered the 
Thai proposal for the establishment of a joint committee 
to resolve their border demarcation problem through 
survey, verification, and demarcation by adhering to 
righteousness on the basis of the provisions of the 
Franco-Siamese Treaty of 1907 and relevant maps. In 
this connection, the Lao delegation agreed to submit this 
matter to its government and will notify the results to the 
Thai side within: an appropriate time. 


Thirdly, delegations of both governments agreed to rec- 
ommend to their respective governments to revive and 
improve the work of the Joint Thai-Lao Cooperation 
Committee at national and local levels set up in accor- 
dance with the joint communique of the heads of the 
governments of both countries in 1979 with a view to 
strengthening relations and promoting cooperation 
between Thailand and Laos so as to realize their mutual 
goal. 


Fourthly, noting a step forward in the process of political 
negotiations, both sides agreed th2i the cease-fire as 
agreed upon by the Thai-Lao military delegations on 17 
February 1988 in Bangkok should remain in effect. 


Cease-Fire Will Continue 
BK050415 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
5 Mar 88 p I! 


[Text] Thailand and Laos yesterday failed to reach an 
agreement to settle their border conflict after a marathon 
twelve-hour negotiation. 


As a result, Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila will have to 
postpone indefinitely his planned visit to Vientiane. 
Thai officials had said Sitthi might go to the Laotian 
capital next week or the following week. 


However, the Thai and Laotian delegates, who con- 
cluded their two-day peace talks yesterday, agreed that 
the cease-fire period will continue. The two neighbors 
agreed on a truce worked out on Feb 17 after a 90-day 
fighting [as published] that claimed hundreds of lives on 
both sides. 


M.R. Kasemsamoson Kasemsi, permanent secretary for 
foreign affairs and head of the Thai delegation, told a 
press conference at 9.15 pm yesterday that the Laotian 
delegates will propose to Vientiane a Thai proposal to set 
up a joint commission to clarify and make corrections on 
the disputed border demarcations with the 1907 Sia- 
mese-Franco Treaty and relevant maps. 


Brigadier General Thonglai Kommasit, deputy chief of 
the General Political Department of the Lao People’s 
Armed Forces and Kasemsi’s counterpart, told the news 
conference he could not predict how long :t will take 
Vientiane to consider the proposal. 


Kasemsi, who looked very tired, said Thailand “will wait 
until that time comes.” 


_ 
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Thonglai said Laos will invite Thai delegates to Vien- 
tiane for further talks. “And when an agreement is 
reached, foreign ministers of both countries will meet 
and sign an agreement,” he said. 


It is expected that a Thai delegation will go to Laos after 
the Laotian government finishes its study on the pro- 
posal to establish a joint commission to handle demar- 
cation disputes. 


Denying that the two-day negotiations were fruitless, 
Kasemsi said: “We have made progress. The talks pro- 
duced an important step for further discussions.” 


He added: ““Rome wasn’t built in one day.” 


The delegations will ask their governments to “revive 
and improve” joint committees, which would coordinate 
efforts to boost political and economic ties at the local 
and national levels, Kasemsi and Thonglai said. 


They viewed the agreement to extend the truce period as 
the major success of the talks. 


During yesterday's discussion, the delegates thoroughly 
examined maps and legal aspects concerning both 
nations’ claims on a 70-square-kilometre area between 
Thailand’s Phitsanulok province and Sayaboury prov- 
ince of Laos, Kasemsi and Thonglai said. 


The talks at the Foreign Ministry began at 9 am and 
ended at 9 pm. The delegates also continued their 
discussions over lunch and dinner, according to Sarot 
Chawanawirat, the Foreign Ministry spokesman. 


“Both sides are straightforward in exchanging opinions 
under a brotherly atmosphere and with a desire to solve 
the problem,” a joint statement said. 


A dinner for the Laotian delegation hosted by Army 
chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut was postponed for 
three hours because of the delay in the negotiations 
originally scheduled to end in the afternoon. 


The Laotian delegation refused to meet with Sitthi when 
he invited the delegates to meet him at a reception room 
on the fourth floor at around 4 pm. 


About 60 reporters, many of whom went to the ministry 
at around 9 am, waited patiently for words of progress on 
the negotiation. [sentence as published] 


The Lao delegation is scheduled to return to Vientiane 
today at 3.00 pm. The delegates will not be able to call on 
Premier Prem Tinsulanon as earlier scheduled. 
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(“hawalit, Sitthi Cite Progress 
BK060212 3angkok THE NATION in English 
6 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Army Chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut has 
expressed “satisfaction” with the outcome of the two- 
day Thai-Lao negotiations, a senior military official said. 


Lt Gen Charan Kunlawanit, a military liaison official 
attached to the Foreign Ministry, told THE NATION 
that Chawalit was pleased with the results of the meeting 
Thursday and Friday between M.R. Kasemsamosen 
Kasemsi, Thai permanent secretary for foreign affairs 
and his counterpart, Brig Gen Thonglai Kommasit, 
deputy chief of the general political department of the 
Lao people’s armed forces. 


Charan, a member of the Thai delegation, said that 
Thailand must be patient and wait for a reply from Laos 
after the Thai side proposed a framework to solve the 
border problem between Phitsanulok Province and Laos’ 
Sayaboury Province. 


Thonglai and his delegation yesterday returned to Vien- 
tiane after pledging to Kasemi that they would meet 


again. 


Kasemi told reporters at Bangkok’s Don Muang airport 
that the Lao delegatiodn was unable to pay a courtesy 
call on Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon because the 
Lactians wanted to return to Vientiane promptly to 
report the results of the talks to their government. 


The Laotian delegation did not meet with Prem and 
Foreigr: Minister Sitthi Sawetsila as scheduled. 


Chawaiit last month met with Laotian Army chief-of- 
staff Gen Sisavat Keobounphan in Vientiane during the 
talks tha: ended the three-month fighting between the 
two armed forces which claimed hundreds of lives on 
both sides. 


“Both sides have demonstrated their seriousness in try- 
ing to solve the border problem. We have agreed in 
principle as to what we should do to sort out this border 
issue,”’ Kasemi said. 


Sarot Chawanawirat, the foreign ministry's spokesman, 
said that further negotiations will take time due to the 
technical nature of the demarcation line. 


Some political observers pointed out that the two neigh- 
bours apparently failed to arrive at a political settlement 
io end the border dispute. Consequently, Sitthi Sawetsila 
decided to postpone indefinitely his plan to visit Vien- 
tiane which had been scheduled within two weeks. 


However, Sitthi yesterday said the talks have made great 
progress. 
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“I don’t think it was a failure. The Laotian side has no 
authority to make the decision on our proposal to solve 
the border problem permanently. They have to present 
the proposal to their government for a decision,” Sitthi 
said. 


Thailand wants to settle all the Thai-Lao border prob- 
lems, not only the disputed area near Ban Romklao, 
according to the minister. 


“There should be a joint commission to look into tech- 
nical aspects,” he said. 


He said the process of negotiations will continue until 
both sides come to a conclusion. “In order to visit 
Vientiane, the Laotian government has to invite me,” 
Sitthi said. 


Sitthi Trip to Laos Postponed 
BK050101 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
5 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Thailand and Laos agreed they took a step for- 
ward after the second day of political talks to settle the 
Ban Romklao conflict yesterday. 


During the second and final! day of the talks, Vientiane 
agreed to consider a proposal to establish a joint com- 
mittee to resolve the border demarcation issue on the 
basis of the Franco-Siamese Treaty of 1907 and other 
relevant maps. 


The Lao delegation will present the Thai proposal to 
Vientiane and notify Bangkok of the result. If Laos 
agrees to the proposal, Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila 
will go to Vientiane to sign an agreement. 


During the meeting, the delegations released a joint 
statement recommending that the Joint Thai-Lao Coop- 
eration Committee be revived and improved and that 
the ceasefire be extended indefinitely. 


“The delegations of both governments held a frank 
exchange of views in a brotherly spirit and with the 
determination to find a durable solution to the Thai-Lao 
boundary problem,” they said in the statement. 


“Both delegations extensively considered the points of 
law involved and presented evidence including maps of 
the area,” the statement said. “The meeting further 
considered the Thai proposal for the establishment of a 
joint committee to resolve their border demarcation 
through surveys, verification and demarcation by adher- 
ing to righteousness on the basis of the provisions of the 
Franco-Siamese Treaty of 1907 and relevant maps. 


“In this connection, the Lao delegation agreed to submit 
this matter to its government and will notify the result to 
the Thai side within an appropriate time,” it added. 
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Foreign Ministry permanent secretary M.R. Kasemsa- 
moson Kasemsi, leading the Thai side, said ACM [Air 
Chief Marshal] Sitthi would go to Vientiane when Laos 
issued a positive reply. It was earlier thought that ACM 
Sitthi would go this Monday [7 March or Tuesday. 


“The delegations agreed to recommend to their respec- 
tive governments to revive and improve the work of the 
Joint Lao-Thai Cooperation Committee at national and 
local levels, set up in accordance with the Joint Commu- 
nique of the Heads of Government of both countries in 
1979 with a view to strengthening relations and promot- 
ing cooperation between Thailand and Laos so as to 
realise their mutual goals. 


“Noting a step forward in the process of political nego- 
tiation, both sides agreed that the ceasefire, agreed upon 
by the Thai-Lao military delegations on February 17, 
1988 in Bangkok, shall remain in effect.” 


Before yesterday’s meeting, M.R. Kasemsamoson and 
Lao delegation leader Brigadir General Thonglai Kom- 
masit met for an hour before joining the rest of their 
delegations. 


They broke for lunch and resumed the talks at 2.30 p.m. 
which lasted until about 9.00 p.m. 


Sources said both delegations spent considerable time 
drafting the press statement in English, Thai and Lao 
which the delegations later read out in their respective 
languages. 


Brig-Gen Thonglai thanked Thailand for a warm wel- 
come and said the talks showed the sincerity of both 
sides to resolve the dispute over a strip of mountainous 


jungle. 


Laos, he said, was ready to invite Thai representatives to 
Vientiane for further talks and the signing of an agree- 
ment. 


After a framework to resolve the problem is reached, 
approval is needed from the governments of both coun- 
tries. 


There was also an exchange of views as to the role of the 
joint committee and ideas on the disputed area, the 
sources said, but it was not the role of the present 
delegations to resolve the differences but to work out a 
framework. 


The Lao delegation is scheduled to return to return 
Vientiane today at 3.00 p.m. 


FBIS-EAS-88-044 
7 March 1988 


Defense Attache Exchange Planned With Laos 
BK070125 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
7 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Thailand and Laos plan to exchange defence 
attaches in June to strengthen their military relations, an 
informed military source said over the weekend. 


The source told THE NATION that the armed forces of 
the two countries have come to know each other better 
after the Feb 16-17 meeting in Bangkok which resulted 
in a cease-fire. 


“The Bangkok discussions have increased the level of 
friendship and understanding between the two armed 
forces,”’ the source said. 


Army Commander in Chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut 
met with his Laotian counterpart Gen Sisavat Keoboun- 
phan at the two-day talks and agreed to a truce that put 
an end to the three-month fighting at Ban Romklao. 


The source said the Thai armed forces are currently 
gathering necessary information concerning the 
exchange of military attaches with Laos. 


The idea was raised during the discussion between 
Chawalit and Sisavat in Vientiane according to the 
source. “The Laotian side brought up the idea and 
thought it would be useful to strengthen the bilateral 
relations,” the source said. 


Chawalit visited Vientiane on February 23-24 to recip- 
rocate Sisavat’s Bangkok visit. 


Following the Vientiane meeting, the army chief sent the 
popular Thai band “Karabao” to give a free concert in 
Vientiane last Saturday. Karabao returned to Bangkok 
yesterday. 


Members of the band and other accompanying Thai 
musicians also met with Sisavat who reiterated Laos’ 
desire to see the Mekong River a river of peace and 
brotherly relations of the two countries. 


The source said the Thai military decided to go ahead 
with the plan to send a military attache to Vientiane after 
the Foreign Ministry agreed with the idea. “Senior 
Foreign Ministry officials meet recently and have given 
the green light to this plan,” the source said. 


Thailand has military attaches in more than 20 countries 
comprising represenatives of the armed forces. Most of 
the attaches are from the army. 


“If everything goes well, we'll have a military attache in 
Laos in June,” the source said. Laos would become the 
first country in Indochina to have a Thai military 
representative. 
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The Thai Foreign Ministry and the Laotian delegation 
last week failed to reach an agreement to set up a 
framework to handle the demarcation of the disputed 
border area. The meeting was the first in a series stipu- 
lated in the cease-fire agreement. 


Thailand proposed the establishment of a joint commit- 
tee to resolve Thai-Lao border demarcation problems 
through a survey, verification and demarcation. The 
Laotian delegation said it would present the proposal to 
its government and will inform the Thai side of the 
result. 


The failure also caused Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila 
to postpone hie plan to visit Laos. 


Sitthi was originally scheduled to visit Laos this week. 


Dailies Comment on Outcome of Lao Border 
Talks 


Cooperation, Compromise Urged 
BK071040 Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 
7 Mar 88 p 3 


{Editorial: “In a Spirit of Fraternal Neighborliness”] 


[Text] Talks to resolve border problems between Thai- 
land and Laos are still not final. The joint statement 
issued following the meeting between the Thai and Lao 
delegations, respectively led by Thailand’s permanent 
secretary of the Foreign Ministry and Brigadier General 
Thonglai Kommasit, deputy chief of the LPA General 
Political Department and LPRP Central Committee 
*~ ‘tucal Bureau member, says that the delegations will 

vard the agreements reached ai the official level to 
ueir government leaders. 


The agreements reached include the use of the 1907 
French-Siamese Treaty on the border demarcation; a 
recommendation to revive and improve the work of the 
Joint Thai-Lao Cooperation Commi!) e at the local 
level, set up in accordance with the jo nt communique 
signed by the heads of the Thai and Lao Governments in 
1979, to strengthen friendly relations; and the continued 
implementation of the cease-fire agreement. 


It can be said that there has been some progress made at 
the meeting, which was held in a spirit of fraternal 
neighborliness, despite the fact that a durable solution is 
not yet known and depends on policy decisions at the 
government level. Anyway, it should not be forgotten 
that the Romklao issue is not the only case in the 
Thai-Lao border conflict. There have been problems at 
other spots along the common border in Uttaradit, Ubon 
Ratchathani, and Nan Provinces. They also ought to be 
solved once and for all in the ongoing talks between the 
committees of both countries. 
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The key to solving all those problems is how the two 
countries treat the original agreevient, that means 
whether they would recognize the Thai-Lao border 
demarcation based on the 1907 map as a permanent 
boundary. It also depends on how they accept the 
geographical and demographic changes in the vicinity of 
those disputed areas. A survey must be conducted, and 
demarcation posts installed to define the borderline. 


As two neighbors sharing a common border, Thailand 
and Laos must try to solve their problems in a spirit of 
cooperation and compromise, and through close coordi- 
nation between their local border officials. This is impor- 
tant if the two countries really wish to solve the problem. 
Thailand has been adopting such an approach with its 
other neighbors: Malaysia and Burma. The same result 
could be achieved with Laos if only Laos and Thailand 
would not allow political factors to be obstacles in their 
efforts to solve the problems, based on the agreements 
reached at previous meetings. 


We hope that the words fraternal neighbors, repeated by 
military and political leaders of the two countries, will 
carry some meaning, and that both Thailand and Laos 
will really strive for brotherly friendship based on 
mutual respect and trust, and a common desire for 
peaceful coexistence. 


Military Ties Lauded 
BK070155 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
7 Mar 88 p 4 


[By Kawi Chongkitthawon: “Laos Watches From Ring- 
side As Thais Pull No Punches”) 


[Text] The Foreign Ministry is left snarling and floun- 
dering yet again. But in Vientiane, Laos negotiators are 
content. Why? . 

Expectation was high prior to last week's negotiations 
that success could signify a new phase of Thai-Lao ties. 
But the marathon parley fell by the wayside miles before 
the finish line. 


Indeed, it was a great disappointment that the Thai 
proposal which would set up a joint committee to resolve 
the Thai-Lao border demarcation was not accepted by 
the Laotian side. The failure to reach agreement during 
the first round of talks last week, after the cease-fire, 
points to future difficulties that Thailand and Laos have 
to iron out. 


During the first day of talks, Thai officials were pleased 
that Brig Gen Thonglai Kommasit, deputy chief of 
Genral Political Department of Lao People’s Armed 
Forces, showed keen interest and sincerity in the nego- 
tiation session. 
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Political polemics, which characterised previous Thai- 
Lao talks, were totally absent this time. One senior 
foreign ministry official said that kind of business-like 
atmosphere alone was sufficient to create a new political 
rapport between the two countries. 


“Both sides have displayed genuine mutual desire to 
solve the border problem,” Sarasin Wiraphon, deputy 
director general of Foreign Ministry's Political Affairs 
Department, told THE NATION. 


In the second day, the talks unexpectedly dragged on for 
another six hours. At first, the Thai side thought a simple 
phone call to Vientiane by Bounkeut Sangsomsak, dep- 
uty director general of the Lao Foreign Ministry’s Inter- 
national Organization would be ample for final approval 
of a prepared memorandum of understanding. 


The memo would exalt the Thai-Lao bortherly relations, 
the establishment of the joint committee to handle the 
Thai-Lao demarcation and include [Foreign Minister] 
Sitthi’s scheduled visit. However, Vientiane’s reply was 
bleak. Laos could not sign the prepared memo and the 
country was not ready to welcome Sitthi. 


Tense discussion over the actual borderline between 
Thailand’s Phitsanulok province and Laos’ Sayaboury 
province then stopped. Both sides insisted on its own 
interpretation of the Siamese-Franco Treaty of 1907. 


After a few hectic hours, both delegations came out with 
a draft joint press statement. Four drafts later, both sides 
were content. 


The statement stressed that Laos would present the Thai 
proposal to its government and will notify Thailand of 
the result at “an appropriate time.” 


Laos has more than one trump card it can play effec- 
tively against Thailand. Laos’ tactic of negotiations and 
its diplomacy toward Thailand sheds some light on 
Vientiane’s immediate and specific objective. The whole 
episode of this round of talks suggests that a future Lao 
decision would be connected with the Thai domestic 
scene and most importantly to Sitthi’s strength and 
general support. 


When Parliament reconvenes in April, all hell will break 
loose. Opposition parties have made no secret about 
grilling the foreign minister. 


Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon singularly came out to 
defend Sitthi’s record and his role in Thai-Lao issue. It is 
a matter of conjecture whether Prem’s strong support 
will outlast the opposition’s pressure. 


Analysts say that a politive outcome of the Thai-Lao 
talks would boost Sithi’s image and reduce the domestic 
pressure and criticism against him. “Laos certainly 
would not want to promote the person whom Vientiane 
has tried very hard to discredit,” said one observer. 


———— 
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Some foreign ministry officials argue that Sitthi’s visit to 
Vientiane could be a plus to Laos. “Sitthi would become 
the symbol of the betterment of the Thai-Lao relations,” 
said one official, adding that other countries such as 
China and United States would treat Sitthi’s visit in a 
similar vein. 


For the time being, Laos negotiators can watch at ring- 
side the Thai domestic development slowly unfold and 
await the outcome in the next few weeks. If Sitthi still 
remains strong as he is today, Laos is expected to 
respond positively to the Thai proposal and would be 
pleased to welcome the minister. Given the strains of 
Thai-Lao relations in the past eight years, Vientiane 
would like to see a more friendly foreign minister. 


Meanwhile, Laos can continue to cultivate close military 
relations with Thailand. Ironically, the war between the 
two armed forces has eventually brought the two closer 
together. 


If everything goes well, by June of this year, Thailand 
and Laos will exchange military attaches to strengthen 
the military relations and other non-military coopera- 
tion. Laos would become the first Indochinese country to 
send its military representative here. 


The healthy military ties between the two armed forces 
would automatically dwarf the Foreign Ministry's nego- 
tiating role. One can also argue that the stronger bilateral 
military ties would have positive impact on the mini- 
stry’s effort to improve the bilateral ties. But as things 
stand, Vientiane obviouisly is more inclined toward the 
military, under Army Chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut. 


In the long run, Laos’ attitude will have to change— 
Vientiane cannot avoid coming face to face with the 
ministry. But Laotians will give credit to the ministry 
only when they believe such action would be beneficial 
to their national interest. 


So far, it is not the time. 


SRV Shelling at Border Wounds 4 Soldiers 
BK070111 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
7 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Aranyaprathet—Four Thai soldiers were seriously 
wounded in a six hour mortar and artillery duel with 
Vietnamese forces on the Kampuchean border yester- 
day. 


A military source said Vietnam poured artillery fire into 
Ban Khao Din, prompting Thai gunners to fire warning 
shots, which went unheeded. 


Thai forces returned fire to match the Vietnamese bar- 
rage and the exchange continued until a downpour at 4 
p.m. brought it to a halt. 
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During the exchange, two villagers were injured when 
they triggered two booby traps planted in Thailand by 
Vietnamese troops, and a cow was wounded. 


Sitthi Receives Hungarian Foreign Minister 
BK0S0715 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
1300 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] According to Wit Rainanon, devuty director 
general of the Foreign Ministry Information Depart- 
ment, visiting Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Vark- 
onyi called on Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshal Sitthi 
Sawetsila yesterday to exchange views on Thai-Hungar- 
ian relations. The Hungarian minister invited Prime 
Minister General Prem Tinsulanon and the Thai foreign 
minister to visit Hungary, the latter for the second time. 
The Thai and Hungarian foreign ministers agreed that 
their countries should increase trade and that, since both 
Hungary and Thailand are agriculture exporting coun- 
tries affected by developed countries’ trade protection- 
ism and agricultural subsidies, they should cooperate to 
solve international economic problems. The two foreign 
ministers also discussed drafting an agreement to avoid 
double taxation. Hungary proposed information 
exchanges through the Thai News Agency and an agree- 
ment On exempting inspection of diplomatic and official 
pouches. 


The two foreign ministers also agreed that thie world 
situation has improved following the USSR-U.s. sum- 
mit and signing of the INF agreement, paving the way for 
reduction of other missiles as well as elimination of 
nuclear and chemical weapons. They felt thai all coun- 
tries shou!d cooperate in solving international problems. 
They also discussed the problems in Cambodia, the 
Middle East, and Afghanistan; Thai-Lao relations; and 
various ASEAN roles. 


Arun Reports on U.S. Talks on Tariffs, Patents 
BK061031 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 
6 Mar 88 pp 1, 18 


[Text] Reporting on the Generalized System of Prefer- 
ences [GSP] negotiations held by Minister Arun Phanu- 
phong of the Prime Minister's Office in tate February in 
the United States, a Government House source said the 
U.S. side was not satisfied with Thailand's performance. 
The United States charged that Thailand has done 
nothing concrete, particularly on protecting U.S. intel- 
lectual property and opening up markets for U.S. prod- 
ucts. 


Thailand reportedly feels certain the United States will 
cut the GSP privileges for some Thai products. If it 
wants to take punitive action, it will cut GSP privileges 
on major Tha. products which will cause serious effects 
for Thailand. If the United States merely wants to issue 
a warning, it will cut GSP on minor items or items for 
which Thailand has never utilized the GSP. political 
relations will not affect the U.S. decision on GSP. 
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Singapore and South Korea have had close relations with 
the United States but, still, the United States withdrew 
completely the GSP given to the two countries. 


The source said: “Thai officials will discuss the GSP 
after Minister Arun returns. Thailand has until | April, 
the date the U.S. President will make a formal announce- 
ment on patents. Thailand is ready to support the United 
States on protecting intellectual property at the Uruguay 
round of GATT in mid-March. This can be followed by 
enactment of a law to cover such property. However, this 
is not acceptable to the United States, which says 
infringement of intellectual property is inexcusable.” 


On 5 March at Don Muang Airport, after returning from 
the United States, Minister Arun said he informed U.S. 
officials that the second reading of the copyright bill is 
now under consideration by the Thai parliament, and it 
is expected that the bill will be finalized when parliament 
convenes in April. He said U.S. officials acknowledged 
his explanation and told him that they felt better. 


Arun said U.S. soybean, wheat, and apples were dis- 
cussed in relation to opening the market for U.S. prod- 
ucts. U.S. officials did not want soybean tariffs to replace 
the quota system at this time, reasoning that the tariff 
system may reduce the benefits U.S. soybeans might 
otherwise receive. The tariff system, however, treats all 
importers equally as opposed to the quota system which 
benefits only certain importers. The United States, how- 
ever, reiterated that in principle Thailand should adopt a 
tariff system. 


Arun said the United States wanted Thailand to cut its 
wheat and apple tariff lower than Thailand was willing to 
allow. Therefore, no agreement was reached on those 
products. He said he told the U.S. officials that Thailand 
could cut the tariff a certain amount, but the U.S. 
officials wanted a bigger cut. 


Arun said: “The patent issue was a tough problem. It 
covered all products, not just medicine. The United 
States wanted Thailand to revoke the entire list of 
products, except for national security related items. 
Every product is important to us. Also, a consideration 
of this issue is especially difficult. The Thai patent law 
was promulgated in 1979, 45 years after the issue was 
first raised. And the current law has been in force only a 
few years. Therefore, an amendment of the law will have 
to be considered very carefully.” 


Arun said it appeared that a recommendation for a U.S. 
presidential decision on GSP will be postponed from 15 
March. He felt that U.S. Administration officials consid- 
ering the GSP are sympathetic toward Thailand, but 
those in the commerce side are rather stringent and 
businesslike. He said Thailand must take into account its 
interests. His assessment and that of U.S. attorneys 
working for Thailand is that this year either the GSP for 
some Thai products will be affected or Thai requests for 
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waiver of some products whose GSP were already with- 
drawn will be rejected. All of this is up to the consider- 
ation of the U.S. Administration and the U.S. President. 


Arun said his delegation made some proposals during a 
meeting with U.S. officials. Concerning the Farm Act, 
the U.S. officials were told that the current high prices of 
rice are temporary and that the financial subsidies to 
U.S. farmers affect Thailand. U.S. officials accepted the 
matters for consideration because the United States has 
no policy of subsidizing. The consideration will take 
some time because the Farm Act will remain in effect for 
2 more years. 


Arun said he asked the United States to open its market 
to Thai fruit, but the United States claimed that Thai 
fruit does not meet hygienic standards and that it would 
send experts to advise on the matter. Thai fruit is, 
however, accepted in Europe and Japan. The United 
States was also asked to cut tariffs on Thai canned tuna. 
It pledged not to raise the tariff but refused to make any 
cut. 


Arun added: ‘‘We also raised the question of prejudices. 
For example, Thai noodles have a difficult time entering 
the U.S. market but enter more easily if they are shipped 
through Hong Kong or Taiwan.” 


Vietnam 


Talks With U.S. on Humanitarian Issues End 
BK061036 Hanoi International Service 
in English 1000 GMT 6 Feb 88 


[Text] Under the agreement between the Vietnamese 
and U.S. Governments, two delegations of Vietnamese 
and U.S. experts met on 3 and 4 March 1988 to discuss 
the humane issues of Vietnam. The U.S. side informed 
the Vietnamese counterpart about the supply of materi- 
als and equipment for the orthopaedic and rehabilitation 
fields. 


The two sides discussed several problems concerning the 
urgent humane issue of Vietnam. The U.S. experts 
visited a sanitarium of wounded soldiers in Tuan Thanh, 
Ha Bac Province and a child care institute in Hanoi. 
They left Hanoi on Saturday. 


Two-Phase Cambodian Troop Withdrawal Reported 
BK050708 Hong Kong AFP in English 0650 GMT 
5 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi, March 5 (AFP)}—Vietnam will pull out 
30,000 to 40,000 troops from its 100,000-strong force in 
Cambodia this year, a well-informed Vietnamese source 
said Saturday. 


The withdrawal, the seventh since 1982, will be carried 
Out in two phases—in May-June and in October—due to 
the large number of troops involved in the withdrawal, 
the source said. 
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Some 20,000 soldiers were pulled out in the sixth with- 
drawal in November. 


Western experts estimate that Vietnamese troops sta- 
tioned in Cambodia actually number 140,000. They 
regard partial withdrawals as being in fact troop rota- 
tions. 


Vietnam, which intervened in Cambodia in December 
1978 to oust the bloody Khmer Rouge regime, has said it 
plans to pull out all of its troops by 1990. 


But it hopes a political settlement can be reached before 
then between the Phnom Penh regime and the Cambo- 
dian opposition led by Prince Norodom Sihanouk. 


Nguyen Van Linh Renovation Speeches Printed 
BK041615 Hanoi VNA in English 1452 GMT 
4 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA March 4—A collection of main 
speeches by Nguyen Van Linh, general secretary of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee, on 
the major issues put forth at the sixth party congress was 
published recently under the title “Renovation for 
Advance.” 


The book dwells on the socioeconomic situation in the 
country, problems in the people’s life, new concepts and 
viewpoints on socialism, and orientations and measures 
to take the Vietnamese revolution forward. 


Groups Demand PRC Withdrawal From Spratlys 
BK050227 Hanoi VNA in English 1454 GMT 
4 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 4—The Vietnam Federation 
of Trade Unions has issued a statement protesting 
against China’s encroachments on Vietnam’s Truong Sa 
[Spratly] Archipelago. 


The statement resolutely demanded that the Chinese 
authorities stop at once their expansionist moves, imme- 
diaely withdraw their military forces from the Truong Sa 
Archipelago, and stop violations of Vietnam’s territorial 
sovereignty. 


The Hanoi Lawyers’ Association, in a relevant state- 
ment, underlined that China’s moves “seriously violate 
the fundamental principles of the U.N. Charter and 
international law, threaten peace and security of Viet- 
nam, and jeopardize peace and security of all countries 
in the region.” 


The statement called on peace- and justice-loving people 
all over the world to check the Chinese authorities’ illegal 
moves. 
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Further Protests 
BK060940 Hanoi VNA in English 0724 GMT 
6 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 6—Representatives of various 
mass Organizations, religions, and Vietnamese of Chi- 
nese descent at a recent meeting in Ho Chi Minh City 
demanded that the Chinese authorities stop immediately 
their acts of expansion and withdraw their troops from 
the Truong Sa and Hoang Sa islands. 


The city front committee issued a statement pointing out 
that people of all walks of life in the city are ready to give 
every assistance to the defenders of Truong Sa. 


The Vietnam Women’s Union at a meeting held in 
Hanoi on March 5 to mark the International Women’s 
day and the anniversary of the Trung heroines (Ist 
century A.D.) adopted a statement demanding that the 
Chinese authorities withdraw immediately all their 
armed forces from the Truong Sa Archipelago and 
respect Vietnam’s territorial waters. 


In Haiphong a protest meeting has been held in Hai- 
phong Port City. 


NHAN DAN Comments 
BK070858 Hanoi VNA in English 0711 GMT 
7 Feb 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 7—NHAN DAN today urges 
thatt he verdict passed by The Hague Court in 1986 
condemning the U.S. violations of Nicaragua’s sover- 
eignty must also be applied to other places in the world 
where similar acts are occurring, especially when the 
victim is a small country. 


The paper is referring to China’s current moves against 
the Indochinese countries. 


it says: 


“China backed, armed, equipped and financed the geno- 
cidal Pol Pot clique in massacring three million Kampu- 
cheans and instigated them to make war with Vietnam. 


“China sent 600,000 aggressor troops to Vietnam in an 
attempt to ‘teach Vietnam a lesson.’ After being com- 
pelled to retreat, China still poised hundreds of thou- 
sands of troops along the common border and daily 
shelled Vietnamese territory at the border area. Of late, 
it has sent a dozen warships to the Truong Sa Archipel- 
ago of Vietnam, and landed troops on two coral reefs, 
and now is still carrying out provocations in the area. 


‘What right does China claim to intervene in the inter- 
nal affairs of Kampuchea and to send troops to ‘teach 
Vietnam a lesson’, arbitrarily shell Vietnamese territory, 
and violate Vietnam’s territorial sovereignty at the 
Hoang Sa [Paracel] and Truong Sa Archipelagoes? Chi- 
nese Judge Ni Zhen Gy sitting at the Hague Court trying 
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the United States violations of Nicaraguan sovereignty 
voted for all the 14 conclusions of the court to the effect 
that the United States had grossly violated international 
law. Does this mean that China respects the laws which 
it wants the United States to observe, or does it mean 
that China wants these laws to apply only to the United 
States and not to itself? 


“China must prove that it is a law-abiding country by 
puiting an immediate end to all its provocations against 
Vietnam, withdrawing all its warships from the Truong 
Sa Archipelago and respecting Vietnam’s territorial sov- 
ereignty on land as well as on sea,” NHAN DAN 
concludes. 


Tran Xuan Bach Addresses Havana Meeting 
BKO051440 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Statement by Chief Delegate Tran Xuan Bach, member 
of the CPV Central Committee Political Bureau, at the 
29 February 1988 Havana conference of the secretaries 
in charge of foreign affairs of the Central Committees of 
the communist and workers’ parties of socialist coun- 
tries—read by announcer] 


[Text] Last year saw a new advance in the trend toward 
dialogue and new changes in the world in favor of the 
forces of peace and revolution, especially the important 
steps forward on the road toward nuclear disarmament. 


The most prominent event in the struggle for peace and 
nuclear disarment was the signing, at the December 1987 
USSR-U.S. summit, of an agreement to eliminate 
medium- and short-range missiles. These are the results 
of a wise foreign policy and the great, persistent, and 
flexible efforts of ihe Soviet party and state which have 
enjoyed the cooperation of their fraternal socialist coun- 
tries over the past 40 years. They are also the successful 
result of the long and arduous struggle of the forces of 
peace and revolution in the world. 


Faced with new trends in the world, the struggle to regain 
national independence and the right to self-determina- 
tion of Asian, African, and Latin American countries, 
although still continuing to be tough and complex, has 
taken on new forms. Instead of sending their troops to 
conduct aggression directly, the imperialists and reac- 
tionary forces have resorted to a different strategy of 
using proxy war, undeclared war, and every trick of 
intervention and subversion aimed at suppressing 
national liberation movements and overthrowing pro- 
gressive systems in the hope of steering the latter into 
their orbit. 


Neocolonialism is mercilessly exploiting the peoples in 
developing countries and destroying all their potential 
for achieving socioeconomic development, the greatest 
example of which is the giant debt of over $1 million 
billion. In order to survive and develop, Afro-Asian and 
Latin American nations are holding high the banner of 
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struggle for the independence and freedom of their 
respective countries, consolidating and defending polit- 
ical independence, creating the foundation for economic 
independence, demanding the establishment of an inter- 
national economic order on a cooperative, equal, and 
mutually beneficial basis, granting economic aid without 
any political conditions attached, and opposing racial 
discrimination and unfair treatment. These are the con- 
tents of the struggle of the peoples in various developing 
countries. These are also the foundations for peaceful 
coexistence between countries of different social sys- 
tems. 


We hold that comprehensive international security must 
be accompanied by national independence and a new 
international economic order, thus ensuring not only 
political but also economic security for all nations in the 
worid. 


In the Asia-Pacific region, healthy trends are emerging 
and developing in a way that is favorable to world peace 
and security as well as to the process of construction and 
development of all nations. The view on a nuclear-free 
Southeast Asia has officially been endorsed by many 
countries in the region. The need for economic develop- 
ment is also becoming a driving force which encourages 
the countries in the Asia-Pacific region to emerge as 
forces struggling vigorously for a new international eco- 
nomic order. 


Last year, the situation in Southeast Asia was marked by 
an important turning point in favor of the three Indo- 
chinese countries. Following the breakthrough of the 
Vietnamese-Indonesian talks representing the Indochi- 
nese and ASEAN groups of nations came the Vietnam- 
ese-U.S. talks. The meetings between Prime Minister 
Hun Sen and Prince Sihanouk opened the way for 
dialogue among various Cambodian sides to solve the 
Cambodian and other Southeast Asian issues. This trend 
of dialogue affirms that the Cambodian issue must be 
solved by the various Cambodian sides in a spirit of good 
will and equanimity with the guarantee of an interna- 
tional conference. 


Vietnam welcomes the normalization of relations with 
China by various fraternal parties. We should continue 
to encourage the trend towards good will from China and 
oppose the U.S. imperialists’ scheme of turning China 
into one of the six pillars of their Asia-Pacific strategy. 


The CPV has demonstrated its good will and readiness to 
normalize relations with China in the long-term interests 
of the peoples of the two countries. But so far, China still 
has not responded to this cherished wish of our people. 
More than that, on 22 February 1988 China sent scores 
of its warships t» provoke and encroach upon the Truong 
Sa [Spratly] Archipelago of the SRV. A number of forces 
among the Beijing ruling circles who advocate confron- 
tation and nurse expansionist ambitions are adopting the 
policy of sending doves in one direction and gunboats in 
another direction. 
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The encroachment on Chu Thap Reef and Chau Vien 
Island in Vietnam’s Truong Sa Archipelago is an act of 
confrontation in defiance of public opinion and the law, 
poisoning the political atmosphere and undermining 
dialogue in Southeast Asia. This act of military 
encroachment has shown that the expansionist and hege- 
monist forces in China are implementing their own 
concept of national boundaries which calls for expanding 
national territory from its geographic border line to its 
strategic border line—that is, beyond the 3 million- 
square-km area of territorial waters—in conjunction 
with establishing new airspace boundaries. Therefore, 
any future battlefield will essentially be extended beyond 
Chinese national borders. This strategic concept also 
brazenly provides for the possibility of sending troops to 
overseas theaters far from Chinese territory to grab 
foreign lands on a first come first served basis. 


While exerting efforts to implement the sixth party 
congress resolution and carry out renovation, especially 
in the economic field, the Communist Party and people 
of Vietnam continue to coordinate closely with the 
Soviet Union and other fraternal socialist countries in 
the struggle for the peace and security of all nations as 
well as for socialism, considering this as their interna- 
tional duty. 


We hold that the effort by the fraternal countries to step 
up economic aid to Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia as 
well as to renovate economic relations with these coun- 
tries in the last decade of the 20th Century is of great 
importance to Southeast Asia and the movement for 
peace, national independence, and socialist influence in 
Asia and the Pacific. 


On this occasion, may we also express the hope that the 
observation of the collective initiative by the socialist 
countries’ of CEMA concerning assistance to Vietnam, 
Cuba, and Mongolia will be in effect soon. This interna- 
tional gesture will become a fine example of socialist 
internationalism. 


Pham Hung Receives Albanian Delegation 
BK041611 Hanoi VNA in English 1500 GMT 
4 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 4—A delegation of the Public 
Health Ministry of Albania led by Minister Ahmet 
Kamberi concluded a 6-day official visit to Vietnam 
today. 


While here, the Albanian guests paid tribute to President 
Ho Chi Minh at his mausoleum. They were received by 
Pham Hung, Political Bureau member of the Commu- 
nist Party of Vietnam Central Committee and chairman 
of the Council of Ministers. They also toured various 
public health facilities in Hanoi, Hai Phong and Quang 
Ninh Province. 
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The Albanian delegation had working sessions with a 
delegation of Vietnam's Ministry of Public Health led by 
Minister Dang Hoi Xuan. The two sides compared notes 
on public health in their countries, and discussed mea- 
sures to further promote their bilateral cooperation and 
mutual assistance. 


On March 3, the two sides signed an agreement on 
bilateral cooperation in the field of public health and a 
protocol on implementing the agreement in the 1988-90 
period. 


Dinh Nho Liem, member of the CPV Central Commit- 
tee and deputy minister for foreign affairs, and Albanian 
Ambassador Syrja Laze, were present at the signing 
ceremony. 


Delegation Concludes Visit 
AU051829 Tirana Domestic Service in Albanian 
1900 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] The delegation of the Ministry of Health of the 
People’s Socialist Republic of Albania led by Minister of 
Health Ahmet Kamberi, which paid a friendly visit to 
the SRV from 28 February to 4 March 1988, had talks 
with the delegation of the SRV, led by Minister of Public 
Health Dang Hoi Xuan. During the talks, which took 
place in a warm and friendly atmosphere, opinions were 
exchanged on the further development of relations and 
cooperation between the two countries in the health 
field. 


An agreement between the Government of the People’s 
Socialist Republic of Albania and the Government of the 
SRV was signed in Hanoi on 3 March on cooperation in 
the field of health. A protocol between the Ministry of 
Health of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania and 
the Ministry of Public Health of the SRV was also 
signed, covering the period 1988-90. The agreement was 
signed on the Albanian side by Minister of Health Ahmet 
Kamberi and for the Vietnamese by Minister of Health 
Dang Hoi Xuan. The members of the two delegations 
also attended the signing ceremony. 


On the same day, Pham Hung, chairman of the Council 
of Ministers of the SRV, received the Albanian Ministry 
of Health delegation. The meeting was attended by Dang 
Hoi Xuan, minister of public health of the SRV, and 
other Ministry of Public Health officials. Syrja Laze, 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the 
People’s Socialist Republic of Albania in Hanoi, was also 
present. 


During their stay in Vietnam, members of the delegation 
visited health institutions and various provinces. 


On 4 March the delegation left the SRV for home. 
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Priest Cited on Proposed Canonisation 
BK061604 Hanoi VNA in English 1511 GMT 
6 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA/OANA March 6—The proposed 
canonisation of 117 “martyrs” in Vietnam by the Vati- 
can next June 19 has provoked a lot of controversy even 
among the Catholic folk. 


The CONG GIAO VA DAN TOC (CATHOLICISM 
AND THE NATION), organ of the Committee of Patri- 
otic Vietnamese Catholics in Ho Chi Minh City in 
several issues lately has carried out statements by many 
Catholic dignatories and prominent intellectuals and 
personalities on this question. 


Father Bui Tuan, bishop of the Long Xuyen diocese, 
wrote: “I think that our duty as a Catholic is not only to 
worship God but to implement the scripture among the 
nation in order to serve the interests of our compatriots. 
Accordingly, such an import’ ‘t ° vent @s the canonisa- 
tion of 117 ‘martyrs’ in Vietnam .uaot be a matter 
among Catholics alone but is also a matter concerning all 
Vietnamese, Catholics and non-Catholics alike. 


“We cannot argue that the canonisation is a purely 
religious affair. More concretely, we cannot deny the 
political intention of one person or another organization 
or another, in this affair just as in the previous beatifi- 
cation of the blessed. But we must prove through our 
position and concrete attitude that we shall not let 
ourselves be involved in a political plot harmful to the 
country”. 


He went on: 


“The consequence will be disastrous, especially for the 
integration of the Roman Catholics into social life. 
Recently in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City, many Cath- 
olic faithfuls have pointed out that they had borne the 
consequences of the wrongdoings of the anti-communist 
missionaries, bishops and priests. 


“Over the past decade they had done all their possible to 
push back that burdensome past and to look forward to 
the future. Now with the canonisation at the present 
juncture, the dark spectre of the past is being revived. 
They will meet with new difficulties, those difficulties 
which they thought have been step by step tided over 
during the past 12 years. The new society, though still far 
from compete, has opened wide its arms to receive the 
integration of Vietnamese Catholics. We also want cano- 
nisation but it must help bring us closer to instead of 
pushing us away from our compatricts and nation” 


Episcopals Ask To Send Delegation to Rome 
BK060223 Hanoi VNA in English 1458 GMT 
5 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 5—The extraordinary meet- 
ing of the Vietnam Episcopal Council on the proposed 
canonization in Vietnam concluded here yesterday. 
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The meeting issued a communique saying that the Viet- 
nam Episcopal Council realizes the Vietnamese state’s 
viewpoint on the canonization which should stem from 
the sense of preservation of the national solidarity bloc. 


The canonization in Vietnam this time, the communique 
says, is a subtle and complicated issue which Vietnamese 
Catholics are facing. That is why, the Episcopal Council 
asks the government to agree to it appointing a Vietnam- 
ese Episcopal delegation to go to Rome to discuss this 
issue with the Vatican. 


Today, the members of the Episcopal Council called on 
State Council President Vo Chi Cong. Also present on 
the occasion was Nguyen Quang Huy, head of the State 
Commission for Religious Affairs. 


On behalf of the Episcopal Council, Cardinal Trinh Van 
Can sincerely thanked President Vo Chi Cong and the 
Vietnamese state for their attention to the Catholic 
Church in Vietnam. He briefed the president on the 
result of the council’s recent meeting. 


Speaking with his guests, President Vo Chi Cong 
affirmed the consistent policy of freedom of belief of the 
party and state. He asked the members of the Episcopal 
Council to fulfill their obligation towards the nation and 
the Catholic Church and try to reasonably settle the 
canonization in Vietnam in the spirit of respecting the 
national sovereignty and maintaining unity between 
Catholics and non-Catholics and among people of all 
strata throughout the world. 


NHAN DAN Commentary 
BK050848 Hanoi VNA in English 0717 GMT 
5 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 5—An official of the Viet- 
namese Government has said that the proposed canon- 
ization in Vietnam is a violation of the national sover- 
eignty and an act harmful to the bloc of national unity. In 
an article appearing in NHAN DAN today, Nguyen 
Quang Huy, head of the State Commission for Religious 
Affairs, wrote: 


“Our country has a long-time tradition of national 
solidarity and mutual love especially when faced wwith 
foreign aggression. This tradition which calls for first 
attention to the common interests, the national spirit, 
the mutual love among compatriots, has become an 
inseparable part of the national life. From generation to 
generation so much blood has been shed for the sake of 
the nation’s independence and freedom. 


Beginning from the 16th century, Catholicism was intro- 
duced into Vietnam through Western missionaries. This 
took place at a time when Western capitalism had 
entered the imperialist stage when imperialism went out 
to conquer colonies, thus creating close links between the 
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history of the Catholic Church in Vietnam and history of 
the aggression of Vietnam by colonialism. These two 
elements at times were mixed up and undistinguishable 
from each other. 


It was not the non-Catholic historians but the Catholic 
missionaries and historians themselves who have admit- 
ted that the “French sword has helped the Catholic 
Church stand on its feet and take roots in Vietnam.” So 
many books have been wriiten by Western Catholic 
missionaries in praise of their immense services to their 
countries during their propagation of Catholicism. Some 
missionaries went too far as to speak out their desire to 
turn this Vietnamese land into “a France in miniature in 
Asia.” 


Colonialism has made use of Catholicism in a brazen 
and crude manner. On the other hand, many Catholic 
priests also relied on the colonial power to propagate and 
consolidate their religion. This situation has left to our 
nation and Catholicism in our country many historical 
problems which remain unsettled until today. 


What is most sorrowful for the history of the Catholic 
Church in our country is that it has been stained by not 
a few bloodsheds. It was a hard and sad fact that when 
Catholicism was propagated into the country, our nation 
as a whole, the Catholics not excluded, fell into enslave- 
ment. When the Vietnamese Catholic Church was hon- 
oured as the “eldest sister” of the Catholic religion in 
Asia, that was also the time when the name of Vietnam 
was erased from the world map. In face of this challenge 
many wrongly thought that if they wanted to preserve the 
country they had to sacrifice their religion, and inversely, 
some thought that to preserve the country one had to 
destroy religion. These are tragic errors which prevented 
the feudal court from cementing the unity of the entire 
people to resist foreign aggression and, instead, had 
prompted it to encourage a fratricidal war that weakened 
the nation and provide a pretext for the French to annex 
our country. 


Many Catholic priests and believers have only con- 
demned the past monarchs for their religious persecution 
while forgetting the schemes of colonialism to use reli- 
gion as a tool for their aggression and even ignored the 
deplorable conduct of many missionaries at that time. 


Among the 117 faithfuls to be canonized many are 
Vietnamese, others are foreign missionaries. Among the 
Vietnamese some are honest worshippers of God but 
others were implicated into political crimes with the 
participation of both Catholics and non-Catholics and 
were condemned for high treason. Among the mission- 
aries, many were tracked down or arrested for their 
liaison with French warships which were either bom- 
barding our coastline or were transporting back to Viet- 
nam collaborators to stage armed revolts against the 
Vietnamese court. Now, to honour these men would do 
no good to Catholicism, instead would only cause dis- 
trust by the non-Catholics for Catholics. 
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Since President Ho Chi Minh and the Communist Party 
of Vietnam charted the road for the Vietnamese revolu- 
tion, the Vietnamese people of all ethnic groupings and 
religions have united and made sacrifices in the fight to 
regain independence and freedom for the motherland, 
erasing the humiliation of our people, restoring national 
unity and building an ever stronger bloc of national 
unity. 


Only when the country is independent and free can the 
Catholic Church become independent and free. 


Since April 30, 1975 the party and state have persistently 
implemented the policy on freedom of belief and striven 
to build the bloc of national unity, solidarity between 
Catholics and non-Catholics, between believers and non- 
believers, so as together to build and defend the country. 


Thanks to the reunification of the country, the Episcopal 
Council of the whole country was founded, opening a 
new page in the history of the Vietnamese church and 
enabling it to join the entire people in building the bloc 
of national unity. 


Does the Vatican want to reopen an old page of history, 
revive the period when missionaries came to Vietnam 
alongside Western colonialism which was about to sub- 
jugate our country, revive the memories of a period 
when our people lost the country to foreign aggressors? 
How can such an act win the approval of the Vietnamese 
people including tens of millions of non-Catholics? 


It is very blameworthy that the projected canonization 
began with a letter of request from the Episcopal Council 
in accordance with a premeditated plan of foreigners. 
This has caused some Episcopal Councils and interna- 
tional church councils to misunderstand the history of 
our nation and the present situation of religion in our 
country. 


This was followed by some acts and statements of a 
number of specialized agencies in the Vatican which 
deliberately alumnized our people and government with 
the aim of causing schism between Catholics and non- 
Catholics and harming the national solidarity bloc. Some 
people who bear hatred for the nation and who have 
emigrated to other countries have made the most of 
these activities to step up their psychological warfare in 
an attempt to revive and intensify their anticommunist 
crusade. 


Right before it took the decision to canonize !17 faith- 
fuls in Vietnam, the Vatican set up an ad-hoc committee 
in charge of the Vietnamese Catholics living abroad and 
this committee is taking the responsibility of making 
preparations for the canonization. Thus, one may ask: 
Does the Episcopal Council of the Vietnam Church still 
retain its right to represent the Vietnamese church out- 
side the country and beside the Holy See? 
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On September 18, 1987 on order from the Council of 
Ministers, the State Commission for Religious Affairs 
met the standing committee of the episcopal church to 
point out the serious character of the whole affair. The 
Vietnamese Government, acting in all sincerity, wants 
the Episcopal Council to discuss the matter and together 
with the Vatican to find a solution that would meet the 
aspiration of the Vietnamese Catholics to safeguard the 
national unity and defend the national sovereignty while 
ensuring continued development of the relations betwen 
the state and the church and creating conditions for the 
improvement of the relations between the Vatican and 
the Vietnamese state. 


VFF Committee Holds Sixth Enlarged Conference 
BK050624 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] From | to 3 March, the Vietnam Fatherland Front 
Central Committee held its sixth enlarged conference in 
Da Nang City to discuss the convening in 1988 of the 
third VFF Congress. 


Opc.«ing ‘he conference, Huynh Tan Phat, chairman of 
the VFF Central Committee Presidium, pointed out the 
purposes and requirements of this conference of the VFF 
Central Committee. Comrade Le Quang Dao, chairman 
of the National Assembly and member of the VFF 
Central Committee Presidium, addressed the conference 
on the intensification and renovation of the front tasks 
in order to make the VFF activities increasingly effec- 
tive, practical, and relevant to the role, mission, and 
function of the front in the socialist revolution, and to 
help victoriously implement the Sixth CPV Congress 
Resolution. 


After listening to Comrade Pham Van Kiet, general 
secretary of the VFF Central Committee, report the 
preparations for the congress and the spirit and funda- 
mental contents of documents to be presented at the 
congress, the conferees discussed and decided the con- 
tents of documents and plans for convening the congress. 


The conferees affirmed that the VFF Congress would 
start from the primary level upward with the broad 
participation of VFF committees at all levels, the front’s 
member organizations, and the people of all strata. The 
congress must mark a renovation in knowledge, operat- 
ing procedures, and the organization of VFF cadres, 
making the front operate even more effectively and 
practically, so that it can worthily contribute to promot- 
ing the people’s mastery over the state and socioeco- 
nomic management, and liberate all latent production 
potentials to implement all the socioeconomic objectives 
of the country, meet the legitimate interests of all strata 
of the people, and mobilize the entire people to unite 
their minds and action and to contribute all their abili- 
ties to socialist construction and national defense. 
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The sixth VFF Central Committee conference unani- 
mously passed a statement protesting against China for 
having its military forces encroach on the Truong Sa 
Archipelago. The statement called on the people coun- 
trywide to unite their minds and action, look to the 
border and islands, and create all the possible material 
and moral conditions for our combatants to firmly wield 
their weapons to defend every inch of the country’s land. 


The VFF Central Committee called on the peoples in the 
Eastern Sea rim countries, Southeast Asia, and the world 
over to promptly raise their vehement voices to protest 
against and prevent China from implementing its expan- 
sionist scheme. 


Finance Sector Reviews 1987 Inspection Work 
BK070746 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[Text] The finance sector recently held a meeting in Da 
Nang city, Quang Nam-Da Nang Province, to make a 
general review of its inspection work during 1987 and to 
help establish a new financial managemeni system. In 
the spirit of vigorously accelerating the struggle against 
bureaucracy and subsidizauon, and responding to the 
call for things that must be done immediately, last year, 
inspection units of the finance sector inspected and 
re-investigated many economic, professional, adminis- 
trative, cultural, and social agencies and units. 


The inspections detected many cases of loss of state 
assets, the stockpiling of budgetary collections, establish- 
ment of illegal funds, and spending against regulations, 
thus recovering nearly 4 billion dong for the state budget. 


Last year, the finance sector’s inspection organizations 
countrywide received 14,590 letters of complaint and 
denunciation from citizens, 50 percent more than the 
1986 figure; and concluded and settled 13,600 letters. 


In some localities, the budgetary inspectors inspected all 
districts and precincts such as in Haiphong municipality 
or conducted a second round of inspections in those 
targeted districts such as in Nghe Tinh, Bac Thai, and 
Thai Binh Provinces. 


The budgetary inspections of districts and provinces 
have helped the administration and party committees at 
various levels to manage their budgets, clearly realize the 
economic potentials to be tapped, and the latent finan- 
cial resuurces to be used to balance the state budget. 


In 1988, the finance sector’s inspection work nationwide 
has focussed on the establishment of a new financial 
management system in order to limit violations. The 
finance sector has also systematized the inspection with 
a view to Oppose waste in accordance with the 1987 
Council of Ministers decision on stringent thrift. 


- 
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NHAN DAN on Three Economic Programs 
BK061500 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
25 Feb pp 1, 4 


[{Editorial: “Concentrate Efforts on Realizing the Three 
Economic Programs”’} 


[Text] Difficulties in grain and foodstuffs and shortage 
of certain industrial and essential consumer goods faced 
by cities and industrial complexes during the last 6 
months of 1987 and during the Mau Thin Lunar New 
Year Eve have adversely affected the daily life of cadres, 
workers, and the army, and the outlook of people in 
municipalities. This situation indicates that the task of 
accelerating grain, foodstuffs, and industrial and con- 
summer goods production helps create the most impor- 
tant material conditions for stabilizing the socioeco- 
nomic situation and the people’s daily life. We must 
strive to increase exports in order to import more goods. 
This is a decisive factor for implementing the two 
economic programs of producing grain and food and the 
consumer goods. It is obvious that the concentration of 
efforts to carry out the three major economic pro- 
grams—especially the production of grain and food— 
plays a vital role in the current situation and creates 
essential conditions for implementing socialist industri- 
alization in the initial stage of the transitional period as 
set forth by resolutions of the Sixth CPV Congress and 
by other party Central Committee plenums. 


Concentrating efforts to promptly carry out key tasks is 
a technique of good leadership because it helps bring 
about good results in socioeconomic work. Implement- 
ing the three major economic programs, especially the 
production of grain and food will help accelerate tasks at 
important links to stabilize the socioeconomic situation. 
The production structure can serve as a base for formu- 
lating the investment structure. As a result, to renovate 
the investment structure is to create material conditions 
for implementing the production structure. When faced 
with difficulties and shortages we have many problems 
to solve, but only when we can concentrate efforts to 
tackling key tasks will we be able to gradually overcome 
difficulties. Investment in a scattered manner brings 
about no concrete results but only creates more difficul- 
ties. If we can reduce or suspend unnecessary construc- 
tion projects of the central and provincial sectors, then 
we will have more capital for the three major economic 


programs. 


We should set targets for each economic project in the 
direction of accelerating the development of good pro- 
duction. We should invest more capital for the produc- 
tion of grain and food in the Mekong River Delta—the 
biggest rice p'anting area of the country—the Red River 
Delta, and other high-yield rice planting areas in order to 
quickly increase the volume of grain and food. Regard- 
ing industrial and consumer goods, we should concen- 
trate on developing the production of essential goods for 
the people’s daily life, goods that will bring bigger 
income for the state, and goods that are in great demand 
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by the peasants. We should reorganize the production of 
export goods; integrate capital and materials for the 
production of goods with high economic results, for 
specialized cultivation areas, and for the production of 
goods in great demand, while quickly applying techno- 
logical innovation to production to improve the quality 
and increase the value of goods. 


To effectively accelerate the three economic programs, 
we should mobilize all capabilities of the national econ- 
omy to serve these programs. All economic components 
must concentrate efforts on implementing these pro- 
grams. The heavy industrial, communications and trans- 
portation, material, and other economic sectors must 
pay special attention to carrying out these three eco- 
nomic programs. We cannot accept the condition that 
peasants are short of hand tools and equipment; supplies 
are poor in quality and delivered late; the continued 
importing of tools that can be produced domestically; 
and the stockpiling of goods in warehouses while they are 
scarce in the market. Serving and asssuring success for 
the three economic programs is creating favorable con- 
ditions for long-term development of all sectors and 
localities throughout the country. 


The three major economic programs are the core of the 
state plan. In developing all existing capabilities, various 
sectors and localities are striving to overcome difficulties 
and contributing to fulfilling all plan norms for the 
winter-spring and other crops and effectively carry out 
the 1988 consumer and export goods production plan, 
thereby making this year a pivotal one for the 5-year 
1986-99 plan. 


NHAN DAN on Issuance of New Banknotes 
BK041355 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 3 Mar 88 


[4 March NHAN DAN editorial: “Create a Rational 
Monetary Structure in Circulation’ 


[Text] Today, 4 March, in compliance with a decision of 
the Council of Ministers, our State Bank puts into 
circulation new banknotes of 1,000-, 2,000- and 5,000- 
dong denominations. These banknotes and those issued 
since September 1985 lie within the structure of the 
current national monetary system. 


The issuance of the three new kinds of banknotes is a 
response to a demand of objective reality. The price- 
related situation has, since September 1985, undergone a 
lot of changes. The structure of banknotes issued since 
then is, in some aspects, no longer suitable; in particular, 
the amount of money of smaller denominations has 
created too many inconveniences, thus impeding big 
business transactions. 


The issuance of more banknotes of higher denomina- 
tions is aimed at further rationalizing the current mon- 
etary structure in conformity with the price situation and 
facilitating business transactions. This is normal in the 
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Organization of monetary circulation. It is not a replace- 
ment of money nor a devaluation. Everyone must realize 
this and heighten their vigilance against the enemy and 
evil elements because they might pour out their money 
to buy up goods for speculative hoarding while forcing 
the prices up, thus creating difficulties for managing the 
social market. 


Over the past decades, with their independent and 
self-controlled monetary system, our people have always 
trusted, supported, and abided by all the state’s regula- 
tions regarding the management and use of money. 
Economically, we are now shifting to discarding state 
subsidies and carrying out socialist business accounting. 
Our monetary transactions must effectively serve the 
cause of economic renovation. This requires every ech- 
elon, sector, economic organization, and all of our peo- 
ple to take appropriate steps, especially economic steps, 
to strongly support our currency and contribute to the 
effective management and use of money in order to serve 
the causes of achieving economic construction and 
development and improving the people’s lives. 


On the basis of strenuously developing production, we 
must broaden circulation, produce greater quantities of 
goods, and try to bring goods under state control, at any 
cost, and from this, exercise control over the money 
already in circulation. 


The socialist trade sector must play a very important role 
in controlling goods and money and increasing the 
turnover of both money and goods. It must decisively 
discard state subsidies, renovate customer service-re- 
lated methods, quickly shift to business if it is to control 
a bulk of social goods, satisfactorily organize retail 
business, broaden business transactions, and on this 
basis, regain control over the money for the state. 
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Relevant sectors must join with the socialist trade sector 
in promptly overcoming the situation in which money 
from commodity sales is smaller than the capital origi- 
nally invested. 


The banking sector must promptly shift to business, 
trying to seek ways to attract money from the people, 
satisfactorily carry Out credit transactions, increase the 
turnover of money through bank accounts, and ensure 
that the banking sector knows how to use their money to 
serve the three major economic programs while with- 
drawing pazt of the money in circulation in order to 
consolidate the buying power of money. 


It is necessary to further strengthen various aspects of 
monetary management, renovate customer service meth- 
ods, reduce inconvenient procedures, promptly and 
severely punish those cadres and personnel committing 
negative actions, create favorable conditions for various 
production and business organizations in the delivery 
and receipt of cash, and carry out non-cash financial 
transactions with those units having bank accounts. 


We must redetermine the level of cash to be kept in hand 
by establishments to suit reality and market prices, make 
it possible for establishments to govern themselves effec- 
tively in production and business, and at the same time, 
maintain the discipline of monetary management. 


All expenditures for production, business, admistrative, 
and professional activities must be weighed and calcu- 
lated in a careful manner. We must regard the end- 
results as the main measuring unit and strictly practice 
thrift. We must further strengthen management of the 
market and prices, promptly punish those evil elements 
spreading false rumors aimed at causing monetary deval- 
uation and those speculators, smugglers, and enemies 
taking advantage of the situation to undermine our 
country’s monetary system. 
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